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GENERAL STUDIES 

Time Allowed: 12 Minute                  No. of questions 10                    Maximum Marks: 20 

1. With reference to ‘Gramodyog 

Vikas Yojana’, consider the 

following statements and choose 

the correct options: 

1. It is launched by the Ministry 

of Micro, Small and Medium 

Enterprises. 

2. Khadi and Village Industries 

Commission (KVIC) is 

entrusted with providing 

training and assistance. 

Which of the following statement 

is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

2. Which of the following statements 

is/are correct about the Atal 

Ranking of Institutions on 

Innovation Achievements 

(ARIIA)? 

a) It is launched by NITI Aayog 

b) It includes Intellectual Property 

as a parameter to rank higher 

education 

c) Both are correct 

d) None is correct 

 

 

3. Consider the following statements 

with respect to Student 

Entrepreneurship Programme  

1. Atal Innovation Mission 

(AIM), NITI Aayog, in 

collaboration with Facebook 

has launched SEP2.0 for 

young innovators of Atal 

Tinkering Labs (ATLs) 

2. Students will receive mentor 

support; prototyping and testing 

support; end-user feedback; 

intellectual property registration 

and patenting of ideas, 

processes, and products; 

manufacturing support; as well 

as the launch support of the 

product in the market 

Which of the above statements 

is/are correct? 

(a). 1 only 

(b). 2 only 

(c). Both 1 and 2 

(d). Neither 1 nor 2. 

 

4. "Catch the Rain Awareness 

Campaign" was launched 

recently by which of the 

following? 

a) Krishi Vigyan Kendras 

b) National Water Mission 

c) National Water Research 

Institute 

d) Both A and B 



 

5.  Consider the following statements 

with respect to Institute of 

Excellence 

1. They are exempted from 

reservation policies under the 

Central Educational Institutions 

(Reservation in Teachers’ 

Cadre) Act of 2019. 

2. In India, all Indian Institute of 

Technologies’ (IITs) and Indian 

Institute of Managements’ 

(IIMs) comes under the 

category of Institutes of 

Excellence. 

Which of the statement(s) given 

above is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

6. Consider the following statements 

regarding Atmanirbhar Digital 

India Foundation (ADIF). 

1. Atmanirbhar Digital 

India Foundation (ADIF) was 

setup recently by the 

Department 

of Science& Technology to 

represent the digital ecosystem 

in the country. 

2. It advises the government and 

sector regulators with respect to 

required legal and policy 

framework to promote local 

digital entities. 

3. It aims to ensure a level-playing 

field between Indian digital 

businesses and global 

enterprises such as Google, 

Facebook and Microsoft. 

Which of the above statements 

is/are correct? 

 a) 1 and 2 only  

 b) 1 and 3 only 

 c) 2 and 3 only 

 d) 2 only 

 

7. Consider the following statements 

about geographical outreach of 

Indus Valley Civilisation: 

1. Suktagendor forms the boundary 

in north. 

2. Alamgirpur forms the boundary in 

east. 

Which of the statements given 

above is/are correct? 

a)  1 only 

b)  2 only 

c)  Both 1 and 2 

d)  Neither 1 nor 2 

 

8. Which one of the following 

describes the concept of Middle 

Path in Buddhism? 

(a) The character of the noble eight-

fold path that leads to the 

elimination of human misery. 

(b) The cessation of the cyclic order 

of existence, as depicted by the 

‘wheel of life’. 

(c) Neither the category of being nor 

the category of non-being 

possesses ultimate validity. 

(d) All of the above 

 

9. Consider the following statements 

regarding the Second 

Urbanisation: 

1. The centre of economic and 

political activity shifted from 

the North-West, Punjab and 

Haryana to Central UP (Agra) 

and present day Madhya 

Pradesh. 



 

2. The use of better iron tools and 

weapons enabled some 

territorial states to become very 

large and called as 

Mahajanapadas. 

