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1. Consider the following statements about Treaty of Salbai: 

1. Treaty of Salbai was signed between the Marathas and the British East India Company. 

2. British Recognized the territorial claims of Mahadji Shinde in west of Yamuna River. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Solution c) Both 1 and 2  

Both the statements are correct. 

Treaty of Salbai was signed between the Marathas and the British East India Company. 

As per this treaty: 

• British acknowledged Madhavrao II Narayan as Peshwa of the Maratha Empire 

• British Recognized the Territorial claims of Mahadji Shinde in west of Yamuna River. • 

Raghunath Rao was freed and a pension was fixed for them. 

• British East India Company got the control of the Salsette. 

• British promised to support Marathas in case they attack Hyder Ali of Mysore and retake the 

territories of Carnatic. 

2. Consider the following statements given below: 

1. Departmental Standing committees have the responsibility to draft and create the annual budget. 

2. No money from the Consolidated Fund of India can be withdrawn without the consent of the 

Parliament. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 



Solution b) 2 only 

Statement 1 is incorrect while statement 2 is correct. 

The responsibility to draft and create the annual budget lies with Department of Economic Affairs. 

No money from the Consolidated Fund of India can be withdrawn without the consent of the 

Parliament. A bill needs to be passed by the government for any such withdrawal. 

3. Which of the following events given below add carbon dioxide to the carbon cycle on the 

planet Earth? 

 

1. Volcanic Eruptions 

2. Respiration 

3. Photosynthesis 

4. Decay of Organic Matter 

Select the correct answer using the codes given below 

a) 1, 2 and 3 only 

b) 2, 3 and 4 only 

c) 1, 2 and 4 only 

d) 1, 2, 3 and 4 

Solution c) 1, 2 and 4 are correct. 

Volcanic eruptions emit water vapour and toxic gases into the atmosphere such as carbon dioxide, 

sulphur dioxide, hydrogen sulphide, hydrochloric acid and carbon monoxide. 

Breathing (or respiration, or ventilation) is the process of moving air into and out of the lungs to 

facilitate gas exchange with the internal environment, mostly by bringing in oxygen and flushing 

out carbon dioxide. 

Photosynthesis takes in the carbon dioxide produced by all breathing organisms and reintroduces 

oxygen into the atmosphere. 

Decay of organic matter or putrefaction utilize the remains of once-living tissue as a source of 

nutrition. In the decomposition process, different products are released: carbon dioxide (CO2), 

energy, water, plant nutrients and re-synthesized organic carbon compounds. 

4. With reference to the Simon Commission, consider the following statements: 

1. It recommended the replacement of dyarchy with responsible government in the provinces. 

2. It was boycotted by all political parties in India. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Solution a) 1 only 

Statement 1 is correct while statement 2 is incorrect. 

In November 1927 (i.e., 2 years before the schedule), the British Government announced the 

appointment a seven-member statutory commission under the chairmanship of Sir John Simon to 



report on the condition of India under its new Constitution. 

All the members of the commission were British and hence, almost all the parties boycotted the 

commission with a few exceptions like Justice Party of Madras and Unionist Party in Punjab. 

5. Consider the following statements:  

1. Black soils are rich in Iron, magnesia and alumina. 

2. Laterite soils are rich in lime, iron oxide and aluminium compounds. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Solution a) 1 only 

Statement 1 is correct while statement 2 is incorrect. 

Chemically, the black soils are rich in lime, iron, magnesia and alumina. They also contain potash. 

But they lack in phosphorous, nitrogen and organic matter. 

Laterite soil – With rain, lime and silica are leached away, and soils rich in iron oxide and 

aluminium compound are left behind. These soils are poor in organic matter, nitrogen, phosphate 

and calcium, while iron oxide and potash are in excess. 

6. Consider the following statements. 

1. The Agriculture sector is the largest employer of workforce in India. 

2. India is the world’s largest consumer and importer of vegetable oil. 

3. Oilseed production in India has steadily increased in the last five years. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 1, 3 

c) 1, 2 

d) 1, 2, 3 

Solution: b) 1 and 3 only 

The agriculture sector has experienced buoyant growth in the past two years. The sector, which is 

the largest employer of workforce, accounted for a sizeable 18.8 per cent (2021- 22) in Gross 

Value Added (GVA) of the country registering a growth of 3.6 per cent in 2020-21 and 3.9 per cent 

in 2021-22. 

 India is one of the major oilseeds growing country. The oilseed production in India has steadily 

increased since 2016-17 onward after showing a fluctuating trend prior to that. India is the 

world’s second largest consumer and number one importer of vegetable oil. 

 

 



7. Amongst the following Pre-Congress associations, which one was the earliest to be formed? 

a) The British Indian Association 

b) The Bombay Association 

c) The Madras Mahajana Sabha 

d) Poona Sarvojanik Sabha 

Solution a)  

These were some of the early Political Associations that paved the way for organized struggle in 

India: 

• The British Indian Association – 1851 

• The Bombay Association — 1852, 

• Poona Sarvojanik Sabha—1870 

• The Madras Mahajana Sabha—1884 

8. Which of the following do not come under the original jurisdiction of the Supreme Court? 

1. Inter-state water disputes 

2. Matters related to the finance commission 

3. A suit by a private citizen against the Centre or a state 

Select the correct answer using the codes given below 

a) 1 and 2 only 

b) 2 and 3 only 

c) 1 and 3 only 

d) 1, 2 and 3 

Solution d)  

All the matters given above and other disputes of commercial nature between the centre and the 

states; questions of political nature; disputes arising out of a pre-constitutional agreement or treaty 

etc. also do not come under original jurisdiction of the SC. 

9. Consider the following statements: 

 

1. The enclosed seas in the low latitudes have lower temperature than the open seas. 

2. The enclosed seas in the high latitudes have higher temperature than the open seas. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Solution d) Neither 1 nor 2  

Both the statements are incorrect. 

The enclosed seas in the low latitudes record relatively higher temperature than the open seas 

whereas the enclosed seas in the high latitudes have lower temperature than the open seas. 



10. Which of the following is not a non-tariff measure? 

a) Import licencing procedures 

b) Technical Barriers to Trade 

c) Phytosanitary restrictions 

d) All of the above are non-tariff measures. 

Solution: d)  

Non-tariff measure (NTMs) are defined as policy measures, other than ordinary customs tariffs, 

that can potentially have an economic effect on international trade in goods, changing quantities 

traded, or prices or both. 

As a result, NTMs cover a broad range of policies including traditional trade policy instruments, 

such as quotas or price controls. 

However, they also comprise technical regulatory measures that pursue important non-trade 

objectives that relate to health and environmental protection, such as Sanitary and Phytosanitary 

(SPS) measures and Technical Barriers to Trade (TBT). 



 

 

 


