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Test Booklet Series 

Preliminary Examination 2021 

GENERAL STUDIES 

Time Allowed: 12 Minute                  No. of questions 10                    Maximum Marks: 20 

1. Consider the following statements: 

1. Treasury bills are issued at a 

discount and redeemed at the face 

value at maturity. 

2. Cash Management Bills (CMBs) 

are generally issued for maturities 

less than 91 days. 

Which of the statements given 

above is/are NOT correct? 

 a) 1 only 

 b) 2 only 

 c) Both 1 and 2 

 d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

2. Consider the following statements: 

1. Shift of the position of Inter 

Tropical Convergence Zone 

(ITCZ)in summer. 

2. Presence of the high-pressure area, 

east of Madagascar, 

approximately at 20°S over the 

Indian Ocean. 

3. Movement of the westerly jet 

stream to the north of the 

Himalayas and the presence of 

the tropical easterly jet stream 

over the Indian peninsula during 

summer. 

 

Which of the above factors 

influence the formation of South-

West Monsoon? 

 (a) 1 and 2 only 

 (b) 1 and 3 only 

 (c) 2 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

3. Consider the following statements 

about neutrinos: 

1. They are the second most 

abundant particles after photons. 

2. They do not carry a charge. 

3. They do not interact with matter. 

 

Which of the given above 

statements is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 and 2 only 

 (b) 2 and 3 only 

 (c) 1 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

4. Consider the following statements 

regarding Sundarbans: 

1. It is a cluster of low-lying islands 

in the Bay of Bengal, spread 

across India, Bangladesh and 

Myanmar (Burma). 

2. It is the only mangrove habitat in 

the world for Panthera tigris tigris 

species. 

 

Which of the given above 

statements is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 only 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 



 

5. Which of the statements given 

above is/are not correct about a 

Fast Radio Burst (FRB): 

 

1. These are bright bursts of radio 

waves lasting only for 5-10 

seconds. 

2. NASA has spotted an FRB in 

the Milky Way after a period of 

28 years. 

3. The source of the Fast Radio 

Burst was a Supernova 

explosion. 

Select the correct answer using 

the code given below: 

a) 1 and 2 only 

b) 2 only 

c) 2 and 3 only 

d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

6. Consider the following statements 

with reference to the Thangka 

Paintings: 

1. These paintings are primarily 

found in Manipur. 

2. The central figure in a Thangka is 

always Buddha only. 

Which of the above statements 

is/are correct? 

 a) 1 only 

 b) 2 only 

 c) Both 1 and 2 

 d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

7. Identify the correct statement/s 

from the following in context to 

the habitat. 

1. A habitat does not necessarily 

have life in it. 

2. All habitats are environments, but 

all environments are not habitats. 

3. A habitat is always a preference 

of one species. 

Which of the above statements 

is/are correct? 

a) 1 and 2 only 

b) 2 and 3 only 

c) 1 and 3 only 

d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

8. Consider the following statements 

about Dew point. 

1. Dew point is the temperature at 

which the atmosphere is saturated 

with water vapour. 

2. The dew point occurs when 

relative humidity is 0%. 

Which of the above statements 

is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 
b) 2 only 
c) Both 1 and 2 
d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

9. Which of the following statements 

given below regarding 

International Criminal Court 

(ICC) is/are correct? 

1. International Criminal Court (ICC) 

is the first permanent, treaty 

based, international criminal court 

established to help end impunity 

for the perpetrators of the most 

serious crimes of concern to the 

international community. 

2. Although the Court’s expenses are 

funded primarily by States Parties, 

it also receives voluntary 

contributions from governments, 

international organisations, 

individuals, corporations and other 

entities. 

 



 

Select the correct answer using 

the codes given below 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

10. Consider the following statements 

regarding Pardoning powers of 

President. 

1. The power of pardon shall be 

exercised by the President on the 

advice of Council of Ministers. 

2. The President can exercise these 

powers in all cases where the 

punishment or sentence is for an 

offence against any law relating 

to a matter to which the executive 

power of the Union extends. 

Which of the statements given 

above is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2

 

ANSWER 

1.Solution (d) Neither 1 nor 2  

• Treasury bills are zero coupon securities and pay no interest. Instead, they are issued at a 

discount and redeemed at the face value at maturity. 

Hence Statement 1 is correct. 

• The CMBs have the generic character of T-bills but are issued for maturities less than 91 

days. 

Hence Statement 2 is correct. 

2.Solution : (d) 1, 2 and 3  

Factors Influencing South-West Monsoon Formation 

• The differential heating and cooling of land and water creates a low pressure on the 

landmass of India while the seas around experience comparatively high pressure. 

• The shift of the position of Inter Tropical Convergence Zone (ITCZ)in summer, 

over the Ganga plain (this is the equatorial trough normally positioned about 5°N of the 

equator. It is also known as the monsoon-trough during the monsoon season). 

