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1. Consider the following statement with reference to ‘Consumer Price Index for 

Industrial Workers’ 

 

1. CSO has recently revised the base year of the CPI for Industrial Workers (CPIIW) 

from 2001 to 2016 

2. Apart from measuring inflation in retail prices, the CPI-IW is used to regulate the 

dearness allowance of government staff 

3. The reduction in weight to spending on food and beverages indicated an increase in 

disposable income   

     Which of the statement given above is/are correct? 

a. 1 and 2 only 

b. 2 and 3 only 

c. 1, 2 and 3 

d. None of the above 

 

Answer - B 

Explanation: 

Consumer Price Index for Industrial Workers (CPI-IW)   

● Labour and Employment Ministry recently revised the base year of the Consumer Price 

Index for Industrial Workers (CPIIW) from 2001 to 2016 to reflect the changing 

consumption pattern, giving more weightage to spending on health, education, recreation 

and other miscellaneous expenses, while reducing the weight of food and beverages   

● The reduction in weight to spending on food and beverages indicated an increase in 

disposable income   

● Apart from measuring inflation in retail prices, the CPI-IW is used to regulate the 

dearness allowance (DA) of government staff and industrial workers, as well as to revise 

minimum wages in scheduled employments 

 

2. Which of the following is not the most likely measure that the Government/RBI can 

take to revive the Indian economy? 

a. Imposing stricter norms on foreign investments 

b. Encouraging Make in India 

c. Increasing government spending on infrastructure projects 



 

d. Following an expansionary monetary policy. 

 

Answer – A 

Explanation:   

● Imposing stricter norms on foreign investments: It will dissuade investors from investing 

in India. Low investments can lead to low employment opportunities; even worse it will 

also affect capital account surplus that Indi enjoys owing to FDI. Thus, option a is not a 

likely measure the Government / RBI can take to revive the Indian economy.  

● Encouraging Make in India: It will help by creating employment opportunities, more 

investments. Thus, option b is one of the most likely measures the Government/RBI can 

take to revive the Indian economy.  

● Increased government spending on projects such as infrastructure is one of the 

Expansionary fiscal policy adopted by the Government (other includes tax cuts, transfer 

payments, rebates) and will boost aggregate demand through fiscal stimulus.  

● Following an expansionary monetary policy will boost aggregate demand through 

monetary stimulus. Options c and d are part of the general policy prescription of 

Keynesian economics,  

● So, options c and d are the most likely measures the Government/RBI can take to revive 

the Indian economy. 

 

3. Consider the following statements about the 'tax-to-GDP ratio': 

1. It is a ratio of a nation’s tax revenue to its gross domestic product (GDP) 

2. Developed nations have a lower tax-to-GDP ratio, while that of developing nations 

tend to be higher. 

    Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a. 1 only 

b. 2 only 

c. Both 1 and 2 

d. Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Answer – A  

Explanation: 

The tax-to-GDP ratio is a ratio of a nation’s tax revenue relative to its gross domestic product 

(GDP), or the market value of goods and services a country produces.  

India’s tax-to-GDP ratio in 2018-19 was 10.9%, which is 0.3% less than what it was in 2017- 

18.  

Taxes and GDP are generally related. Developed nations have been observed to have 

collected higher level of taxes than developing countries even for comparable taxation rates. 

A significant reason for this is the difference in the compliance level and efficiency of tax 

collection mechanisms, both of which are better in a developed country. Hence, the higher 

the GDP, the more tax a nation collects. So the developed nations generally have higher tax-

to-GDP ratio than the developing ones on account of their size of the economy, the efficiency 

of tax collection mechanisms and robust compliance with taxation rules. For example, the 



 

overall tax-to-GDP Ratio of OECD is countries is around 34%, EU countries at 35%, the 

USA 27.1% and Japan around 36%. 

 

4. Consider the following statements with regard to Inter State Water Disputes: 

1. Article 262 provides that Parliament alone can make laws on Inter-state water disputes. 

2. Parliament may restrict the jurisdiction of the Supreme Court in these matters. 

     3. The decision of an Inter-State Water dispute Tribunal is final and binding on the parties 

involved. 

    Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a. 1 and 2 only 

b. 2 only 

c. 1 and 3 only 

d. 1, 2 and 3 

 

Answer - D 

Explanation: 

Statement 1 is correct. According to Article 262, Parliament alone has the authority to make 

laws on Inter-state water disputes. 

Statement 2 is correct. Article 262 also allows the Parliament to restrict the Supreme Court 

and other courts from interfering in these disputes. 

Statement 3 is correct. Under Inter-State Water Disputes Act 1956, Parliament can establish 

an ad-hoc tribunal for a river water dispute. The decision of the tribunal is binding and final 

on the parties. Neither the Supreme Court nor any other Court has any jurisdiction in these 

matters. 

