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Time Allowed: 12 Minute                  No. of questions 10                    Maximum Marks: 20 

1. Consider the following statements 

regarding a country’s Terms of 

Trade (ToT): 

1. It is the ratio between the index 

of export prices and the index of 

import prices. 

2. A country’s ToT is less than 

hundred percent if more capital is 

leaving the country than is 

entering into it. 

Which of the statements given 

above is/are correct? 

a)  1 only 

b)  2 only 

c)  Both 1 and 2 

d)  Neither 1 nor 2 

 

2. Consider the following statements 

regarding Karst topography. 

1. It is commonly associated with 

carbonate rocks. 

2. Such topography occurs only in 

tropical and temperate 

environments. 

3. Nearly a quarter of the world’s 

population depends upon water 

supplied from karst areas. 

Which of the above statements 

is/are correct? 

 a) 1 and 2 only 

 b) 1 and 3 only 

 c) 2 and 3 only 

 d) 1, 2 and 3  

3. Consider the following statements: 

1. Ramsar Convention on Wetlands 

is an intergovernmental treaty 

adopted in 1971. 

2. The Wetlands of International 

Importance are listed in the 

Montreux record. 

3. India’s first Centre for Wetland 

Conservation and Management 

(CWCM) has been recently 

established in Chennai. 

Which of the statements given 

above are correct? 

a) 1 and 2 only 

b) 2 and 3 only 

c) 1 and 3 only 

d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

4. Among the following Tiger 

Reserves, which one has the 

largest area under “Critical Tiger 

Habitat”? 

 (a) Corbett 

 (b) Bandipur 

 (c) Sathyamangalam 

 (d) Nagarjunasagar- Srisailam 

 

5. Consider the following statements 

regarding the Silappadikaram and 

the Manimekalai 

 



 

1. Silappadikaram was written by 

Ilango Adigal and Manimekalai 

was written by Buddhist poet 

Sithalai Sathanar 

2. Silappadikaram was written 

after 4 centuries of writing of 

Manimekalai  

Which of the statements given 

above is/are correct? 

 a) 1 only 

 b) 2 only 

 c) Both 1 and 2 

 d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

6. With reference to International 

Commission of Jurist, consider the 

following statements 

1. ICJ is an international human 

rights non-governmental 

organization. 

2. The ICJ is promoting human 

rights and the rule of law at 

various levels  

Which of the above statements is 

correct? 

(a).  1 only 

(b).  2 only 

(c).  Both 1 and 2 

(d).  Neither 1 nor 2. 

 

7. India is a member of which of the 

following? 

1. Organisation for Economic Co-

operation and Development 

2. Financial Action Task Force on 

Money Laundering 

3. Asia-Pacific Economic 

Cooperation 

    Choose the correct answer: 

 a) 1 and 2 only 

 b) 2 and 3 only 

 c) 2 only 

 d) 1 only 

 

8. Which of the following given below 

is/are the functions of National 

Human Rights Commission 

(NHRC)? 

1. To intervene in any proceeding 

involving allegation of violation of 

human rights pending before a 

court. 

2. To undertake and promote research 

in the field of human rights. 

3. To visit jails and detention places to 

study the living conditions of 

inmates and make recommendation 

thereon. 

Select the correct answer using the 

codes given below:  

a) 1 and 2 only 

b) 2 and 3 only 

c) 1 and 3 only 

d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

9. Consider the following statements 

regarding “Regulating Act, 1833”: 

1. It made the Governor-General of 

Bengal as the Governor – General 

of India and vested in him military 

powers and civil powers. 

2. The Governor-General of India was 

given exclusive legislative powers 

for the entire British India. 

Which of the statements given 

above is/are correct? 

a)  1 only 

b)  2 only 

c)  Both 1 and 2 

d)  Neither 1 nor 2 

 

10. The term Principle of Non-

Refoulement often seen in news is 

related to which of the following? 



 

a)  Economic offender 

b)  Refugees 

c)  Right to property 

d)  Polluter pay principle 

 

ANSWER 

1.Solution c) Both 1 and 2 

Both statements are correct. 

Terms of trade are defined as the ratio between the index of export prices and the index of 

import prices. It measures how many units of exports are required to purchase a single 

unit of imports. 

If the export prices increase more than the import prices, a country has a positive Terms of 

Trade, as for the same amount of exports, it can purchase more imports. 

The ratio is calculated by dividing the price of the exports by the price of the imports and 

multiplying the result by 100. 

When more capital is leaving the country than is entering into the country then the 

country’s TOT is less than 100%. When the TOT is greater than 100%, the country is 

accumulating more capital from exports than it is spending on imports. 

2.Solution: b) 1 and 3 only 

• The term karst describes a distinctive topography that indicates dissolution (also called 

chemical solution) of underlying soluble rocks by surface water or ground water. 

Although commonly associated with carbonate rocks (limestone and dolomite) other 

highly soluble rocks such as evaporates (gypsum and rock salt) can be sculpted into karst 

terrain. 

• Understanding caves and karst is important because ten percent of the Earth’s surface is 

occupied by karst landscape and as much as a quarter of the world’s  

• population depends upon water supplied from karst areas. Though most abundant in 

humid regions where carbonate rock is present, karst terrain occurs in temperate, 

tropical, alpine and polar environments. 

