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1. Consider the following statements regarding Kathakali. 

1. It is the oldest dance form that is recognized as a classical dance in India. 

2. The characters in a Kathakali performance are broadly divided into satvika, rajasika and 

tamasika types. 

3. The body movement styles in Kathakali borrow from early martial arts of Kerala. 

Select the correct answer code: 

 a) 1 and 3 only 

 b) 2 and 3 only 

 c) 1 only 

 d) 1, 2 and 3  

Solution: b) 2 and 3 only 

• Kathakali is considered to be of comparatively recent origin. 

• However, it is an art which has evolved from many social and religious theatrical forms 

which existed in the southern region in ancient times. 

• These are the gunas or the flavours of dance that help present different faces and emotions. 

• For body movements and choreographical patterns, Kathakali is also indebted to the early 

martial arts of Kerala. 

• Chakiarkoothu, Koodiyattam, Krishnattam and Ramanattam are few of the ritual 

performing arts of Kerala which have had a direct influence on Kathakali in its form and 

technique. 

 

2. The term ‘Tala-Maddale’, which is sometimes seen in news, is associated with : 

 a) It is a regional dance form of Kerala 

 b) It is a musical instrument 

 c) It is a form of Dravidian Architecture 

 d) It is a variant of Yakshagana theater 

Solution (d) 

 



 

Talamaddale theatre  

• Tala-Maddale is an ancient form of performance dialogue or debate performance in 

Southern India in the Karavali and Malnad regions of Karnataka and Kerala. 

• The plot and content of the conversation is drawn from popular mythology but the 

performance mainly consists of an impromptu debate between characters involving 

sarcasm, puns, philosophy positions and humour. 

• The main plot is sung from the same oral texts used for the Yakshgana form of dance- 

drama. 

• Performers claim that this was a more intellectual rendition of the dance during the 

monsoon season. 

 

3. Dharashiv caves, believed to be built around 5th-7th centuries are located in which of 

the following state? 

 a) Madhya Pradesh 

 b) Rajasthan 

 c) Maharashtra 

 d) Karnataka 

Solution (c) 

Dharashiv caves 

• Dharashiv caves are the nexus of 7 caves in Balaghat mountains in Maharashtra. 

• These have been declared as protected area by Government of Maharashtra. 

• They are believed to be built around 5th-7th centuries. First cave has been discovered in 

10th century during the age of Rashtrakutas. 

• There have been debates over caves whether they are Buddhist or Jain creations.  

• It is believed that these caves were originally Buddhist, but later some caves were 

converted to Jain caves. 

 

4. Which of the following statements is/are true regarding ‘Kalaripayattu’? 

1. It is an Indian martial art and fighting style that originated in Kerala. 

2. It includes strikes, kicks, grappling, preset forms, weaponry and healing methods. 

Select the correct answer using the codes given below: 

 a) 1 only 

 b) 2 only 

 c) Both 1 and 2 

 d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Solution (c) 

Kalaripayattu 

• It is also known as Kalari. 

• It is an Indian martial art and fighting style that originated in Kerala. 

 



 

 

5. Consider the following statements regarding Nagara style temple and Dravidan style 

temple? 

1. Nagara temples have a Garbha griha while Dravidan temples do not. 

2. Both Nagara and Dravidan temples have mandaps. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 a) 1 only 

 b) 2 only 

 c) Both 1 and 2 

 d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Solution (b) 2 Only  

• Dravidan temples have elaborate gates called Gopurams while Nagara Temples do not have 

them. Shikhar of Nagara temples are curved while Vimana of Dravidan temples have 

pyramidal shape. 

• Both nagara and Dravidan temples have Garbhagriha where the idol of the Chief deity is 

placed. 

Both Nagara and Dravidan temples have mandaps. 

 

6. Which of the following is/are form(s) of martial arts of India? 

1. Silambam 

2. Gotipua 

3. Kalaripayattu 

4. Thang-Ta 

Select the correct answer using the codes given below: 

 a) 1, 3 and 4 only 

 b) 2, 3 and 4 only 

 c) 1 and 3 only 

 d) 1, 2, 3 and 4 

 Solution (a) 1, 3 and 4 only 

• Silambam, Thang-Ta and Kalaripayattu are example of martial art prevail is India. 

