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1. Which of the following are the causes behind Acquired Antimicrobial Resistance? 

1. Dumping of inadequately treated effluents from the pharmaceutical industry. 

2. Using narrow-spectrum antibiotics over broad-spectrum antibiotics. 

3. Overuse, misuse, and improper use of antimicrobials. 

4. Poor sanitation and hygiene 

Select the correct answer code: 

 a) 1, 2 and 3 only 

 b) 1, 3 and 4 only 

 c) 1 and 3 only 

 d) 1, 2, 3 and 4  

Solution: b) 1, 3 and 4 only 

Causes Behind Acquired Antimicrobial Resistance: 

• Overuse, misuse, and improper use (e.g., taking antibiotics to treat viral diseases!) of 

antimicrobials. 

• Greater access to over-the-counter antibiotic drugs in developing countries. 

• Using broad-spectrum antibiotics over narrow-spectrum antibiotics (targeting 

specific microbes only). 

• Dumping of inadequately treated effluents from the pharmaceutical industry. 

• Antibiotic use in livestock feed at low doses for growth promotion is industrialized 

countries. 

• Poor sanitation and hygiene that forces the extended use of antimicrobials. 

 

2. Consider the following statements regarding Akbar Nama: 

1. Akbar Nama is a three-volume history written by Abdul Fazl. 

2. Ain-i-Akbari, the first volume deals with Akbar’s administration. 

3. Second volume deals with Akbar’s ancestors. 

   Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

 a) 1 only 

 b) 1 and 2 only 

 c) 1 and 3 only 

 d) 2 and 3 only 



 

 

Solution: a) 1 only 

• Akbar ordered one of his close friends and courtiers, Abul Fazl, to write a history of his 

reign. Abul Fazl wrote a three-volume history of Akbar’s reign titled, Akbar Nama. 

• The first volume dealt with Akbar’s ancestors and the second volume recorded the 

events of Akbar’s reign. 

• The third volume is the Ain-I Akbari. It deals with Akbar’s administration, 

household, army, the revenues and geography of his empire. It also provides rich details 

about the traditions and culture of the people living in India. 

• The most interesting aspect about the Ain-i Akbari is its rich statistical details about 

things as diverse as crops, yields, prices, wages and revenues. 

 

3. At places like Tekkalkota in Karnataka and Andhra Pradesh, rock paintings from 

Neolithic age are often found. Which of the following can be the appropriate reason 

for it? 

 a) Paintings existed in other regions too, but these regions were one of the most excavated 

regions which made it easier to find rock paintings. 

 b) There were lack of deep caves, so rock paintings became abundant. 

 c) Granite rocks found in Karnataka and Andhra Pradesh are suitable for rock paintings. 

 d) None of the above 

Solution: c) 

• The granite rocks of Karnataka and Andhra Pradesh provided suitable canvases to 

the Neolithic man for his paintings. 

• There are several such sites but more famous among them are Kupgallu, Piklihal and 

Tekkalkota. 

• Three types of paintings have been reported from here– paintings in white, paintings in 

red ochre over a white background and paintings in red ochre. 

 

4. Consider the following statements regarding Warli painting: 

1. Warli painting derives its name from a small tribe inhabiting the remote, tribal regions of 

Maharashtra. 

2. These paintings are made mostly by the women as part of their routine at auspicious 

celebrations. 

3. Marriage is the most recurring theme of Warli paintings. 

  Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

 a) 1 and 2 only 

 b) 1 and 3 only 

 c) 2 and 3 only 

 d) 1, 2 and 3  



 

 

Solution: d) 1, 2 and 3  

• Warli painting derives its name from a small tribe inhabiting the remote, tribal 

regions of Maharashtra. 

• These are decorative paintings on floors and walls of ‘gond’ and ‘kol’ tribes’ homes and 

places of worship. Trees, birds, men and women collaborate to create a composite whole 

in a Warli painting. 

• These paintings are made mostly by the women as part of their routine at 

auspicious celebrations. 

• Subjects are drawn with simple and local materials like white colour and rice paste and 

local vegetable glue on a plain contrasting background, made in a geometric pattern like 

squares, triangles and circles. 

• Dots and crooked lines are the units of these compositions. Flora and fauna and people’s 

day-to-day life also form a part of the painting. 

• The paintings are expanded by adding subject after subject in a spiralling manner. The 

rhythm of the Warli way of life is beautifully captured in simple images. 

• Marriage is the most recurring theme of Warli paintings. 

• Men and women dancing in circles (Tarapa Dance), during various celebrations, is 

another theme typical to the Warli paintings. 

• A musician playing a native instrument is usually found in the middle of such spirals 

(Tarapa). Flora and fauna are also depicted in these paintings. 

 

5.  Which of the Acts passed by the British Parliament introduced an open competition 

system of selection and recruitment of civil servants in India before independence 

and a separate legislative wing for the Governor-general?  

a) Charter Act of 1853 

b) Indian Councils Act of 1861  

c) Indian Councils Act of 1892  

d) Charter Act of 1833  

Solution: a)  

Features of the 1853 Act: 

1. It separated, for the first time, the legislative and executive functions of the Governor- 

General‘s council. It provided for addition of six new members called legislative 

councillors to the council. In other words, it established a separate Governor-General‘s 

legislative council which came to be known as the Indian (Central) Legislative Council. 