Which of the statements given 

above is/are correct? 

a)  1 only 

b)  2 only 

c)  Both 1 and 2 

d)  Neither 1 nor 2 

10. Barabar caves carved out on the 

orders of King Ashoka were for 

the use of which of the following 

sect? 

a)  Buddhist 

b)  Jains 

c)  Ajivika 

d)  Hindu 

 

ANSWER 

1.Solution : c) Both 1 and 2 

 The Ministry of Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises has approved a programme for the 

benefit of artisans involved in manufacturing of Agarbatti under the Gramodyog Vikas 

Yojana. 

• Khadi and Village Industries Commission (KVIC) will provide training and assistance as 

well as work and raw material to artisans working in this area, in tie-up with Agarbatti 

manufacturing machines. 

2.Solution b)  

Atal Ranking of Institutions on Innovation Achievements (ARIIA) is an initiative of Ministry 

of Human Resource Development (MHRD) (Now, it is the Ministry of Education), Govt. of 

India to systematically rank all major higher educational institutions and universities in India. 

ARIIA ranking will primarily focus on 6 main parameters: 

1. Programs and Activities on IPR, Innovation, Start-up and Entrepreneurship. 

2. Pre Incubation & Incubation Infrastructure & Facilities to Support I&E. 

3. Annual Budget Spent on Promoting and Supporting I&E Activities. 

4. Courses on Innovation, IPR and Entrepreneurship Development. 

5. Intellectual Property (IP), Technology Transfer and Commercialization. 

6. Successful Innovation and Start-ups & Funding Innovation & start-up 

3.Solution: b) 2 only 

Student Entrepreneurship Programme  

• Atal Innovation Mission (AIM), NITI Aayog, in collaboration with Dell 

Technologies has launched SEP2.0 for young innovators of Atal Tinkering Labs 

(ATLs)  
• It will allow student innovators to work closely with Dell volunteers  

• They will receive mentor support; prototyping and testing support; end-user feedback; 

intellectual property registration and patenting of ideas, processes, and products; 

manufacturing support; as well as the launch support of the product in the market. 

 

 

 

 



 

4.Solution : b)  

• National Water Mission (NWM), Ministry of Jal Shakti in collaboration with Nehru 

Yuva Kendra Sangathan (NYKS), Ministry of Youth Affairs & Sports launched the 

“JSA II: Catch the Rain” Awareness Generation Campaign recently. 

• NWM has launched a campaign Catch the rain” with tag line “catch the rain, where it 

falls, when it falls” in order to nudge all stake-holders to create Rain Water Harvesting 

Structures (RWHS) suitable to the climatic conditions and sub-soil strata to store rain 

water as rains falling in the four/five months of monsoon are the only source of water for 

most parts of the country.   

Some of the activities suggested to be taken up with peoples’ active participation under 

this campaign are: 

1. To make water harvesting pits 

2. Rooftop RWHS and check dams 

3. Removal of encroachments and de-silting of tanks to increase their storage capacity 

4. Removal of obstructions in the channels which bring water to them from the catchment 

areas 

5. Repairs to traditional water harvesting structures like step-wells and using defunct bore-

wells and old wells to put the water back to aquifers 

• The collaboration with NYKS is a step to engage people at the grassroots through 

effective campaigning & IEC activities for implementation of the campaign. 

5.Solution: a) 1 only 

A committee constituted by the Union Ministry of Education (MoE) to suggest measures for 

effective implementation of reservation policies in IITs has recommended that these 

institutions be exempted from following the policies in faculty recruitment. 

The Committee was constituted in April 2020 with Director of IIT Delhi, V. Ramgopal Rao, 

as its Chairperson.  

It was asked to suggest measures on effective implementation of reservation policies not only 

in recruitment, but also for admissions. 

Highlights of the report 

• The committee suggested that IITs be included in the list of Institutes of Excellence (IoE) 

that are exempted from reservation policies under the Central Educational Institutions 

(Reservation in Teachers’ Cadre) Act (CEI Act) of 2019. Hence statement 1 is correct.  

