
 

A 

  

 

Test Booklet Series 

Preliminary Examination 2021 

GENERAL STUDIES 

Time Allowed: 12 Minute                  No. of questions 10                    Maximum Marks: 20 

 

1. Which of the following factors influences Jet streams? 

1. The action of the Coriolis force. 

2. Atmospheric heating by solar radiation that produces Polar, Ferrel, and Hadley circulation 

cells. 

Select the correct answer code: 

 a) 1 only  

 b) 2 only  

 c) Both 1 and 2  

 d) Neither 1 nor 2  

Solution: c) Both 1 and 2  

Jet streams are the product of two factors: the atmospheric heating by solar radiation that 

produces the large-scale Polar, Ferrel, and Hadley circulation cells, and the action of 

the Coriolis force acting on those moving masses. 

2. Consider the following statements: 

1. Product taxes and subsidies are paid or received per unit or product. 

2. Production taxes and subsidies are paid or received in relation to production and are 

independent of the volume of production. 

3. Factor cost includes only the payment to factors of production including tax. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

 a) 1 and 3 only 

 b) 2 and 3 only 

 c) 1 and 2 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3  

Solution: c) 1 and 2 only 

In India, the most highlighted measure of national income has been the GDP at factor cost. 

The Central Statistics Office (CSO) of the Government of India has been reporting the GDP 

at factor cost and at market prices. 

The distinction between factor cost, basic prices and market prices is based on the distinction 

between net production taxes (production taxes less production subsidies) and net product 

taxes (product taxes less product subsidies). Production taxes and subsidies are paid or 

received in relation to production and are independent of the volume of production such 



 

as land revenues, stamp and registration fee. Product taxes and subsidies, on the other 

hand, are paid or received per unit or product, e.g., excise tax, service tax, export and 

import duties etc. Factor cost includes only the payment to factors of production, it does 

not include any tax.  

 

3. International Lunar Research Station (ILRS) project recently seen in news is a 

project by which of the following? 

a) Japan 

b) USA 

c) China 

d) EU 

Solution c) China 

China’s next moon missions — Change 6,7, and 8 — could contribute to the construction of 

an International Lunar Research Station in the south pole of the moon. The ILRS will have a 

space station orbiting the Moon, a base on the surface that will have several intelligent robots 

performing a variety of jobs. To support the ILRS, Beijing hopes to build a super-heavy 

rocket Long March CZ-9 before the end of this decade. 

China has also added an international dimension to its moon plans by inviting other countries 

to participate in the ILRS project. Russia, once a leading space actor, has now joined hands 

with China on the ILRS. 

 

4. With reference to solar power production in India, consider the following statements: 

1. India is the third largest in the world in the manufacture of silicon wafers used in 

photovoltaic units. 

2. The solar power tariffs are determined by the Solar Energy Corporation of India. 

Which of the statements given above is/are incorrect? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Solution: (c) Both 1 and 2  

Every solar panel which is made in India is assembled while all the material comes from 

China, Europe and some other countries. India is yet to develop semiconductor clusters. 

Central Electricity Regulatory Commission determines solar power tariffs and regulates 

the tariff of generating companies owned or controlled by the Central Government. 

Solar Energy Corporation of India (SECI) has a power-trading license, but it does not set 

solar power tariffs. 

1. SECI is a company of the Ministry of New and Renewable Energy. 

2. It is established to facilitate the implementation of the National Solar Mission (NSM). 

3. It is the only Central Public Sector Undertaking dedicated to the solar energy sector. 



 

 

5. With reference to solar power production in India, consider the following statements: 

1. India is the third largest in the world in the manufacture of silicon wafers used in 

photovoltaic units. 

2. The solar power tariffs are determined by the Solar Energy Corporation of India. 

Which of the statements given above is/are incorrect? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Solution: (c) Both 1 and 2  

Every solar panel which is made in India is assembled while all the material comes from 

China, Europe and some other countries. India is yet to develop semiconductor clusters. 

Central Electricity Regulatory Commission determines solar power tariffs and regulates 

the tariff of generating companies owned or controlled by the Central Government. 

Solar Energy Corporation of India (SECI) has a power-trading license, but it does not set 

solar power tariffs. 

1. SECI is a company of the Ministry of New and Renewable Energy. 

2. It is established to facilitate the implementation of the National Solar Mission (NSM). 

3. It is the only Central Public Sector Undertaking dedicated to the solar energy sector. 

 

6. Identify the Neolithic sites in India from the following places: 

1. Maski 

2. Brahmagiri 

3. Hallur 

4. Langhanj 

5. Chirand 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 1, 2 and 5 only 

b) 1, 2, 3 and 5 only 

c) 3, 4 and 5 only 

d) 1, 2 and 4 only 

Solution b) 1, 2, 3 and 5 only 

• A remarkable progress is noticed in human civilization in the Neolithic Age. It is 

approximately dated from 6000 B.C to 4000 B.C. 

