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1. Consider the following statements regarding drainage patterns: 

1. A drainage pattern is described as discordant if it does not correlate to the topology and 

geology of the area. 

2. Antecedent Drainage cuts through the newly formed landform and maintains the same 

path. 

3. When a river flowing over a softer rock stratum reaches the harder basal rocks but 

continues to follow the initial slope where it seems to have no relation with the harder 

rock bed, it is called a Superimposed Drainage pattern. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

 a) 1, 2 

 b) 1, 3 

 c) 2, 3 

 d) 1, 2, 3 

Solution: d) 1, 2 and 3  

Discordant or Insequent drainage patterns 

• A drainage pattern is described as discordant if it does not correlate to the topology 

(surface relief features) and geology of the area. 

• In simple words, in a discordant drainage pattern, the river follows its initial path 

irrespective of the changes in topography. 

• Discordant drainage patterns are classified into two main 

types: antecedent and superimposed. 

• Usually, rivers in both these drainage types flow through a highly sloping surface. 

  Antecedent Drainage or Inconsequent Drainage 

• A part of a river slope and the surrounding area gets uplifted, and the river sticks to its 

original slope, cutting through the uplifted portion like a saw (vertical erosion) and 

forming deep gorges. This type of drainage is called antecedent drainage. 

• Example: Indus, Sutlej, Brahmaputra and other Himalayan rivers that are older 

than the Himalayas themselves. There are usually called antecedent rivers (rivers 

older than the existing land itself). 

  

 



 

Superimposed or Superinduced Drainage 

• When a river flowing over a softer rock stratum reaches the harder basal rocks but 

continues to follow the initial slope, it seems to have no relation with the harder rock 

bed. This type of drainage is called superimposed drainage. 

 

2. Which of the following characterizes a managed exchange rate? 

1. Determined by the IMF based on market movements 

2. Value is affected by the Balance of Payments of a nation 

3. Central Bank intervenes to manage the value of the currency 

  Select the correct answer code: 

 a) 1 only 

 b) 2 and 3 only 

 c) 1 and 3 only 

 d) 1 and 2 only 

Solution: b) 2 and 3 only 

Exchange rates – They link national currencies for purposes of international trade. There are 

broadly two kinds of exchange rates: fixed exchange rate and floating exchange rate 

Fixed exchange rates – When exchange rates are fixed and governments intervene to 

prevent movements in them 

Flexible or floating exchange rates – These rates fluctuate depending on demand and supply 

of currencies in foreign exchange markets, in principle without interference by 

governments. 

Statement 1: IMF does not peg a currency’s level. Pegging of currencies by a central 

authority was done earlier in the Gold system where currencies were fixed in value. 

Statement 2: In this system, currencies freely float apart from some occasional 

interventions. The more a nation’s currency is in demand, the higher will be its value in 

forex market. 

If a nation follows managed floating system, all its external transactions are based on this 

system. It cannot fix its currency level in opposition to the market. 

3.  Which of the Acts passed by the British Parliament introduced an open competition 

system of selection and recruitment of civil servants in India before independence 

and a separate legislative wing for the Governor-general?  

a) Charter Act of 1853 

b) Indian Councils Act of 1861  

c) Indian Councils Act of 1892  

d) Charter Act of 1833  

 

 



 

Solution: a)  

Features of the 1853 Act: 

1. It separated, for the first time, the legislative and executive functions of the Governor- 

General‘s council. It provided for addition of six new members called legislative 

councillors to the council. In other words, it established a separate Governor-General‘s 

legislative council which came to be known as the Indian (Central) Legislative Council. 

This legislative wing of the council functioned as a mini-Parliament, adopting the same 

procedures as the British Parliament. Thus, legislation, for the first time, was treated as a 

special function of the government, requiring special machinery and special process.  

2. It introduced an open competition system of selection and recruitment of civil servants. 

The covenanted civil service was thus thrown open to the Indians also. Accordingly, the 

Macaulay Committee (the Committee on the Indian Civil Service) was appointed in 

1854. (Before this the Charter Act of 1833 attempted to introduce a system of open 

competition for selection of civil servants, and stated that the Indians should not be 

debarred from holding any place, office and employment under the Company. However, 

this provision was negated after opposition from the Court of Directors.)  

3. It extended the Company‘s rule and allowed it to retain the possession of Indian 

territories on trust for the British Crown. But it did not specify any particular period, 

unlike the previous Charters. This was a clear indication that the Company‘s rule could 

be terminated at any time the Parliament liked.  

4. It introduced, for the first time, local representation in the Indian (Central) Legislative 

Council. Of the six new legislative members of the governor-general‘s council, four 

members were appointed by the local (provincial) governments of Madras, Bombay, 

Bengal and Agra. 

4. Consider the following statements regarding Constituent Assembly: 

1. The Constituent Assembly is directly elected by the people of India through adult 

franchise. 

