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1. Consider the following statements. 
1. India is the only country to set up a permanent station in the Arctic for the purposes of 

scientific research. 
2. India was first granted the Observer status in Arctic Council in 1991 after it announced 

the New Economic Policy. 
3. The Observer status is granted to entities that support the objectives of the Arctic 

Council, including the ability to make financial contributions. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 and 2 only 
 b) 3 only 
 c) 1 and 3 only 
 d) 2 and 3 only 
 Solution: b) 3 only 

• India is one of the very few countries to set up a permanent station in the Arctic for 
the purposes of scientific research. The station has been used to carry out a variety of 
biological, glaciological and atmospheric and climate sciences research projects in the 
last one decade. 

• The Himadri research station, located in Ny Alesund, Svalbard in Norway, about 1200 
km south of the North Pole, was started in July 2008. The Goa-based National Centre 
for Antarctic and Ocean Research (NCOAR) is the nodal organisation coordinating the 
research activities at this station. 

• India, along with 12 other countries, is Observers to the Arctic Council. 

• The Observer status is granted to entities that support the objectives of the Arctic 
Council, and have demonstrated capabilities in this regard, including the ability to 
make financial contributions. The renewal of Observer status is a formality. The status, 
once granted, continues till there is a consensus among the members that the Observer 
was engaging in activities that run counter to the objectives of the Arctic Council. 

• India had been given the Observer status in 2013, along with five other countries —
 China, Italy, Japan, South Korea, and Singapore. 

• The Arctic Council does not prohibit the commercial exploitation of resources in the 
Arctic. It only seeks to ensure that it is done in a sustainable manner without harming 
the interests of local populations and in conformity with the local environment. 

 
 
 



 

2. With reference to mission Purvodaya, consider the following statements: 
1. It was launched by the Ministry of Development of North Eastern 
2. It will ease the setup of green field steel plants. 
3. It will help in India’s march towards a $5trillion economy.  

      Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
a) 1 and 2 only 
b) 2 and 3 only 
c) 1 and 3 only 
d) 1, 2 and 3 

 
Solution: b) 2 and 3 Only 
Mission Purvodaya was launched by the Ministry of Steel. Hence, statement 1 is not 
correct.  
It was launched in 2020 for the accelerated development of eastern India through the 
establishment of an integrated steel hub in Kolkata, West Bengal. 
The focus will be on eastern states of India (Odisha, Jharkhand, Chhattisgarh, West Bengal) 
and northern part of Andhra Pradesh which collectively hold approximately 80% of the 
country’s iron ore, and significant portion of chromite, bauxite and dolomite reserves. 
The Integrated Steel Hub would focus on 3 key elements: 

i. Capacity addition through easing the setup of Greenfield steel plants. Development of 
steel clusters near integrated steel plants as well as demand centers. 

ii. Transformation of logistics and utilities infrastructure which would change the socio- 
economic landscape in the East. 

iii. The objective of this hub would be to enable swift capacity addition and improve 
overall competitiveness of steel producers both in terms of cost and quality. 

It will ease the set-up of Greenfield steel plants. Hence, statement 2 is correct. 
In achieving India’s objective of becoming a $5 trillion economy, the eastern states can play 
a major role where the steel sector can become the catalyst. Thus, the mission will help in 
India’s march towards a $5 trillion economy. Hence, statement 3 is correct.  
 
3. Consider the following statements: 
1. Second schedule of the Constitution has provisions relating to emoluments of Chief 

Election Commissioner of India. 
2. Third Schedule of the Constitution of India has provisions relating to oath of Comptroller 

and Auditor- General of India 
Choose the correct answer using the codes given below: 
 a) 1 Only 
 b) 2 Only 
 c) Both 1 and 2  
 d) Neither 1 nor 2  
Solution (b) 
Second schedule of the Constitution contains provisions relating to emoluments, allowances 
of 
1. The President of India  
2. The Governors of States 
3. The Speaker and the Deputy Speaker of the Lok Sabha 
4. The Chairman and the Deputy Chairman of the Rajya Sabha 



 

5. The Speaker and the Deputy Speaker of the Legislative Assembly in the states 
6. The Chairman and the Deputy Chairman of the Legislative Council in the states  
7. The Judges of the Supreme Court 
8. The Judges of the High Courts 
9. The Comptroller and Auditor-General of India 

It does not contain anything regarding Chief Election Commissioner. Hence statement 1 is 
incorrect. 
Third Schedule of the Constitution contains Forms of Oaths or Affirmations for: 
▪ The Union ministers 
▪ The candidates for election to the Parliament 
▪ The members of Parliament 
▪ The judges of the Supreme Court 
▪ The Comptroller and Auditor-General of India. (Hence Statement 2 is correct) 
▪ The state ministers 
▪ The candidates for election to the state legislature 
▪ The members of the state legislature 
▪ The judges of the High Courts 

 
4. Consider the following important parts of the constitution and the subject that they 

deal with:  
1. Part IV: Fundamental Rights  
2. Part V: The States  
3. Part XI: Relations between the Union and the States  
Select the correct answer code:  
a) 1 and 2 only 
b) 3 only  
c) 2 and 3 only 
d) 1, 2 and 3  
Solution: b)  
Part III Fundamental Rights Art. 12 to 35  
Part IV Directive Principles Art. 36 to 51  
Part V The Union Art. 52 to 151  
Part VI The States Art. 152 to 237  
Part XI Relations between the Union and the States 
 
5.In the context of Indian economy, ‘Open Market Operations’ refers to :  
 a) Borrowing by scheduled banks from the RBI 
 b) Lending by commercial banks to industry and trade 
 c) Purchase and sale of government securities by the RBI 
 d) None of the above 
Solution (c) 
Open market operations (OMO) refer to a central bank buying or selling short-term treasury 
and other securities in the open market in order to influence the money supply, thus 
influencing short term interest rates. 
• Buying securities adds money to the system, making loans easier to obtain and interest 

rates decline. 



