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1. Which of the following most appropriately describes “Toranas”? 

 a) Collection of Chinars and Pietra duras seen in decorative works in Islami architecture 

 b) Calligraphy inscribed on interior walls of royal durbars 

 c) Gateways to Buddhist Stupas 

 d) Style of dome-based architecture introduced by Turks 

Solution: c) 

• Torana is a sacred or honorific gateway in Buddhist and Hindu architecture. It is made 

of wood or stone. Toranas are associated with Buddhist stupas like the Great 

Stupa in Sanchi, as well as with Jain and Hindu structures, and also with several secular 

structures. 

 

2. Consider the following statements with respect to Vijaya Vittala Temple, Hampi: 

1. World famous Stone Chariot of Hampi is inside this Temple 

2. It was built by the Wodeyar of Mysore 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

 a) 1 only 

 b) 2 only 

 c) Both 1 and 2 

 d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Solution (a) 1 only 

• It was built in the 15th century during the rule of Devaraya II, one of the rulers of the 

Vijayanagara Empire. 

• It is dedicated to Vittala and is also called Vijaya Vittala Temple. 

• Vittala is said to be an incarnation of Lord Vishnu. 

• Dravidian style adorns the built of the complex, which is further enhanced with elaborate 

carvings. 

• Hampi Chariot is inside the Vijaya Vittala Temple 

 

 



 

3. With reference to art and archaeological history of India, which one among the 

following was made earliest? 

a) Rock-cut caves at Udaygiri 

b) Port-city of Lothal 

c) Stupa at Sanchi 

d) Shore temple at Mahabalipuram 

Solution: b) 

• Port-city of Lothal - Harappan times (approximately 3700 BCE). 

• Stupa at Sanchi - Mauryan times (Construction started - 3rd century BCE). 

• Rock-cut caves at Udaygiri - Post-mauryan times. (Early years of the fifth century CE). 

• Shore temple at Mahabalipuram - Pallava period. ( 5th century AD) 

 

4. Consider the following statements 

1. Gandhara School became the first to make the face and figures of the Buddha. 

2. The Buddha image at Mathura is modelled on the lines of Yaksha images. 

Which of the statements given above is/are NOT correct? 

 a) 1 only 

 b) 2 only 

 c) Both 1 and 2 

 d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Solution (a) 1 only 

The Mathura School became the first to make the face and figures of the Buddha. 

Hence Statement 1 is incorrect. 

The Buddha image at Mathura is modelled on the lines of Yaksha images whereas in 

Gandhara it has Hellenistic features. 

Hence Statement 2 is correct. 

5. Consider the following statements with reference to the Thangka Paintings: 

1. These paintings are primarily found in Manipur. 

2. The central figure in a Thangka is always Buddha only. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

 a) 1 only 

 b) 2 only 

 c) Both 1 and 2 

 d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Solution (d) Neither 1 nor 2  

• Thangkas are typical paintings of Sikkim 



 

• Thankas/Thangkas are religious scrolls found hanging in monasteries and in Sikkimese 

homes.  

• The central figure in a Thanka is always a Buddha or any other deity or bodhisattva of 

Mahayana Buddhism 

Hence both the statements are incorrect. 

6. Kundhei, Bommalattam are an example of 

 a) Theatre form of Kerala. 

 b) Form of String puppetry. 

 c) Theatre form combining dance and music. 

 d) Folk dance of Karnataka. 

Solution (b) 

Kundhei, Bommalattam, Gombeyatta, Kathputli etc are an example of String Puppetry. 

7. Consider the following statements 

1. In the earliest tradition of Indian music may be traced to Yajur Veda. 

2. The earliest text dealing exclusively with performing arts is Matanga’s Brihaddesi 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 a) 1 only 

 b) 2 only 

 c) Both 1 and 2 

 d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Solution (d) Neither 1 nor 2  

The earliest tradition of Indian music may be traced to Sama Veda which contained the 

slokas that were put to music. 

Hence Statement 1 is incorrect. 

The earliest text dealing exclusively with performing arts is Bharata’s Natyashashtra 

(compiled between second century BC and second century AD) which has six chapters on 

music. 

Hence Statement 2 is incorrect. 

8. If the total size of the economy is growing year after year, it implies that 

1. GDP growth rate must be increasing steadily year after year. 

2. Gross Capital formation in the economy must be increasing year after year. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

 a) 1 only 

 b) 2 only 

 c) Both 1 and 2 

 d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 



 

Solution: d) Neither 1 nor 2  

GDP at market prices calculates total value of goods and services produced within a year at 

market prices. 

If it increases, it means entrepreneurs have decided to produce more goods and services. 

This can happen even without an increase in actual investment, with the same machinery and 

labour. 

If the size of economy grows proportionately larger each year, while the growth rate is 

positive, it may not necessarily be increasing. So, statement 1 is incorrect. 

 

9. Consider the following statements regarding managed floating exchange rate system. 

1. During times of heavy capital inflows, RBI occasionally intervenes by purchasing the 

dollars and this is known as managed float. 

2. Objective of this intervention is to minimise the fluctuation in the exchange rate of rupee. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

 a) 1 only 

 b) 2 only 

 c) Both 1 and 2 

 d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Solution: c) Both 1 and 2  

Managed float regime is the current international financial environment in which exchange 

rates fluctuate from day to day, but central banks attempt to influence 

their countries’ exchange rates by buying and selling currencies to maintain a certain range. 

Objective of this intervention is to minimise the fluctuation in the exchange rate of rupee. 

10. According to the Constitution, Territory of India includes which of the following 

categories  

1. Territories of the states  

2. Union territories  

3. Territories that may be acquired by the Government of India at any time  

Select the correct answer code:  

a) 1 only  

b) 1 and 2 only 

c) 2 and 3 only 

d) 1, 2 and 3  

 



 

Solution: d) 1, 2 and 3  

According to Article 1, the territory of India can be classified into three categories: 

(i) Territories of the states  

(ii) Union territories  

(iii) Territories that may be acquired by the Government of India at any time.  

 


