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GENERAL STUDIES 

Time Allowed: 12 Minute                  No. of questions 10                    Maximum Marks: 20 

 1. Consider the following statements: 

In order to be appointed as a 

Judge of a High Court: 

1. He should be a citizen of India. 

2. He should have held a judicial 

office in the territory of India for 

ten years. 

3. He should be a distinguished 

jurist in the opinion of the 

president. 

Select the correct answer using 

the code below: 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 1 and 2 only 

 (c) 1 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

2. Consider the following statements: 

1. All natural earthquakes take 

place in the lithosphere. 

2. An earthquake’s point of initial 

rupture is called its hypocentre. 

3. According to the present zoning 

map, Assam state fall in ‘Zone 

5’. 

Which of the given above 

statements is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 and 2 only 

 (b) 2 Only 

 (c) 1 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

3. Which of the following statements 

regarding ‘Group – 4’ (G4) nations 

is/are correct? 

1. G4 nations are group of four 

countries which support each 

other’s bids for permanent seats 

on the United Nations Security 

Council. 

2. G4 nations include Brazil, India, 

Australia and Japan. 

Select the correct answer using the 

codes given below. 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

4. Which of the following is/are 

dominant policy objectives of 

keeping forex reserves? 

1. Maintaining confidence in 

monetary and exchange rate 

policies. 

2. Reduce external vulnerability by 

maintaining foreign currency 

liquidity to absorb shocks during 

times of crisis. 

Select the correct answer using 

the code given below: 

a)  1 only 

b)  2 only 

c)  Both 1 and 2 

d)  Neither 1 nor 2 



 

5. Which of the following is/are the 

characteristic/characteristics of 

Indian coal? 

1. High ash content  

2. Low sulphur content  

3. Low ash fusion temperature  

Select the correct answer using the 

codes given below: 

 a) 1 and 2 only 

 b) 2 only 

 c) 1 and 3 only 

 d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

6. Which of the following factors 

Influence the formation of South-

West Monsoon? 

1. Shift of the position of Inter 

Tropical Convergence Zone 

(ITCZ)in summer. 

2. Presence of the high-pressure 

area, east of Madagascar, 

approximately at 20°S over the 

Indian Ocean. 

3. Movement of the westerly jet 

stream to the north of the 

Himalayas and the presence of 

the tropical easterly jet stream 

over the Indian peninsula during 

summer. 

      Select the correct answer code: 

 a) 1 and 2 only 

 b) 1 and 3 only 

 c) 2 and 3 only 

 d) 1, 2 and 3  

 

7. Consider the following statements 

regarding black soils : 

1. As these soils are best for Cotton  

Cultivation, they are also known 

as Black Cotton Soil 

2. They are well-known for their 

capacity to hold moisture 

3. They are rich in soil nutrients, 

such as calcium carbonate, 

magnesium, potash and lime 

4. These soils are sticky when wet 

and difficult to work on unless 

tilled immediately after the first 

shower or during the pre-

monsoon period 

Which of the statements given 

above is/are correct? 

 a) 1 and 2 only 

 b) 1 and 3 only 

 c) 1, 2 and 3 only 

 d) 1, 2, 3 and 4 only 

 

8. Which of the following correctly 

defines the term ‘monopsony’?  

a) A single enterprise is being 

supplier of a particular 

commodity or service 

b) An industry being dominated by 

a small group of large suppliers  

c) An industry being dominated by 

small group of buyers  

d) A single buyer substantially 

controlling the market 

 

9. Consider the following statements: 

1.The Tropical Forest Alliance 2020 

was founded in 2012 at Rio+20. 

2.The Global Carbon Project was 

established in 2001 by 

Intergovernmental Panel on Climate 

Change. 

3.The International Platform on 

Sustainable Finance (IPSF) was 

launched in 2019 by World Bank. 

Which of the given above statements 

is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 3 only 

 (c) 2 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 



 

10. Which of the following given 

below is/are included in the Eight 

Core Sector Industries? 

1. Crude Oil 

2. Iron Ore 

3. Fertilizers 

Select the correct answer using 

the codes given below 

a) 1 only 

b) 1 and 3 only 

c) 2 and 3 only 

d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

 

ANSWER 

1.Solution: (b) 1 and 2 only 

Qualification to Become a High Court Judge. 

1. A person to be appointed as a judge of a high court, should be a citizen of India. 

2. He should have held a judicial office in the territory of India for ten years 

3. should have been an advocate of high court(s) for ten years. 

4. There is no minimum age fixed for high Court judges, and unlike in Supreme 

Court, there is no provision for appointment of a distinguished jurist as a judge of a 

high court. 

2.Solution: (d) 1, 2 and 3  

1. An earthquake is the shaking of the surface of the Earth resulting from a sudden release of 

energy in the Earth’s lithosphere that creates seismic waves and all natural earthquakes 

take place in the lithosphere. 

2. An earthquake’s point of initial rupture is called its hypocenter or 

focus. The epicenter is the point at ground level directly above the hypocenter. 

