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1. Consider the following statements regarding Bioluminescent organisms: 

1. Bioluminescent organisms are found only in the ocean environments. 

2. The colour of the light emitted by the organism depends on their chemical properties. 

3. In some organisms, Bioluminescence acts as defence mechanism, to protect itself 

from other organisms. 

    Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

 a) 1 and 2 only 

 b) 3 only 

 c) 2 and 3 only 

 d) 1 and 3 only 

Solution: c) 2 and 3 only 

“Bioluminescent organisms are usually found in the ocean environments, but they are 

also found on terrestrial environments. The colour of the light emitted by the organism 

depends on their chemical properties.” 

In the case of fungi, the luminescence comes from the enzyme, luciferase. “The [green] light 

emits when luciferans is catalysed by the enzyme luciferase, in the presence of oxygen. 

During the chemical reaction, several unstable intermediate products are released as excess 

energy that makes them visible as light. 

Bioluminescent mushrooms may glow for a number of reasons. The simplest explanation 

could be that bioluminescence attracts insects, which helps in dispersing spores. It may also 

be a mechanism for the organism to protect itself from frugivorous (or fruit-eating) 

animals. 

 

2. The act created for the first time, a Government of India having authority over the 

entire territorial area possessed by the British in India:  

a) Charter Act of 1833  

b) Act of 1891  

c) Act of 1909  

d) Government of India Act 1935 



 

 

 Solution: a)  

Charter Act of 1833 was the final step towards centralisation in British India. It made the 

Governor-General of Bengal as the Governor-General of India and vested in him all civil and 

military powers. It deprived the governor of Bombay and Madras of their legislative powers. 

It ended the activities of the East India Company as a commercial body, which became a 

purely administrative body. It provided that the company’s territories in India were held by it 

‘in trust for His Majesty, His heirs and successors’. 

 

3. Consider the following statements: 

1. Beginning of Parliamentary System in India can be traced back to Indian Council Act, 

1861  

2. Charter Act of 1833 recommended for the appointment of Macaulay Committee on Indian 

Civil Service.  

3. Charter Act of 1833 deprived the governor of Bombay and Madras of their legislative 

powers and the Governor General of India was given exclusive legislative powers for the 

entire British India.  

Which of the above statements is/are correct?  

a) 1 only  

b) 2 only  

c) 3 only  

d) None of them.  

Solution: c)  

Beginning of Parliamentary System in India can be traced back to Charter Act of 1853.  

• It separated, for the first time, the legislative and executive functions of the Governor 

General’s council.  

• It provided for addition of six new members called legislative councillors to the council.  

• Charter Act of 1853 recommended for the appointment of Macaulay Committee on Indian 

Civil Service.  

 

4. Consider the following important parts of the constitution and the subject that they 

deal with:  

1. Part IV: Fundamental Rights  

2. Part V: The States  

3. Part XI: Relations between the Union and the States  

 



 

Select the correct answer code:  

a) 1 and 2 only 

b) 3 only  

c) 2 and 3 only 

d) 1, 2 and 3  

Solution: b)  

Part III Fundamental Rights Art. 12 to 35  

Part IV Directive Principles Art. 36 to 51  

Part V The Union Art. 52 to 151  

Part VI The States Art. 152 to 237  

Part XI Relations between the Union and the States 

 

5.  Which of the following in the Constitution reveal the secular character of the Indian 

State?  

1. Preamble  

2. Directive Principles of State Policy  

3. Fundamental Rights  

Select the correct answer code:  

a) 1 and 2 only 

b) 1 and 3 only 

c) 2 and 3 only 

d) 1, 2 and 3  

Solution: d) 1, 2 and 3  

• The term ‘secular’ was added to the Preamble of the Indian Constitution by the 42nd 

Constitutional Amendment Act of 1976.  

• The Preamble secures to all citizens of India liberty of belief, faith and worship.  

• The State shall endeavour to secure for all the citizens a Uniform Civil Code (Article 44) 

is mentioned in DPSP – Part IV.  

• The State shall not deny to any person equality before the law or equal protection of the 

laws (Article 14).  

• The State shall not discriminate against any citizen on the ground of religion (Article 15).  

• Equality of opportunity for all citizens in matters of public employment (Article 16).  

• All persons are equally entitled to freedom of conscience and the right to freely profess, 

practice and propagate any religion (Article 25).  

• Every religious denomination or any of its section shall have the right to manage its 

religious affairs (Article 26). Similarly, Articles 27-30 also uphold values of secularism.  