• The committee based its recommendations primarily on arguments claiming the need for 

IITs to maintain their academic excellence and the lack of candidates from the reserved 

categories who fulfil the qualification criteria. 

• Currently, eight institutions, including the Homi Bhabha National Institute and its 

constituent units, Tata Institute of Fundamental Research, Space Physics Laboratory and 

Indian Institute of Remote Sensing are on the list. Hence statement 2 is not correct.  

6.Solution: c) 2 and 3 only 

• A clutch of Indian start-up entrepreneurs and investors have come together to form a new 

association to ensure a level-playing field between Indian digital businesses and global 

enterprises such as Google, Facebook, Microsoft, others in the booming digital economy.  



 

• The association named Atmanirbhar Digital India Foundation (ADIF) will also represent 

the digital ecosystem for advising the government and sector regulators with respect to 

required legal and policy framework to promote local digital entities. 

7.Solution b) 2 only 

• The Indus Civilisation and the contemporary cultures covered nearly 1.5 million sq. km 

area in India and Pakistan. The settlements of Sutkagen-dor in the west on the Pakistan– 

Iran border; Shortugai (Afghanistan) in the north; Alamgirpur (Uttar Pradesh, India) in the 

east and Daimabad (Maharashtra, India) in the south are the boundaries of this civilisation. 

Its core area was in the regions of Pakistan, Gujarat, Rajasthan and Haryana. 

8.Solution d)  

• According to Buddhism, in the whole of existence, reaction takes place in a cyclical order 

between two opposites, such as pleasure and pain, birth and death, virtue and vice etc. This 

process, as depicted in the ‘Wheel of life’, was set forth in the first and second of the four 

Noble Truths, the Truth of Suffering and the Truth of Origin of Suffering, by Buddha.  

• In the third and the fourth Noble Truths, the Truth of the Cessation of Suffering and the 

Truth of the Way leading to the Cessation of Suffering, Buddha gave the concept of 

Nirvana as the cessation of the cyclic order of existence and the middle path leading to the 

deliverance of nirvana. For Buddha, Dharma is the mean or middle way and represents the 

character of the noble eight-fold path that leads to the deliverance of nirvana and the state 

of the cessation of the cyclic order of existence. It also refers to the Buddha’s teaching of 

the middle way between the extremes of eternalism and nihilism which means that neither 

the category of being nor the category of non-being possesses ultimate validity. Hence, 

option D is the correct answer. 

9.Solution b) 2 only 

The sixth century BCE is known as an era of Second Urbanisation in the 

Indian Subcontinent. After the decline of the Harappan towns and nearly after a gap of 

more than a thousand years, urban centres emerged again but not in the Indus plain. 

o The centre of economic and political activity shifted from the North-West, 

Punjab, Haryana, and Western UP, to Eastern UP and Bihar (Ganga Basin). 

o This region was not only fertile on account of better rainfall and river systems, but 

was also closer to the iron production centres. 

o The new iron agricultural tools and implements (such as the ploughshare) 

enabled the people to clear thick forest cover and cultivate the hard soil of this area. 

o Also, iron weapons made the warrior class more important, and slowly, people 

gained a strong allegiance to the territory they belonged to rather than the Jana or 

tribe. 

o The use of better iron tools and weapons enabled some territorial states to 

become very large, and they came to be called Mahajanapadas (large territorial 

states) in North India (cities and states became visible in South India a few centuries 

later). 

o Most of the Mahajanapadas were situated in the north of Vindhyas, between 



 

10.Solution c)  

Around 40 km from Bodh Gaya lies a cluster of four caves, namely Karan Chaupar, Lomas 

Rishi, Sudama and Visvakarma, known as the Barabar Caves. 

o Carved out from a monolithic granite rock, these are supposed to have been constructed 

by emperor Ashoka for the use of Ajivaka ascetics. 

o The most unique cave is Lomas Rishi, whose façade is an exact replica of the wood and 

thatch huts of monks. The interior of the cave has a remarkable glass-like polish. 

 

 


