
 

A 

 

 

Test Booklet Series 

Preliminary Examination 2021 

GENERAL STUDIES 

Time Allowed: 12 Minute                  No. of questions 10                    Maximum Marks: 20 

1. Consider the following statements: 

1. Ramsar Convention is an intergovernmental treaty related to wetland protection. 

2. India has the highest Ramsar sites in the South Asia region. 

3. Mansar Lake and Asan Conservation Reserve are the Ramsar sites. 

Which of the statements given above are correct? 

a) 1 and 2 only 

b) 2 and 3 only 

c) 1 and 3 only 

d) 1, 2 and 3 

Solution d) 1, 2 and 3  

• In a move to increase tourism in the Jammu & Kashmir, the Ministry of Development of 

North Eastern Region inaugurated the Mansar Lake Development Plan. 

• Mansar Lake is Ramsar designated site. 

• All the statements are correct: The Ramsar Convention was signed on February 2, 1971, 

in the Iranian city of Ramsar and it is also called Convention on Wetlands of International 

Importance. 

• It is the only global treaty to focus on a single ecosystem. It is one of the oldest inter-

governmental accord signed by members countries to preserve the ecological character of 

their wetlands of international importance. The aim of the Ramsar list is to develop and 

maintain an international network of wetlands which are important for the conservation of 

global biological diversity and for sustaining human life through the maintenance of their 

ecosystem components, processes and benefits. Wetlands declared as Ramsar sites are 

protected under strict guidelines of the convention. 

• India has a total of 39 Ramsar sites, highest in South Asia. Recently, Kabartal Wetland 

(Bihar) and Asan Conservation Reserve (Uttrakhand) have been designated as Ramsar 

sites. 

• Causes of Degradation of Wetlands- Major changes in land use for agriculture and 

grazing, water diversion for dams and canals and infrastructure development are 

considered to be some of the main causes of loss and degradation of wetlands. 

 

 

 



 

2. Consider the following statements. 

1. Genetic engineering can introduce alien genes in the seeds of a plant from even an 

animal or a soil bacterium. 

2. In India, the Genetic Engineering Appraisal Committee (GEAC) is the apex body that 

allows for commercial release of GM crops. 

3. Unapproved GM crops can be grown for private consumption, but not for commercial 

sale, according to the Environment (Protection) Act. 

    Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

 a) 2 only 

 b) 1 and 2 only 

 c) 1, 2 and 3  

 d) 1 and 3 only 

    Solution: b) 1 and 2 only 

• Conventional plant breeding involves crossing species of the same genus to provide 

the offspring with the desired traits of both parents. Genetic engineering aims to 

transcend the genus barrier by introducing an alien gene in the seeds to get the 

desired effects. The alien gene could be from a plant, an animal or even a soil 

bacterium. 

• Bt cotton, the only GM crop that is allowed in India, has two alien genes. 

• In India, the Genetic Engineering Appraisal Committee (GEAC) is the apex body that 

allows for commercial release of GM crops. In 2002, the GEAC had allowed the 

commercial release of Bt cotton. More than 95 per cent of the country’s cotton area 

has since then come under Bt cotton. Use of the unapproved GM variant can attract a 

jail term and fine under the Environmental Protection Act ,1989. 

 

3. Consider the following statements with respect to V Shaped Recovery in Economics 

1. It is characterized by a quick and sustained recovery in measures of economic 

performance after a sharp economic decline. 

2. It suggests that economic spending and employment will rapidly decline, but quickly 

pick back up. 

     Which of the statement(s) given above is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

    Solution c) Both 1 and 2 

    V Shaped Recovery in Economics 

• V-shaped recovery is a type of economic recession and recovery that resembles a "V" 

shape in charting. 

• V-shaped recovery represents the shape of a chart of economic measures economists 

create when examining recessions and recoveries. 

• V-shaped recovery involves a sharp rise back to a previous peak after a sharp decline 

in these metrics. 

 

 



 

 

4. Consider the following statements regarding Pension Fund Regulatory and 

Development Authority (PFRDA): 

1. PFRDA Act shall apply to all pension schemes which are not regulated by any other 

enactment. 

2. The provisions of PFRDA Act shall not apply to the schemes under Employees’ 

Provident Funds and Miscellaneous Provisions Act, 1952. 

     Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 a) 1 only 

 b) 2 only 

 c) Both 1 and 2 

 d) Neither 1 nor 2 

     Solution (c) Both 1 and 2  

• PFRDA Act shall apply to all pension schemes which are not regulated by any other 

enactment. 

           Hence Statement 1 is correct. 

• The provisions of PFRDA Act hall not apply to the schemes under Employees’ 

Provident Funds and Miscellaneous Provisions Act, 1952. 

           Hence Statement 2 is correct. 

 

5. Consider the following statements: 

1. Syngas is a mixture of carbon monoxide and nitrogen gas. 

2. It is produced when biomass is heated at low temperature and absence of oxygen.sider 

the following statements: 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

    Solution d) Neither 1 nor 2 

• Recently, the IISc and the Research and Development Centre of Indian Oil 

• Corporation Limited signed an MoU to develop and demonstrate biomass 

gasification-based hydrogen generation technology. 