3. Geographical statistics of India show that almost 54% of the land is vulnerable to 

earthquakes. The latest version of seismic zoning map of India given in the earthquake 

resistant design code of India assigns four levels of seismicity for India in terms of zone 

factors. In other words, the earthquake zoning map of India divides India into 4 

seismic zones (Zone 2, 3, 4 and 5) unlike its previous version, which consisted of five 

or six zones for the country. According to the present zoning map, Zone 5 expects the 

highest level of seismicity whereas Zone 2 is associated with the lowest level of 

seismicity. 

3.Solution a) 1 only 

Statement 1 is correct while statement 2 is incorrect. 

The G4 nations comprising Brazil, Germany, India, and Japan are four countries which 

support each other’s bids for permanent seats on the United Nations Security Council. Unlike 

the G7, where the common denominator is the economy and long-term political motives, the 

G4’s primary aim is the permanent member seats on the Security Council. 

4.Solution c) Both 1 and 2  

Major policy objectives in regard to forex reserves: 

-maintaining confidence in monetary and exchange rate policies, 

-enhancing capacity to intervene in forex markets, 



 

-limiting external vulnerability by maintaining foreign currency liquidity to absorb shocks 

during times of crisis including national disasters or emergencies; 

-providing confidence to the markets especially credit rating agencies that external 

obligations can always be met, thus reducing the overall costs at which forex resources are 

available to all the market participants, and 

-incidentally adding to the comfort of the market participants, by demonstrating the backing 

of domestic currency by external assets 

5.Solution (a) 1 and 2 only 

• The most significant characteristic of Indian coal is its high ash content, which varies 

from 35 to 45 per cent, compared with that of coal in other parts of the world, which is 

around 15 per cent. 

• Besides high ash content, another reason for entrained gasifiers (that operate at higher 

temperatures than fluidised bed gasifiers), commonly used in IGCC plants abroad, being 

not suitable for Indian coal is its high ash fusion temperature of about 1,500{+0}C. 

• The ash chemistry of Indian coal is such that it is high in silica and alumina. The ash is 

also highly abrasive because of high quartz content, which can lead to erosion of the 

syngas cooling system when it gets fused. 

6.Solution: d) 1, 2 and 3  

Factors Influencing South-West Monsoon Formation : 

1. The differential heating and cooling of land and watercreates a low pressure on the 

landmass of India while the seas around experience comparatively high pressure. 

2. The shift of the position of Inter Tropical Convergence Zone (ITCZ)in summer, over 

the Ganga plain (this is the equatorial trough normally positioned about 5°N of the 

equator. It is also known as the monsoon-trough during the monsoon season). 

3. The presence of the high-pressure area, east of Madagascar, approximately at 20°S 

over the Indian Ocean. The intensity and position of this high-pressure area affect the 

Indian Monsoon. 

4. The Tibetan plateau gets intensely heated during summer, which results in strong vertical 

air currents and the formation of low pressure over the plateau at about 9 km above sea 

level. 

5. The movement of the westerly jet stream to the north of the Himalayas and the 

presence of the tropical easterly jet stream over the Indian peninsula during 

summer. 

7.Solution (d) 

Block Soils  

These Soils are Black in color and also known as Regur Soils. As these soils are best for 

Cotton Cultivation, it is also known as Black Cotton Soil.   

Hence statement 1 is correct 

This type of soil is typical of the Deccan trap (Basalt) region spread over northwest Deccan 

plateau and is made up of lava flows. They are made up of extremely clayey material. They 

are well-known for their capacity to hold moisture.  

Hence statement 2 is correct 



 

Also they are rich in soil nutrients, such as calcium carbonate, magnesium, potash and lime. 

These soils are generally poor in phosphoric contents.  

Hence statement 3 is correct 

They develop deep cracks during hot weather, which helps in the proper aeration of the soil. 

These soils are sticky when wet and difficult to work on unless tilled immediately after the 

first shower or during the pre-monsoon period.  

Hence statement 4 is correct 

8.Solution d) 

A monopsony is a market condition in which there is only one buyer, the monopsonist. It is a 

market structure in which a single buyer substantially controls the market as the major 

purchaser of goods and services offered by many would-be sellers.  

An oligopoly is a market structure in which a few firms dominate. When a market is shared 

between a few firms, it is said to be highly concentrated.  

A monopoly contains a single firm that produces goods with no close substitute. 

9.Solution : (a) 1 only 

The IPSF is part of the European Commission’s ongoing work to support a global transition 

to a low-carbon, more resource-efficient and sustainable economy.  

About Global Carbon Project: 

1. Formed in 2001 to help the international science community to establish a common, 

mutually agreed knowledge base that supports policy debate and action to slow the rate of 

increase of greenhouse gases in the atmosphere. 

2. It is a Global Research Project of Future Earth and a research partner of the World 

Climate Research Programme. 

The Tropical Forest Alliance 2020 was founded in 2012 at Rio+20 

10.Solution b) 1 and 3 only 

Eight Core Industries are Electricity, steel, refinery products, crude oil, coal, cement, natural 

gas and fertilizers. 

 