• The presence of the high-pressure area, east of Madagascar, approximately at 20°S 

over the Indian Ocean. The intensity and position of this high-pressure area affect the 

Indian Monsoon. 

• The Tibetan plateau gets intensely heated during summer, which results in strong 

vertical air currents and the formation of low pressure over the plateau at about 9 km 

above sea level. 

• The movement of the westerly jet stream to the north of the Himalayas and the 

presence of the tropical easterly jet stream over the Indian peninsula during 

summer. 

 

 

 

 



 

3.Solution: (d) 1, 2 and 3 only  

Neutrinos, first proposed by Swiss scientist Wolfgang Pauli in 1930, are the second most 

widely occurring particle in the universe, only second to photons, the particle which makes 

up light. 

So where do neutrinos fit in? 

• What makes neutrinos especially interesting is that they are abundant in nature, with 

about a thousand trillion of them passing through a human body every second. In fact, 

they are the second most abundant particles, after photons, which are particles of light. 

But while neutrinos are abundant, they are not easy to catch, this is because they do not 

carry a charge, as a result of which they do not interact with matter. 

4.Solution : (b) 2 only  

• The Sundarbans is a cluster of low-lying islands in the Bay of Bengal, spread across 

India and Bangladesh, famous for its unique mangrove forests. This active delta region 

is among the largest in the world, measuring about 40,000 sq km.   

• The Sundarbans is of universal importance for globally endangered species including the 

Royal Bengal Tiger, Ganges and Irawadi dolphins, estuarine crocodiles and the critically 

endangered endemic river terrapin (Batagur baska). It is the only mangrove habitat in 

the world for Panthera tigris tigris species.  

5.Solution d) 1, 2 and 3  

o FRB are bright bursts of radio waves (radio waves can be produced by astronomical 

objects with changing magnetic fields) whose durations lie in the millisecond-scale, 

because of which it is difficult to detect them and determine their position in the 

sky. Hence, statement 1 is not correct. 

The phenomenon of Fast Radio Bursts was first observed in 2007. 

▪ Recently, the National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA) has spotted fast 

Radio Burst for the first time in the Milky Way. Hence, statement 2 is not correct. 

o The radio signals were accompanied by X-Rays. 

• The X-ray portion of the simultaneous bursts was detected by several satellites, including 

NASA’s Wind mission. 

• The radio component was discovered by the Canadian Hydrogen Intensity Mapping 

Experiment (CHIME), a radio telescope located at Dominion Radio Astrophysical 

Observatory in British Columbia 

▪ The source of the FRB detected recently in the Milky Way is a very powerful 

magnetic neutron star referred to as a magnetar, called SGR 1935+2154 or SGR 1935, 

which is located in the constellation Vulpecula and is estimated to be between 14,000-

41,000 light-years away. Hence, statement 3 is not correct. 

6.Solution (d) Neither 1 nor 2  

• Thangkas are typical paintings of Sikkim 

• Thankas/Thangkas are religious scrolls found hanging in monasteries and in Sikkimese 

homes.  

• The central figure in a Thanka is always a Buddha or any other deity or bodhisattva of 

Mahayana Buddhism 

      Hence both the statements are incorrect. 

 



 

7.Solution b) 2 and 3 only 

• A habitat always has life in it, whereas the environment does not necessarily have life in 

it. 

Hence, statement 1 is incorrect. 

• All habitats are environments, but all environments are not habitats. 

Hence, statement 2 is correct. 

• A habitat is always a preference of one species. 

Hence, statement 3 is correct. 

• An environment could be a preference of many species that could eventually become 

many habitats. 

• Usually, the environment governs the properties of a habitat, but not vice versa. 

8.Solution a) 1 only  

Statement 1 is correct while statement 2 is incorrect. 

Dew point, the temperature at which the atmosphere is saturated with water vapour, when 

it is cooled without changing its pressure or vapour content. A given volume of air 

containing much water vapour has a higher dew point than the same volume of drier air; 

thus, the dew point gives an indication of the humidity. 

The dew point occurs when relative humidity is 100%. 

9.Solution c) Both 1 and 2  

Both the statements are correct. 

The International Criminal Court (ICC), located in The Hague, is the court of last resort for 

prosecution of genocide, war crimes, and crimes against humanity. It is the first permanent, 

treaty based, international criminal court established to help end impunity for the perpetrators 

of the most serious crimes of concern to the international community. 

Its founding treaty, the Rome Statute, entered into force on July 1, 2002. Although the 

Court’s expenses are funded primarily by States Parties, it also receives voluntary 

contributions from governments, international organisations, individuals, corporations and 

other entities. 

10.Solution c) Both 1 and 2 

Both the statements are correct. 

The President can exercise pardoning powers: 

• In all cases where the punishment or sentence is by a court martial; 

• In all cases where the punishment or sentence is for an offence against any law relating to a 

matter to which the executive power of the Union extends; 

• In all cases where the sentence is a sentence of death. 

This power of pardon shall be exercised by the President on the advice of Council of 

Ministers. 

 