• Statement 1 is not correct: The Hydrogen Generation Technology first produces 

hydrogen-rich syngas (synthetic gas) from biomass and then separates hydrogen from 

the syngas. Syngas is an abbreviation for synthesis gas. It is a mixture of carbon 

monoxide, carbon dioxide, and hydrogen. 

• Statement 2 is not correct: It is produced by pyrolysis of biomass at high 

temperature and absence of oxygen 

 

 



 

6. Consider the following statements 

1. Wahabi movement was an Islamic revivalist movement. 

2. Wahabi’s were supporting the English rule in India. 

    Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 a) 1 only 

 b) 2 only 

 c) Both 1 and 2 

 d) Neither 1 nor 2 

    Solution (a) 1 only 

• The Wahabi Movement was essentially an Islamic revivalist movement founded by 

Syed Ahmed of Rai Bareilly who was inspired by the teachings of Abdul Wahab. 

    Hence Statement 1 is correct. 

• After the defeat of the Sikh ruler and incorporation of Punjab into the East India 

Company’s dominion in 1849, the English dominion in India became the sole target 

of the Wahabis’ attacks. 

• The Wahabis played an important role in spreading anti- British sentiments. 

     Hence Statement 2 is incorrect. 

 

7. Consider the following statements with reference to Mrs. Annie Besant 

1. She was the first Woman President of the Indian National Congress. 

2. In 1917 she started the Women’s Indian Association.  

3. She founded a weekly newspaper known as Commonweal. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

 a) 2 only 

 b) 2 and 3 only 

 c) 1 and 2 only 

 d) 1,2 and 3 

Solution (d) 

Annie Besant joined the Theosophical Society in May 1889  

On August 1917, she was made the President of the Calcutta Session of the Indian National 

Congress. 

Hence statement 1 is correct. 

In 1917 she started the Women’s Indian Association to which she gave her powerful support. 

In 1924 the Association had 51 branches. In 1927 the first All India Women’s Conference 

was held in Poona and it became a permanent and powerful body. 

Hence statement 2 is correct. 

She founded a weekly newspaper ‘Commonweal’ in January 1914 for her political work. In 

June 1914 she purchased the ‘Madras Standard’ and renamed it ‘New India’.  



 

Hence statement 3 is correct. 

 

8. What are the basic tenets of militant school of thought that grew in starting period of 

20th Century . 

1. Hatred for foreign rule 

2. Swaraj to be the goal of national movement; 

3. No need now for direct political action rather resort to constitutional methods of 

protest .  

4. Belief in capacity of masses and harnessing them in freedom movement  

     Which of the following holds true : 

a) 1, 2 and 3 only 

b) 1, 2 and 4 only 

c) 2 and 4 only 

d) 1, 3 and 4 only 

Solution b) 1, 2 and 4 only 

 Basic tenets of this school of thought were: 

● hatred for foreign rule; since no hope could be 

derived from it, Indians should work out their own 

salvation; 

● swaraj to be the goal of national movement; 

● direct political action required; 

● belief in capacity of the masses to challenge the 

authority; 

● personal sacrifices required and a true nationalist to 

be always ready for it. 

 

9. Which of the following are true with regards to partition of Bengal in 1905-07 

1. The official reason given for the decision was that Bengal is that Bengal because  of 

violent militant movements is causing disruption in administering and so need to be 

divided.  

2. It was also stated that partition would help in the development of Assam if it came 

under the direct jurisdiction of the government 

3. However, Real motive behind the partition plan was seen to be the British desire to 

weaken Bengal, the nerve centre of Indian nationalism.  

    Which of the following holds true : 

a) 1 and 2 only 

b) 1 and 3 only 

c) 2 and 3 only 

d) 1, 2 and 3  

 



 

Solution c) 2 and 3 only 

The official reason given for the decision was that Bengal is that Bengal  had become too big 

to be administered.  

It was also stated that partition would help in the development of Assam if it came under the 

direct jurisdiction of the government 

Real motive behind the partition plan was seen to be the British desire to weaken 

Bengal, the nerve centre of Indian nationalism. \This it sought 

to achieve by putting the Bengalis under two administrations 

by dividing them: 

(i) on the basis of language, thus reducing the Bengalis to a minority in Bengal itself (as in 

the new proposal Bengal proper was to have 17 million 

Bengalis and 37 million Hindi and Oriya speakers); and 

(ii) on the basis of religion, as the western half was 

to be a Hindu majority area (42 million out of a 

total 54 million) and the eastern half was to be a 

Muslim majority area (18 million out of a total of 

31 million) 

 

10. Consider the following statements  

1. The unfulfilled demand of remission of taxes of farmers due to plague in Gujarat led 

to Kheda Satyagraha. 

2. Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel is one of the important leaders of Ahmedabad Mill Strike. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 a) 1 only 

 b) 2 only 

 c) Both 1 and 2 

 d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Solution (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Because of drought in 1918, the crops failed in Kheda district of Gujarat. 

The unfulfilled demand of remission of taxes of farmers due to drought led to Kheda 

Satyagraha. 

Hence Statement 1 is incorrect. 

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel is one of the important leaders of Kheda Satyagraha. 

Hence Statement 2 is incorrect. 



 

 


