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1. Why was there an outrage against the enactment of the Defence of India Act 1915? 

1. It was an emergency criminal law enacted with the intention of curtailing the nationalist 

and revolutionary activities during and in the aftermath of the First World War. 

2. It applied only to Indian subjects and white Europeans were exempt under the provisions 

of the law. 

  Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

 a) 1 only 

 b) 2 only 

 c) Both 1 and 2 

 d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Solution: a) 1 only 

• The Defence of India Act 1915, also referred to as the Defence of India Regulations 

Act, was an emergency criminal law enacted by the Governor-General of India in 

1915 with the intention of curtailing the nationalist and revolutionary activities 

during and in the aftermath of the First World War. It was similar to the 

British Defence of the Realm Acts, and granted the Executive very wide powers of 

preventive detention, internment without trial, restriction of writing, speech, and of 

movement. 

• However, unlike the English law which was limited to persons of hostile associations or 

origin, the Defence of India act could be applied to any subject of the King, and was 

used to an overwhelming extent against Indians. 

 

2. Sandhya, Yugantar and Kal were: 

 a) Revolutionary groups emerged after Non-cooperation movement. 

 b) Newspapers and journals advocating revolutionary activities 

 c) Books written by Bal Gangadhar Tilak. 

 d) Parallel governments formed during ‘Quit India’ movement 

 

 



 

Solution: b) 

The newspapers and journals advocating revolutionary activity after the failure of Swadeshi 

movement included Sandhya and Yugantar in Bengal and Kal in Maharashtra. 

 

3. Consider the following statements.  

1. In Lucknow session, Congress accepted Muslim league’s demand of separate electorate 

for muslims.  

2. In Karachi session, Congress adopted a resolution on economic Policy. 

 Which of the above statements is/are correct?  

a) 1 only  

b) 2 only  

c) Both 1 and 2  

d) Neither 1 nor 2  

Solution: c)  

• The Lucknow Pact between the Congress and the Muslim League could be considered an 

important event in the course of the nationalistic struggle for freedom. The Congress 

accepted the Muslim League’s position on separate electorates.  

• At the Karachi Congress Session—1931, two resolutions were adopted—one on 

Fundamental Rights and the other on National Economic Programme— which made the 

session particularly memorable 

4. The Home Rule Movement of 1916 did not emphasize : 

1. Revival of Swadeshi  

2. Participation of Indians in self-governing institutions for India  

3. Complete erosion of British sovereignty over India  

4. Separate electorates for all communities of India  

Select the correct answer code:  

a) 1, 2  

b) 2, 3  

c) 1, 3  

d) 3, 4  

Solution: d)  

• Home rule Movement aimed to get self-government for India within the British Empire 

and not complete erosion of British sovereignty. Home rule movement believed that the 

freedom was the natural right of all nations. They didn’t emphasize on separate 

electorates. 

 

 



 

5. Consider the following statements regarding Montagu Chelmsford Reforms 

1. The Governor-General retained full control over the reserved subjects in the provinces.  

2. The governor-general could certify bills rejected by the central legislature. 

  Which of the statements given above is/are NOT correct? 

a) 1 only  

b) 2 only  

c) Both 1 and 2  

d) Neither 1 nor 2  

Solution (d)  

The Governor-General retained full control over the reserved subjects in the provinces.  

Hence Statement 1 is correct. 

The governor-general could restore cuts in grants, certify bills rejected by the central 

legislature and issue ordinances. 

Hence Statement 2 is correct. 

 

6. The first Law Commission was established, under the Chairmanship of Lord 

Macaulay by the:   

a) Government of India Act 1935  

b) Charter Act of 1833  

c) Law Commission Act, 1867  

d) Government of India Act of 1919 

Solution: b)  

• The first law commission was established in 1834 under the Charter Act of 1833. 

Thereafter, the second, third and fourth Law Commissions were constituted in 1853, 1861 

and 1879 respectively helped adapt English Laws to Indian conditions.  