 

 

 



 

6.  Consider the following statements regarding the interpretation of Secularism in the 

Indian context.  

1. The state treats all religions equally.  

2. The State does not participate in any religious matter whatsoever.  

3. All Educational institutions, without any exception, are free to impart religious instruction.  

4. The state makes no discrimination on the basis of religion in matters of employment.  

Which of the above statements is/are correct?  

a) 1 and 4 only 

b) 1, 2 and 3 only 

c) 2 and 3 only 

d) 2, 3 and 4 only 

Solution: a) 1 and 4 only 

• The Constitution of India stands for a secular state. Hence, it does not uphold any 

particular religion as the official religion of the Indian State.  

• The Preamble secures to all citizens of India liberty of belief, faith and worship. Hence, 

the Indian Constitution embodies the positive concept of secularism, i.e., giving equal 

respect to all religions or protecting all religions equally. But Article 28 says that no 

religious instruction shall be provided in any educational institution maintained by the 

State.  

• Article 15: Prohibition of discrimination on grounds of religion, race, caste, sex or place 

of birth. The Islamic Central Wakf Council and many Hindu temples of great religious 

significance are administered and managed by the Indian government 

 

7. In the Indian Parliamentary model of Government:  

a) The Centre controls the States and Union territories  

b) The Judiciary controls the Executive  

c) The Executive is responsible to the Legislature  

d) The Legislature controls the Judiciary  

Solution: c)  

• The Constitution of India provides for a parliamentary form of government, both at the 

Centre and in the states.  

• The parliamentary system of government is the one in which the executive is responsible 

to the legislature for its policies and acts. 

 

 

 



 

8. Consider the following statements regarding the constitution of India?  

1. Constitution is the supreme law that determines the relationship between the citizens and 

government.  

2. It specifies how the government will be constituted and also lays down limits on the 

powers of the government.  

3. It expresses the aspirations of the people about creating a good society.  

Select the correct answer code:  

a) 1 and 2 only 

b) 2 and 3 only 

c) 1 and 3 only 

d) 1, 2 and 3  

Solution: d) 1, 2 and 3  

Constitution is the supreme law that determines the relationship among citizens and also the 

relationship between the citizens and government.  

Moreover:  

• First, it generates a degree of trust and coordination that is necessary for different kind of 

people to live together;  

• Second, it specifies how the government will be constituted, for e.g. by democratic 

elections.  

• Third, it lays down limits on the powers of the government and tells us what the rights of 

the citizens are; and  

• Fourth, it expresses the aspirations of the people, for e.g. by preamble and DPSP 

 

9. The “Sovereignty” of India means: 

1. No external power can dictate to the government of India.  

2. Citizens cannot be discriminated against on any grounds.  

3. There is freedom of speech and expression for Indian citizens.  

Select the correct answer code:  

a) 1 and 2 only 

b) 1 only  

c) 1 and 3 only 

d) 1, 2 and 3  

Solution: b) 1 only 

• Sovereignty simply implies that India is a state that takes its own decisions ultimately 

guided by the people. No external agency dictates terms to India.  

• However, the notion of sovereignty does not seep into the framework of all democratic 

rights. For e.g. a sovereign state might very well discriminate between its citizens. Same 

applies for freedom of speech and expression.  



 

• A sovereign state may very well restrict freedom of speech, as it is not an absolute right, 

even though it is vital to a democracy 

 

10. Which of the following from the Constitution of India is/are specially relevant to 

Social Justice and Empowerment?  

1. Preamble  

2. First Schedule  

3. Third Schedule  

4. Fundamental Rights  

5. Directive Principles of State Policy  

Select the correct answer code.  

a) 1 and 5 only 

b) 2, 3 and 4 only 

c) 1, 4 and 5 only 

d) 1, 2 and 5 only 

Solution: c) 1, 4 and 5 only 

Preamble: The words “JUSTICE, social, economic and political; EQUALITY of status and 

of opportunity; and to promote among them all FRATERNITY assuring the dignity of the 

individual and the unity and integrity of the Nation”.  

First Schedule: It talks about Indian states and Indian territory.  

Third Schedule: It contains forms of Oaths and affirmations for office holders.  

Fundamental Rights: A 23. Prohibition of traffic in human beings and forced labour A 24. 

Prohibition of employment of children in factories, etc.  

Directive Principles of State Policy: A38. State to secure a social order for the promotion of 

welfare of the people A39 (only first part) - The State shall, in particular, direct its policy 

towards securing – (a) that the citizens, men and women equally, have the right to an 

adequate means of livelihood. 

 

 

 

 

 