2. The representatives of princely states never joined the Constituent Assembly 

3. The Constituent Assembly is a fully sovereign body from November 1946. 

  Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 a) 1 only 

 b) 2 and 3 only 

 c) None of the above 

 d) 1,2 and 3 

Solution (c) 

1. The representatives to Constituent Assembly are not directly elected by people of India. 

2. The representatives (to Constituent Assembly) of each community were to be elected by 

members of that community in the provincial legislative assembly and voting was to be 

by the method of proportional representation by means of single transferable vote. 

3. The representatives of the princely states were to be nominated by the heads of the 

princely states. 



 

4. The representatives of the princely states, who had stayed away from the Constituent 

Assembly, gradually joined it. On April 28, 1947, representatives of the six states were 

part of the Assembly.  

5. The Constituent Assembly was made a fully sovereign body by the Indian 

Independence Act of 1947.  

 

5. Consider the following statements with reference to the ‘Industrial Information 

System (IIS) portal’: 

1. It is a GIS-enabled database of industrial areas/clusters across the country to adopt a 

committed approach towards resource optimization, industrial upgradation and 

sustainability. 

2. The portal has been developed by Department for promotion of Industry & Internal 

Trade. 

3. The portal aims to provide information on available land for prospective investors 

looking at setting up units in the Country. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Solution (d) 1, 2 and 3  

Statements 1 and 2 are correct: Department for promotion of Industry & Internal Trade 

has developed Industrial Information System (IIS) portal, a GIS-enabled database of 

industrial areas/clusters across the country to adopt a committed approach towards resource 

optimization, industrial upgradation and sustainability. The portal serves as a one-stop 

solution to the free and easy accessibility of all industrial information including availability 

of raw material, agriculture, horticulture, minerals, natural resources; distance from key 

logistic nodes; layers of terrain and urban infrastructure. 

Statement 3 is correct: The portal aims to provide information on available land for 

prospective investors looking at setting up units in the Country and also GIS mapping of 

Industrial Clusters. 

6. The Rowlatt Act aimed at:  

 a) Suppression of Khilafat Movement 

 b) Introduction of separate communal electorates for Muslims 

 c) Imprisonment without trial for political activists 

 d) None of the statements a, b, c is correct 

Solution: c) 

The act allowed political activists to be tried without juries or even imprisoned without 

trial. It allowed arrest of Indians without warrant on the mere suspicion of ‘treason’. Such 

suspects could be tried in secrecy without recourse to legal help. 

 



 

7. The First ashram established by Mahatma Gandhi in India was: 

 a) Sabarmati Ashram 

 b) Bardoli Taluka Ashram 

 c) Kochrab Ashram, near Ahmedabad 

 d) Sevagram Ashram 

Solution: c) 

The Kochrab Ashram was the first ashram in India organized by Mahatma 

Gandhi. Founded on 25 May 1915, Kochrab Ashram was located near the city 

of Ahmedabad. 

8. Which of the following regions were integrated by referendum in India? 

1. Nagaland 

2. Sikkim 

3. Junagarh 

4. Hyderabad 

  Select the correct answer code: 

 a) 2 and 3 only 

 b) 1 and 4 only 

 c) 1, 2 and 3  

 d) 3 and 4 only 

Solution: a) 2 and 3 only 

Hyderabad was integrated by means of police action whereas Junagarh and Sikkim by 

means of a referendum. Kashmir was integrated by an instrument of accession. Nagaland 

was part of the Indian Union later separated from Assam. 

9. Consider the following statements regarding Rossby waves. 

1. They are a type of inertial wave naturally occurring in rotating fluids. 

2. In planetary atmospheres, they are due to the variation in the Coriolis effect with latitude. 

  Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

 a) 1 only 

 b) 2 only 

 c) Both 1 and 2 

 d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Solution: c) Both 1 and 2  

Rossby waves, also known as planetary waves, are a type of inertial wave naturally 

occurring in rotating fluids. They were first identified by Carl-Gustaf Arvid Rossby. They 

are observed in the atmospheres and oceans of planets owing to the rotation of the planet. 

Rossby Waves 

• The meandering jet streams are called Rossby Waves. 

• Rossby waves are natural phenomenon in the atmosphere and oceans due to rotation of 

earth. 



 

• In planetary atmospheres, they are due to the variation in the Coriolis effect (When 

temperature contrast is low, speed of jet stream is low, and Coriolis force is weak leading 

to meandering) with latitude. 

• Rossby waves are formed when polar air moves toward the Equator while tropical air is 

moving poleward. 

• The existence of these waves explains the low-pressure cells (cyclones) and high-

pressure cells (anticyclones). 

 

10. With reference to the coffee cultivation in India, which of the following statements 

is/are correct? 

1. There are three varieties of coffee i.e., arabica, Robusta and liberica. 

2. India mostly grows superior quality coffee of Robusta. 

Select the correct answer using the codes given below: 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

  Solution a) 1 only 

• Coffee is a tropical plantation crop. Its seeds are roasted, ground and are used for 

preparing a beverage. 

• There are three varieties of coffee i.e., arabica, robusta and liberica. 

• India mostly grows superior quality coffee, arabica, which is in great demand in 

international market. 

  

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