• The First Law Commission of Independent India was established in 1955 with the then 

Attorney-General of India, Mr. M. C. Setalvad, as its Chairman. 

7. Consider the following statements about the Government of India Act 1858.  

1. It abolished the East India Company Rule in India.  

2. It changed the entire structure of government in India prevailing earlier.  

3. As per the Act, Indian Government was to be supervised and controlled in England.  

Which of the above statements is/are correct?  

a) 1 and 2 only 

b) 2 and 3 only 

c) 1 and 3 only 

d) 1, 2 and 3  

 

 



 

Solution: c) 1 and 3 only 

Government of India Act 1858: 

This significant Act was enacted in the wake of the Revolt of 1857.  

The act known as the Act for the Good Government of India, abolished the East India 

Company rule, and transferred the powers of government, territories and revenues to the 

British Crown.  

Features of the Act: 

1. It provided that India henceforth was to be governed by, and in the name of, Her Majesty. 

It changed the designation of the Governor-General of India to that of Viceroy of India. 

He (viceroy) was the direct representative of the British Crown in India. Lord Canning 

thus became the first Viceroy of India.  

2. It ended the system of double government by abolishing the Board of Control and Court 

of Directors.  

3. It created a new office, Secretary of State for India, vested with complete authority and 

control over Indian administration. The secretary of state was a member of the British 

cabinet and was responsible ultimately to the British Parliament.  

4. It established a 15-member Council of India to assist the secretary of state for India. The 

council was an advisory body. The secretary of state was made the chairman of the 

council.  

5. It constituted the secretary of state-in-council as a body corporate, capable of suing and 

being sued in India and in England. The Act of 1858 was, however, largely confined to 

the improvement of the administrative machinery by which the Indian Government was 

to be supervised and controlled in England. It did not alter in any substantial way the 

system of government that prevailed in India. 

 

8. Curzon brought in the Indian Universities Act which of the following is true in this 

context:  

 a) Removed social sciences from the curriculum of private universities to curb nationalism 

 b) Did away with the territorial jurisdiction of the Universities 

 c) Brought all the universities in India under the control of the government 

 d) Nationalized all higher educational institutions in India 

Solution: c) 

• Curzon took a serious view of the fall in the standard of education and discipline in the 

educational institutions. 

• In his view the universities had degenerated into factories for producing political 

revolutionaries. 



 

• To set the educational system in order, he instituted in 1902, a Universities Commission 

to go into the entire question of university education in the country. 

• On the basis of the findings and recommendations of the Commission, Curzon brought 

in the Indian Universities Act of 1904, which brought all the universities in India 

under the control of the government. 

9. The Moderates were called so because: 

1. They had rejected the idea of participating in legislative councils. 

2. They believed in confrontation rather than persuasion. 

   Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

 a) 1 only 

 b) 2 only 

 c) Both 1 and 2 

 d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Solution: d) 

• Moderates were called so because they adopted peaceful and constitutional means to 

achieve their demands. They had faith in British goodwill and justice. 

• They organized in parties and associations, even extremists did the same, but the latter 

were more radical in their approach. Extremists believed in confrontation rather than 

persuasion. 

10. Consider the following statements about Indian Councils Act of 1909. 

1. It increased the size of the legislative councils, both Central and provincial. 

2. For the first time, it provided for the association of Indians with the executive Councils 

of the Viceroy and Governors. 

3. It introduced a system of communal representation for Muslims and Christians. 

Which of the above statements is/ are correct? 

 a) 1 and 2 only 

 b) 2 and 3 only 

 c) 1 and 3 only 

 d) 1, 2 and 3  

Solution: a) 1 and 2 only 

• Indian Councils Act of 1909 is also known as Morley-Minto Reforms. 

• It considerably increased the size of the legislative councils, both Central and 

provincial. 

• It provided (for the first time) for the association of Indians with the executive Councils 

of the Viceroy and Governors. 

• It introduced a system of communal representation for Muslims by accepting the 

concept of ‘separate electorate’. Under this, the Muslim members were to be elected only 

by Muslim voters. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