• Gotipua is a traditional dance form in the state of Odisha, India, and the precursor of 

Odissi classical dance. In this form of dance, young boys who dress up as female to praise 

Lord Jagannath and Lord Krishna.  

 

7. Recently, Polonnaruwa district was in news. Which of the statements given below 

is/are true with regard to it? 

 



 

1. The district is known internationally for its evocative rock-cut Buddha sculptures and 

ancient city. 

2. It is a UNESCO World Heritage Site. 

3. It is called Sri Lanka’s rice hub. 

Choose correct answer: 

 a) 1 only 

 b) 1 and 2 only 

 c) 1, 2 and 3 

 d) Neither 1 nor 2  

Solution (c) 1, 2 and 3  

• Polonnaruwa district is known internationally for its evocative rockcut Buddha sculptures and 

ancient city — now a UNESCO World Heritage Site — that one strand of popular history 

traces to the Cholas. It is also the country’s rice bowl, with the district’s farmers producing 

the highest amount — 3 lakh metric tonnes last year — of paddy in the country. 

 

8. Which of the following temples were built during Vijayanagar period : 

1. Varadharaja 

2. Ekamparanatha 

3. Chidambaram 

Select the correct answer code: 

 a) 1 only 

 b) 2 and 3 only 

 c) 1, 2 and 3  

 d) None of the above 

Solution: c) 1, 2 and 3  

• Varadharaja and Ekamparanatha temples at Kanchipuram stand as examples for the 

magnificence of the Vijayanagara style of temple architecture. 

• The Raya Gopurams at Thiruvannamalai and Chidambaram speak the glorious epoch of 

Vijayanagar. They were continued by the Nayak rulers in the later period. 

 

9. Consider the following statements. 

1. The temple complex is known as the “Khajuraho of Vidarbha”. 

2. The temples belongs to nagara style of temple architecture. 

3. The temples belong to saiva, vaishnava and sakta faith. 

The above statements are associated with : 

 a) Lingaraj Temple 

 b) Mahadeva Temple 

 c) Trikuteshwara Temple 



 

 d) Markandeshwar temple 

Solution: d) 

Known as the “Khajuraho of Vidarbha”, the Markandeshwar temple complex is situated on 

the bank of River Wainganga in district Gadchiroli of Maharashtra. 

• The temples belong to the Nagara group of temples of North India. 

• On stylistic grounds, their date ranges in between 9-12th centuries CE. 

• The temples belong to saiva, vaishnava and sakta faith. Most of the temples have a simple 

plan, with ardhamandapa, mandapa, antaralaand garbhagriha forming the component of 

the entire set up. 

 

10. From the below, identify the incorrect statement about National Monuments 

Authority (NMA)? 

 a) It has been set up as per provision of the Ancient Monuments and Archaeological Sites 

and Remains (AMASR) Act, 2010. 

 b) Director General of Archaeological Survey of India is ex-officio Chairman. 

 c) The act provide for NMA to be constituted with Chairperson and up to 5 whole time and 5 

part time member. 

 d) The act also provide for complete ban on construction in the prohibited area. 

Solution (b) 

National Monuments Authority (NMA) under the Ministry of Culture, Govt. of India has 

been setup as per provisions of Ancient Monuments and Archaeological Sites and Remains 

AMASR (Amendment and Validation) Act, 2010. Several functions have been assigned to 

the NMA for the protection and preservation of monuments and sites through management of 

the prohibited and regulated area around the centrally protected monuments. 

Some of them are  

• Statutory provision for the ‘prohibited’ and regulated areas. 

• Complete ban on construction in the prohibited area. 

• Providing statutory procedures for applications seeking permission for 

construction/repair/renovation. 

• The authority shall make necessary scrutiny of the Heritage bye laws and accord approval 

after inviting objections/suggestions from the public. 

• Grading and classification of monuments. 

The Act provides for NMA to be constituted with a Chairperson and up to 5 Whole Time and 

5 Part Time Members each and a Member Secretary. DG ASI is an ex officio Member. 

 