 

5.  Sonneratia caseolaris is sometime seen in news, it is associated with: 

a. Endangered Specie 

b. Variety of Mangrove 

c. Specie of Fingerling 

d. Wild Fruit 

Answer - B 

Explanation: 

Sonneratia caseolaris  

● Variety of Mangrove  

● commonly-known as mangrove apple 

 

Q6. Considered the following statements with regards to World Food 

Programme(WFP) 

 

1. WFP is the food-assistance branch of the World Bank Group 

2. It is the world's largest humanitarian organization 

3. It also provides direct cash assistance and medical supplies 

Which of the above statements is correct? 

a. 1 and 2 only 



 

b. 2 only 

c. 2 and 3 

d. 1, 2 and 3 

 

Answer - C 

Explanation: 

World Food Programme(WFP)   

● It was established in 1961 by the Food and Agriculture Organisation (FAO) and the 

United Nations General Assembly (UNGA) and became a full-fledged UN programme in 

1965   

● Headquarter: Rome, Italy   

● World Food Programme (WFP) is the food-assistance branch of the United Nations   

● It is the world's largest humanitarian organization, the largest one focused on hunger and 

food security  

● In addition to emergency food relief, WFP offers technical assistance and development 

aid, such as building capacity for emergency preparedness and response, managing 

supply chains and logistics, promoting social safety programs, and strengthening 

resilience against climate change   

● The agency is also a major provider of direct cash assistance and medical supplies, and 

provides passenger services for humanitarian workers  

 

Q.7. With reference to Collective Security Treaty Organization, considered the 

following statements 

1. It is a NATO like alliance led by Russia 

2. All central Asian countries are its members 

    Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

a. 1  only 

b. 2 only 

c. Both 1 and 2 

d. None of the above 

Answer - A 

Explanation: 

Collective Security Treaty Organization   

● It is a Russia-led military alliance which ensures the collective defence of any member 

that faces external aggression   

● Collective defence means that an attack against one Ally is considered as an attack 

against all Allies 

● It originates from the conclusion of the Collective Security Treaty, which was signed in 

Tashkent (Uzbekistan) in 1992   

● Members: Armenia, Belarus, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyz Republic, Russia and Tajikistan 

 

 

 



 

Q 8. Considered the following statements with reference to Bilateral Patent Prosecution 

Highway (PPH) programme 

1. It has commenced between the Indian Patent Office (IPO) and the European Patent 

Office (EPO). 

2. Under this Indian Patent Office may receive patent applications in certain specified 

technical fields only 

3. Guidelines of this program are issued under the Controller General of Patents, 

Designs & Trade Marks, India (CGPDTM). 

     Which of the following statements is are correct? 

a. 1 only 

b. 1 and 2 only 

c. 2 and 3 only 

d. 1, 2, and 3 

 

Answer - C 

Explanation: 

Patent Prosecution Highway (PPH) Pilot Program 

The Patent Prosecution Highway (PPH) is a set of initiatives for providing accelerated patent 

prosecution procedures by sharing information between some patent offices. It also permits 

each participating patent office to benefit from the work previously done by the other patent 

office, with the goal of reducing examination workload and improving patent quality 

A Bilateral Patent Prosecution Highway (PPH) pilot program has commenced between the 

Indian Patent Office (IPO) and the Japan Patent Office (JPO). 

Guidelines of this program are issued under the Controller General of Patents, Designs & 

Trade Marks, India (CGPDTM) with patent offices of various other interest countries or 

regions. 

PPH will initially commence between Japan Patent Office (JPO) and Indian Patent Office on 

pilot basis for a period of three years. 

The Government of India aligned by the Department of Industrial Policy and Promotion 

(DIPP) that deals with intellectual property matters, has signed an agreement with the 

Japanese Patent Office (JPO) to start a Patent Prosecution Highway (PPH) 

Under this pilot programme, Indian Patent Office may receive patent applications in certain 

specified technical fields only, like electrical, electronics, computer science, information 

technology, physics, civil, mechanical, textiles, automobiles and metallurgy. 

 

Q.9. Consider the following statements with reference to “LiDAR Technology”  

1. It's a method for measuring distances by illuminating the target with laser light and 

measuring the reflection with a sensor. 

2. It struggles to give result in fog, rain, snow and dusty weather. 

    Which of the following statements is/are correct? 

a. 1 only 

b. 2 only 

c. Both 1 and 2 

d. Neither 1 nor 2 



 

 

Answer - C 

Explanation: 

Minister of Environment, Forest and Climate Change addressing recently said that they are 

conducting the LiDAR-based survey of degraded forest areas for soil moisture conservation 

projects. 

'Lidar' is a method for measuring distances (ranging) by illuminating the target with laser 

light and measuring the reflection with a sensor. Differences in laser return times and 

wavelengths can then be used to make digital 3-D representations of the target. It has 

terrestrial, airborne, and mobile applications. 

Lidar is commonly used to make high-resolution maps, with applications in surveying, 

geodesy, geomatics, archaeology, geography, geology, geomorphology, seismology, forestry, 

atmospheric physics, laser guidance, airborne laser swath mapping (ALSM), and laser 

altimetry. 

Can’t perform well in fog, rain, snow and dusty weather. 

 

10. Which of the following is/are the second-generation biofuels? 

1. Agricultural residue 

2. Algae 

3. Municipal solid waste 

     Select the correct answer using the options below 

a. 1 and 2 only 

b. 2 only 

c. 1 and 3 only 

d. 1, 2, and 3 

Answer - C 

Explanation: 

Dr Kishalay Mitra, lead researcher, Department of Chemical Engineering, IIT Hyderabad, 

stated recently that the second-generation sources include agricultural waste products such as 

straw, hay and wood, among others, that do not intrude upon food sources. 

To qualify as a second-generation feedstock, a source must not be suitable for human 

consumption. Second-generation biofuel feedstocks include specifically grown inedible 

energy crops, cultivated inedible oils, agricultural and municipal wastes, waste oils. 

Municipal Solid Waste comprises a very large range of materials, and total waste arisings are 

increasing.  

In the UK, recycling initiatives decrease the proportion of waste going straight for disposal, 

and the level of recycling is increasing each year. However, there remain significant 

opportunities to convert this waste to fuel via gasification or pyrolysis 

Biofuel from Algae is a third-generation biofuel 

 