3.Solution d) 1, 2 and 3  

▪ Wetlands are ecosystems saturated with water, either seasonally or permanently. 

o Wetlands cover 15.26 million hectares or 4.6 per cent of the country's landmass. 

▪ Ramsar Convention on Wetlands is an intergovernmental treaty adopted in 1971 in 

the Iranian city of Ramsar, on the southern shore of the Caspian Sea. Hence, statement 1 

is correct. 

 

o It came into force for India on 1st February, 1982. Those wetlands which are of 

international importance are declared as Ramsar sites. 

 



 

▪ The Montreux Record is a register of wetland sites on the List of Wetlands of 

International Importance. It is maintained as part of the Ramsar List. Hence, statement 

2 is correct. 

▪ Recently India has established its first Centre for Wetland Conservation and 

Management (CWCM) in Chennai, Tamil Nadu. Hence, statement 3 is correct. 

 

o The Centre will focus on research on the protection of the country's wetlands, and will 

assist the government in designing and implementing policies for the same. 

4.Solution: (d) 

• It is the largest tiger reserve forest in India and a critical tiger habitat. 

• Significant quantity of reserves were recently discovered in parts of Andhra Pradesh and 

Telangana between Seshachalam forest and Sresailam (Southern edge of Andhra to 

Southern edge of Telangana). 

5.Solution (a) 1 only 

• Silappadikaram was written by Ilango Adigal in the second century A.D. 

• Manimekalai was written by Buddhist poet Sithalai Sathanar during the 5th century. 

• Silappadikaram and Manimekalai are called the ‘twin epics’ because they form a 

continuous story narrating the story of a single family – Kovalan (the rich merchant 

prince of Puhar),  

• Kannagi (Kovalan’s chaste wife), Madhavi (the dancer) with whom Kovalan lived in 

wedlock and Manimekalai, the child of this wedlock. 

      Hence Statement 1 is correct and 2 is incorrect 

6.Solution: c) Both 1 and 2  

International Commission of Jurist 

• The International Commission of Jurists is an international human rights non-

governmental organization, a standing group of 60 eminent jurists—including senior 

judges, attorneys and academics. 

• The ICJ is promoting human rights and the rule of law at various levels like the 

international level (e.g., the UN), regionally (e.g., the EU and Council of Europe), or 

domestically through it national sections. 

7.Solution (c) 2 only 

• Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) is an 

intergovernmental economic organisation with 37 member countries, founded in 1961 to 

stimulate economic progress and world trade. It is a forum of countries describing 

themselves as committed to democracy and the market economy, providing a platform to 

compare policy experiences, seeking answers to common problems, identify good 

practices and coordinate domestic and international policies of its members. Most OECD 

members are high-income economies with a very high Human Development Index (HDI) 

and are regarded as developed countries. OECD is an official United Nations 

observer. India is not a member. 

• The Financial Action Task Force (on Money Laundering) (FATF), is an 

intergovernmental organization founded in 1989 on the initiative of the G7 to develop 

policies to combat money laundering. In 2001 its mandate expanded to include terrorism 

financing. It monitors progress in implementing the FATF Recommendations through 



 

“peer reviews” (“mutual evaluations”) of member countries. The FATF Secretariat is 

housed at the OECD headquarters in Paris. India is a member. 

• India has requested membership in Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC), and 

received initial support from the United States, Japan, Australia and Papua New Guinea. 

Officials have decided not to allow India to join for various reasons, considering that 

India does not border the Pacific Ocean, which all current members do. 

8.Solution d) 1, 2 and 3  

      The National Human Rights Commission is a statutory but non-constitutional body. It 

was established in 1993 under a legislation enacted by the Parliament, namely, the 

Protection of Human Rights Act, 1993. 

The functions of the National Human Rights Commission (NHRC) are: 

1. To inquire into any violation of human rights or negligence in the prevention of such 

violation by a public servant, either suo motu or on a petition presented to it or on an 

order of a court. 

2. To intervene in any proceeding involving allegation of violation of human rights pending 

before a court. 

3. To visit jails and detention places to study the living conditions of inmates and make 

recommendation thereon. 

4. To review the constitutional and other legal safeguards for the protection of human rights 

and recommend measures for their effective implementation. 

5. To review the factors including acts of terrorism that inhibit the enjoyment of human rights 

and recommend remedial measures. 

 

9.Solution c) Both 1 and 2 

Regulating Act, 1833 was the final step towards centralization in British India. 

The features of this Act were as follows: 

It made the Governor-General of Bengal as the Governor – General of India and vested in 

him all civil and military powers. Thus, the act created, for the first time, Government of 

India having authority over the entire territorial area possessed by the British in India. Lord 

William Bentick was the first Governor-General of India. 

It deprived the Governor of Bombay and Madras of their legislative powers. The Governor-

General of India was given exclusive legislative powers for the entire British India. The laws 

made under the previous acts were called as Regulations, while laws made under this act 

were called as Acts. 

It ended the activities of the East India Company as a commercial body, which became a 

purely administrative body. It provided that the Company’s territories in India were held by it 

‘in trust for His Majesty, His heirs and successors’. 

10.Solution b)  

• Non-refoulement is a fundamental principle of international law. 



 

• It prohibits states from forcibly returning refugees to conditions that caused them to flee 

their homes in the first place, where they would be likely in danger of persecution based 

on race, religion, nationality, membership of a particular social group or political 

opinion. 

• It is also in charge of the exchequer control and internal audits. 

 


