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GENERAL STUDIES 

Time Allowed: 12 Minute              No. of questions 10                    Maximum Marks: 20 

 

1. Which of the following statements is true about “Judicial Activism”? 

1. The concept of judicial activism originated and developed in the Canada. 

2. Judicial activism denotes the proactive role played by the judiciary in the protection 

of the rights of citizens and in the promotion of justice in the society. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 a) 1 only 

 b) 2 only 

 c) Both 1 and 2 

 d) Neither 1 nor 2 

    Solution (b) 2 only 

• The concept of judicial activism originated and developed in the USA. 

• Judicial activism denotes the proactive role played by the judiciary in the protection 

of the rights of citizens and in the promotion of justice in the society. In other words, 

it implies the assertive role played by the judiciary to force the other two organs of the 

government (legislature and executive) to discharge their constitutional duties 

 

2.  In which of the circumstances, the judicial activism can be said in action? 

1. The legislature and executive wings of the Government fail to discharge their duties 

under the Constitution and Supreme Court intervenes 

2. A higher court intervenes through appeals against the judgments of the lower court 

3. A court monitors the development in a case during the trial period and issues 

necessary directions. 

    Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 a) 1 only 

 b) 2 and 3 only 

 c) 1, 2 and 3  

 d) 1 and 3 only  

 

 

 

 



 

Solution (d) 1 and 3 only 

Intervention of the higher courts on appeals against the lower courts is not judicial activism 

and its one of their primary function and duty. 

 

3.Which of the following statements are correct about judicial activism? 

1. It is the process of law making by judges 

2. It is the practice in the judiciary of protecting individual rights 

3. Judges depart from strict adherence to judicial precedents 

4. All of the above 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 a) 1 and 2 only 

 b) 1, 2 and 3 only 

 c) 2 and 3  

 d) All of the above  

Solution (d) All of the above  

• In judicial activism, judicial power is exercised by judges in favour of progressive social 

policies calling for social engineering by departing from the principle of strict adherence 

to a judicial precedent.  

• It is meant to protect or expand individual rights and therefore, also referred as the 

process of law-making by judges. 

 

4.What are the reasons given for the practice of judicial activism? 

a) Failure of Legislature and Executive to discharge their function 

b) Citizens look up to the judiciary for the protection of their rights 

c) Legislative Vacuum 

d) All of the above 

    Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 a) 1 and 2 only 

 b) 1, 2 and 3 only 

 c) 2 and 3  

 d) All of the above  

    Solution (d) All of the above  

• When the Legislature and the Executive fail to discharge their functions leading to the 

erosion of confidence in the Constitution, judiciary steps in to protect the rights and 

freedoms of citizens.  

• Moreover, there are areas which have not been legislated upon leading to Legislative 

Vacuum that is filled by judiciary through judicial activism. 

 

 



 

5.Which of the following is an outcome of judicial activism? 

1. Judicial Review 

2. Public Interest Litigation 

Select the correct option from the codes given below: 

 a) 1 only 

 b) 2 only 

 c) Both 1 and 2 

 d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Solution (b) 2 only 

• Public Interest Litigation has been the result of judicial activism of the Supreme Court 

and its most popular form.  

• It has been hailed as one of the most progressive steps of judiciary by civil society 

organizations and human rights activists. 

 

6. Which one of the following jurisdictions of the Indian judiciary covers Public Interest 

Litigation? 

(a) Original Jurisdiction  

(b) Appellate Jurisdiction 

(c) Epistolary Jurisdiction 

(d) Advisory Jurisdiction 

Solution b)  

PIL (Public Interest Litigation) writ petition can be filed in Supreme Court under Article 32 

only if a question concerning the enforcement of a fundamental right is involved. Under 

Article 226, a writ petition can be filed in a High court whether or not a Fundamental Right is 

involve 

7. Consider the following statements on features of Public Interest Litigation  :  

1. Public Interest Litigation is meant to bring justice to the doorstep of the weak, the 

unorganized and exploited sections of society. 

2. It is for those who have no access to the courts because of the prohibitive cost of 

litigation. 

3. It is brought before the court not for the purpose of enforcing the right of one 

individual against other. 

    Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 a) 1 and 2 only 

 b) 1, 2 and 3 only 

 c) 2 and 3  

 d) All of the above  

 

 



 

Solution (d) All of the above  

FEATURES OF PIL:  

The various features of the PIL are explained below: 

1. PIL is a strategic arm of the legal aid movement and is intended to bring justice within the 

reach of the poor masses, who constitute the low visibility area of humanity. 

2. PIL is a totally different kind of litigation from the ordinary traditional litigation which is 

essentially of an adversary character where there is a dispute between two litigating 

parties, one making claims seeking relief against the other and that other opposing such 

claim or resisting such relief. 

3. PIL is brought before the Court not for the purpose of enforcing the right of one individual 

against another as happens in the case of ordinary litigation, but it is intended to promote 

and vindicate public interest. 

4. PIL demands that violations of constitutional and legal rights of large numbers of people 

who are poor, ignorant or in a socially or economically disadvantaged position should not 

go unnoticed and unredressed. 

5. PIL is essentially a co-operative effort on the part of the petitioner, the State or Public 

Authority, and the Court to secure observance of the constitutional or legal rights, benefits 

and privileges conferred upon the vulnerable sections of the community and to reach 

social justice to them. 

6. In PIL, litigation is undertaken for the purpose of redressing public injury, enforcing public 

duty, protecting social, collective, diffused rights and interests or vindicating public 

interest. 

7. In PIL, the role held by the Court is more assertive than in traditional actions; it is creative 

rather than passive and it assumes a more positive attitude in determining acts. 

8. Public Interest Litigation (PIL) may be linked with: 

(a) judicial review 

(b) judicial activism 

(c) judicial intervention 

(d) judicial sanctity 

Solution b)  

Public Interest litigation (PIL) may be linked with judicial activism. Judicial review is a 

process under which executive and legislative actions are subject to review by 

the judiciary.  

 

 

 



 

9. Consider the following statements with regard to Public Interest Litigation and 

choose the correct ones from the codes given. 

1. In essence, a third party can bring before the courts, issue in public interest. 

2. The Supreme Court may act on the receipt of a letter or postcard from a citizen requesting 

protection of his fundamental rights. 

3. It is also known as Social Action Litigation. 

4. Justice V.R. Krishna Iyer and P.N. Bhagwati were its proponents. 

a) 1 and 2             

b) 2 and 3 

c) 3 and 4             

d) 1, 2, 3 and 4 

Solution :d) All of the above  

• A third party can bring a PIL before the courts, issue in public interest 

• PIL is brought before the Court not for the purpose of enforcing the right of one 

individual against another as happens in the case of ordinary litigation, but it is intended 

to promote and vindicate public interest. 

 

10. The concept of Public Interest Litigation originated in : 

(a) The United Kingdom 

(b) Australia 

(c) The United States 

(d) Canada 

Solution c) The United States.  

The concept of public Interest litigation (PIL) originated in the USA.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