• Neolithic remains are found in various parts of India. These include the Kashmir valley, 

Chirand in Bihar, Belan valley in Uttar Pradesh and in several places of the Deccan. 

• The important Neolithic sites excavated in south India are Maski, Brahmagiri, Hallur and 

Kodekal in Karnataka, Paiyampalli in Tamil Nadu and Utnur in Andhra Pradesh. 

• The chief characteristic features of the Neolithic culture are the practice of agriculture, 

domestication of animals, polishing of stone tools and the manufacture of pottery. In fact, the 



 

cultivation of plants and domestication of animals led to the emergence of village 

communities based on sedentary life. 

• Langhanj in Gujarat is a site where mesolithic remains are found. 

 

7. Consider the following statements about the Government of India Act 1858.  

1. It abolished the East India Company Rule in India.  

2. It changed the entire structure of government in India prevailing earlier.  

3. As per the Act, Indian Government was to be supervised and controlled in England.  

Which of the above statements is/are correct?  

a) 1 and 2 only 

b) 2 and 3 only 

c) 1 and 3 only 

d) 1, 2 and 3  

Solution: c) 1 and 3 only 

Government of India Act 1858: 

This significant Act was enacted in the wake of the Revolt of 1857.  

The act known as the Act for the Good Government of India, abolished the East India 

Company rule, and transferred the powers of government, territories and revenues to the 

British Crown.  

Features of the Act: 

1. It provided that India henceforth was to be governed by, and in the name of, Her Majesty. 

It changed the designation of the Governor-General of India to that of Viceroy of India. 

He (viceroy) was the direct representative of the British Crown in India. Lord Canning 

thus became the first Viceroy of India.  

2. It ended the system of double government by abolishing the Board of Control and Court of 

Directors.  

3. It created a new office, Secretary of State for India, vested with complete authority and 

control over Indian administration. The secretary of state was a member of the British 

cabinet and was responsible ultimately to the British Parliament.  

4. It established a 15-member Council of India to assist the secretary of state for India. The 

council was an advisory body. The secretary of state was made the chairman of the 

council.  

5. It constituted the secretary of state-in-council as a body corporate, capable of suing and 

being sued in India and in England. The Act of 1858 was, however, largely confined to the 

improvement of the administrative machinery by which the Indian Government was to be 

supervised and controlled in England. It did not alter in any substantial way the system of 

government that prevailed in India. 

 



 

8.  Which of the following in the Constitution reveal the secular character of the Indian 

State?  

1. Preamble  

2. Directive Principles of State Policy  

3. Fundamental Rights  

Select the correct answer code:  

a) 1 and 2 only 

b) 1 and 3 only 

c) 2 and 3 only 

d) 1, 2 and 3  

Solution: d) 1, 2 and 3  

• The term ‘secular’ was added to the Preamble of the Indian Constitution by the 42nd 

Constitutional Amendment Act of 1976.  

• The Preamble secures to all citizens of India liberty of belief, faith and worship.  

• The State shall endeavour to secure for all the citizens a Uniform Civil Code (Article 44) 

is mentioned in DPSP – Part IV.  

• The State shall not deny to any person equality before the law or equal protection of the 

laws (Article 14).  

• The State shall not discriminate against any citizen on the ground of religion (Article 15).  

• Equality of opportunity for all citizens in matters of public employment (Article 16).  

• All persons are equally entitled to freedom of conscience and the right to freely profess, 

practice and propagate any religion (Article 25).  

• Every religious denomination or any of its section shall have the right to manage its 

religious affairs (Article 26). Similarly, Articles 27-30 also uphold values of secularism.  

 

9. Privy Purse was granted to the princely states due to which of these reasons? 

 a) This was a part of the compromise to get Princely states on board the Constituent 

Assembly 

 b) There was a revolt in the general populace with the uprooting of the princely states from 

the Independent India 

 c) Princely states had significant private property and their integration was preceded by an 

assurance that they will be allowed to retain some property and be given some 

government allowances 

 d) Princely states played a significant role in bringing constitutional reforms in the British 

administration 

Solution: c) 

The integration of the Princely States was preceded by an assurance that after the dissolution 

of princely rule, the then rulers’ families would be allowed to retain certain private property, 

and given a grant in heredity or government allowance, measured on the basis of the extent, 

revenue and potential of the merging state. This grant was called the privy purse. Hence 

Statement C is correct.  



 

10. Which of the following statements is true about “Judicial Activism”? 

1. The concept of judicial activism originated and developed in the Canada. 

2. Judicial activism denotes the proactive role played by the judiciary in the protection 

of the rights of citizens and in the promotion of justice in the society. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 a) 1 only 

 b) 2 only 

 c) Both 1 and 2 

 d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Solution (b) 2 only 

• The concept of judicial activism originated and developed in the USA. 

• Judicial activism denotes the proactive role played by the judiciary in the protection of 

the rights of citizens and in the promotion of justice in the society. In other words, it 

implies the assertive role played by the judiciary to force the other two organs of the 

government (legislature and executive) to discharge their constitutional duties 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