This legislative wing of the council functioned as a mini-Parliament, adopting the same 

procedures as the British Parliament. Thus, legislation, for the first time, was treated as a 

special function of the government, requiring special machinery and special process.  

2. It introduced an open competition system of selection and recruitment of civil servants. 

The covenanted civil service was thus thrown open to the Indians also. Accordingly, the 

Macaulay Committee (the Committee on the Indian Civil Service) was appointed in 

1854. (Before this the Charter Act of 1833 attempted to introduce a system of open 



 

competition for selection of civil servants, and stated that the Indians should not be 

debarred from holding any place, office and employment under the Company. However, 

this provision was negated after opposition from the Court of Directors.)  

3. It extended the Company‘s rule and allowed it to retain the possession of Indian 

territories on trust for the British Crown. But it did not specify any particular period, 

unlike the previous Charters. This was a clear indication that the Company‘s rule could 

be terminated at any time the Parliament liked.  

4. It introduced, for the first time, local representation in the Indian (Central) Legislative 

Council. Of the six new legislative members of the governor-general‘s council, four 

members were appointed by the local (provincial) governments of Madras, Bombay, 

Bengal and Agra. 

6. India’s external debt stock can increase because of an increase in :  

1. Foreign Direct Investment 

2. External Commercial Borrowings 

3. Non-resident Indian Deposits 

   Select the correct answer code: 

a) 1 and 2 only 

b) 2 and 3 only 

c) 1 and 3 only 

d) 1, 2 and 3  

Solution: b) 2 and 3 only   

External debt can be mainly classified into Long term and Short-term debts.  

Long-Term debt is further classified into (a) Multilateral Debt (b) Bilateral Debt (c) ‘IMF’ 

signifying SDR allocations to India by the IMF (c) Export Credit (d) (External) 

Commercial Borrowings (e) NRI Deposits and (d) Rupee Debt.  

 Short Term Debt is classified into (a) Trade Credits (of up to 6 months and above 6 months 

and up to 1 year) (b) Foreign Institutional Investors’ (FII) Investment in Government 

Treasury-Bills and Corporate Securities (c) Investment in Treasury-bills by foreign Central 

Banks and International Institutions etc.  

 FDI does not lead to any debt on the country. 

7. Consider the following statements about the National Commission for SCs: 

1. It has the powers of a civil court while trying specific cases. 

2. It is vested with power of summoning and enforcing the attendance of any person from   

any part of India and examining him on oath. 

3. The Central government and the state governments are required to consult the 

commission on all major policy matters affecting the SCs. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 1 and 2 only 

b) 2 and 3 only 

c) 1 and 3 only 

d) 1, 2 and 3 



 

  Solution d) 1, 2 and 3 

Powers of the commission: 

The Commission is vested with the power to regulate its own procedure. The Commission, 

while investigating any matter or inquiring into any complaint, has all the powers of a civil 

court trying a suit and in particular in respect of the following matters: 

(a) Summoning and enforcing the attendance of any person from any part of India and 

examining him on oath; 

(b) Requiring the discovery and production of any document; 

(c) Receiving evidence on affidavits; 

(d) Requisitioning any public record from any court or office; 

(e) Issuing summons for the examination of witnesses and documents; and 

(f) Any other matter which the President may determine. 

The Central government and the state governments are required to consult the Commission 

on all major policy matters affecting the SCs 

 

8. Which of the following institutions implements The Mitigation of Climate Change in 

Agriculture (MICCA) programme? 

a) UNEP 

b) FAO 

c) World Bank 

d) WEF 

  Solution b) FAO  

The Mitigation of Climate Change in Agriculture (MICCA) programme strengthens FAO’s 

longstanding work to address climate change in the agriculture, forestry and fisheries 

sectors and supports countries participating in the climate change negotiation processes 

within the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change. 

 

9. Which of the following are the federal features of the Indian Constitution?  

1. Written Constitution 

2. Division of powers  

3. All States having an equal number of seats in the Rajya Sabha  

Select the correct answer code:  

a) 1 only  

b) 1 and 2 only 

c) 1 and 3 only 

d) 2 and 3 only 

Solution: b) 1 and 2 only 

The seats are allotted to the states in the Rajya Sabha on the basis of population. Hence, the 

number of representatives vary from state to state. 

 



 

10. Which of the following processes are included in Diastrophism? 

1. Orogenic movement 

2. Epeirogeny movement 

3. Earthquake 

4. Plate tectonics 

Select the correct answer using the codes given below: 

a) 1, 2 and 3 only 

b) 2, 3 and 4 only 

c) 1, 2 and 4 only 

d) 1, 2, 3 and 4 

  Solution d) 1, 2 , 3 and 4  

All processes that move, elevate or build up portions of the earth’s crust come under 

diastrophism. They include: 

(i) orogenic processes involving mountain building through severe folding and affecting 

long and narrow belts of the earth’s crust; 

(ii) epeirogenic processes involving uplift or warping of large parts of the earth’s crust; 

(iii) earthquakes involving local relatively minor movements; 

(iv) plate tectonics involving horizontal movements of crustal plates. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