 

• Selling securities from the central bank’s balance sheet removes money from the 
system, making loans more expensive and increasing rates. 

 
6.  Consider the following statements regarding the interpretation of Secularism in the 

Indian context.  
 
1. The state treats all religions equally.  
2. The State does not participate in any religious matter whatsoever.  
3. All Educational institutions, without any exception, are free to impart religious 

instruction.  
4. The state makes no discrimination on the basis of religion in matters of employment.  
Which of the above statements is/are correct?  
a) 1 and 4 only 
b) 1, 2 and 3 only 
c) 2 and 3 only 
d) 2, 3 and 4 only 
Solution: a) 1 and 4 only 

• The Constitution of India stands for a secular state. Hence, it does not uphold any 
particular religion as the official religion of the Indian State.  

• The Preamble secures to all citizens of India liberty of belief, faith and worship. Hence, 
the Indian Constitution embodies the positive concept of secularism, i.e., giving equal 
respect to all religions or protecting all religions equally. But Article 28 says that no 
religious instruction shall be provided in any educational institution maintained by the 
State.  

• Article 15: Prohibition of discrimination on grounds of religion, race, caste, sex or place 
of birth. The Islamic Central Wakf Council and many Hindu temples of great religious 
significance are administered and managed by the Indian government 

 
7. As per the Constitution of India, the Union executive consists of: 
1. President of India  
2. Vice President of India  
3. Union Council of Ministers  
4. Attorney General of India  
Select the correct answer code:  
a) 1, 2 and 3 only 
b) 1, 2 and 4 only 
c) 1, 3 and 4 only  
d) 1, 2, 3 and 4   
Solution: d) All of the above  

• Articles 52 to 78 in Part V of the Constitution deal with the Union executive. The Union 
executive consists of the President, the Vice-President, the Prime Minister, the council 
of ministers and the attorney general of India. 

 
 
 
 



 

8. Which of the given statements regarding the National Company Law Tribunal (NCLT) 
is/are correct? 
1. NCLT is a quasi-judicial body constituted under section 408 of the Companies Act, 2013 
in 2016. 
2. It is the oldest operating tribunal in India. 
3. The Supreme Court of India is the final court of appeal against the decisions of the 
NCLT. 

Select the correct option: 
a) 1 only 
b) 1 and 2 only 
c) 2 and 3 only 
d) 1 and 3 only 
Solution a) 1 only 
Only statement 1 is CORRECT, 2 and 3 are NOT CORRECT. 
National Company Law Tribunal (NCLT) 
• NCLT is a quasi-judicial body constituted under section 408 of the Companies Act, 2013 in 
2016. Hence statement 1 is CORRECT. 
• The tribunal was established based on the recommendation of the V. Balakrishna Eradi 
committee on the law relating to insolvency and the winding up of companies. 
Income Tax Appellate Tribunal is the oldest. ITAT, often known as the “Mother Tribunal,” 
was the first tribunal to be established on January 25, 1941. Hence statement 2 is NOT 
CORRECT. 
• The tribunal deals with matters mainly related to companies law and insolvency law. 
• The Companies Act fixes the term of office of chairperson and members of all NCLTs at 
five years or 65 years, whichever is earlier. 
• Decisions of the NCLT may be appealed to the National Company Law Appellate Tribunal 
(NCLAT). 
• The decisions of NCLAT may further be appealed to the Supreme Court of India on a point 
of law. 
Hence statement 3 is NOT CORRECT. 
 
9. Which of the following are the federal features of the Indian Constitution?  
1. Written Constitution 
2. Division of powers  
3. All States having an equal number of seats in the Rajya Sabha  
Select the correct answer code:  
a) 1 only  
b) 1 and 2 only 
c) 1 and 3 only 
d) 2 and 3 only 
Solution: b) 1 and 2 only 
The seats are allotted to the states in the Rajya Sabha on the basis of population. Hence, the 
number of representatives vary from state to state. 
 
 
 



 

10. Consider the following statements with reference Start-up Village Entrepreneurship 
Programme (SVEP): 
1. It is a sub-scheme under the Deendayal Antyodaya Yojana-National Rural Livelihoods 
Mission (DAY-NRLM). 
2. The program supports the Self-Help Group (SHG) members and their family members 
to set up small enterprises in the farm and non-farm sector. 

Which of the given statements is/are correct? 
a) 1 only 
b) 2 only 
c) Both 1 and 2 
d) Neither 1 nor 2 
Solution a) 1 only 
Start-up Village Entrepreneurship Programme (SVEP) 
• SVEP is a sub-scheme under the Deendayal Antyodaya Yojana-National Rural Livelihoods 
Mission (DAY-NRLM). Hence statement 1 is CORRECT. 
• The program supports the Self-Help Group (SHG) members and their family members to 
set up small enterprises in the non-farm sector. Hence statement 2 is NOT CORRECT. 
• The program supports them by developing an ecosystem for enterprise development in 
rural areas, consisting of Community Enterprise Fund (CEF) for enterprise funding and Cadre 
of Community Resource Persons-Enterprise Promotion (CRP-EP) for providing Business 
Support Services. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


