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Preliminary Examination 2021 

GENERAL STUDIES 

Time Allowed: 12 Minute                  No. of questions 10                    Maximum Marks: 20 

1. Which of the statements given 

below about P-Notes is/are 

correct? 

1. These are financial instruments 

used by overseas investors that 

are not registered with the SEBI 

to invest in Indian securities. 

2. The investors enjoy the voting 

rights in relation to shares 

invested through the P – Notes. 

Select the correct answer using 

the codes given below.  

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

2. Depreciation in the rupee would 

negatively impact Indian in which 

of the following areas? 

1. Foreign education 

2. Foreign Travel 

3. Investments abroad 

4. NRI sending money back home 

5. Crude import 

     Select the correct answer code: 

 a) 1, 2, 5 

 b) 1, 2, 3, 5 

 c) 1, 2, 4 

 d) 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 

 

3. Which of the following practices 

can reduce emissions from 

agriculture? 

1. Alternate wetting and drying of 

paddy. 

2. Increasing the productivity of 

milk and meat production. 

3. Organic agriculture. 

     Select the correct answer code: 

 a) 1, 2 

 b) 1, 3 

 c) 2, 3 

 d) 1, 2, 3 

 

4. Consider the following statements: 

1. NASA's Transiting Exoplanet 

Survey Satellite (TESS) mission 

has been observing the entire 

sky to locate planets orbiting the 

nearest and brightest stars.   

2. The objective of the LCROSS 

mission was to confirm the 

presence or absence of water ice 

in a permanently shadowed 

crater near a lunar polar region. 

Which of the statements mentioned 

above is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2  

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

 



 

5. Operation ‘Clean Art’, seen in the 

news is an initiative of which of the 

following given below? 

a) Centre for Cultural Resources 

and Training (CCRT) 

b) Ministry of Culture.  

c) Wildlife Crime Control Bureau 

d) None of the above 

 

6. Consider the following statements 

regarding the Agriculture 

Infrastructure Fund: 

1. It is a short term debt financing 

facility for investment in viable 

projects for post-harvest 

management infrastructure. 

2. It will be managed and monitored 

by Small Farmers Agribusiness 

Consortium (SFAC). 

Which of the given above 

statements is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

7. With reference to Parliamentary 

Standing Committees, consider the 

following statements: 

1. Standing Committees not only 

supervise the work of various 

departments but also their budget. 

2. Public Accounts Committee is an 

example of Standing Committee. 

3. Members of the Standing 

committees are selected from 

both Houses. 

4. Standing Committees are 

permanent in nature. 

5. Standing Committees are means 

of parliamentary control over the 

executive. 

 

Which of the above statements 

is/are correct? 

 (a) 1, 4 and 5 only 

 (b) 1, 3 and 5 only 

 (c) 1, 2, 4 and 5 only 

 (d) 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5 

 

8. Which of the following 

Fundamental Rights cannot be 

suspended during the period of 

proclamation of a National 

Emergency? 

a) Freedoms under Article 19 of 

the Constitution of India. 

b) Freedom to move the court for 

the enforcement of Fundamental 

Rights. 

c) Protection of life and personal 

liberty under Article 21. 

d) Freedom to manage religious 

affairs under Article 26. 

 

9. With reference to TRAPPIST-1, 

consider the following statements:  

1. TRAPPIST-1 is a nearby red 

dwarf star, which makes its 

planets excellent targets for 

transit spectroscopy. 

2. It is a system of seven Earth-size 

planets orbiting an ultra-cool 

dwarf star about 40 light-years 

away. 

  Which of the statements 

mentioned above is/are Incorrect? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

 

 



 

10. With reference to the medieval 

history of India, the term 

‘Nastaliq’ refers to :  

(a) Handmade stone art carved out 

on the walls of the royal palace. 

(b) A decorated precious stonework 

on the ornaments of royal 

palace. 

(c) A fluid style of calligraphy with 

long horizontal strokes. 

(d) Place where all the books were 

kept as a custody in royal 

records. 

 

 

 

ANSWER 

1.Solution a) 1 only 

Statement 1 is correct while statement 2 is incorrect. 

Participatory Notes, also called P-Notes are instruments that are issued by registered FIIs to 

overseas investors who want to invest in the stock markets in India, without registering 

themselves with the market regulatory authority SEBI. PNs are not used within India but by 

investors abroad. Hence, they are also known as offshore derivative instruments. 

They are used by clients of FIIs who do not wish to directly participate in the stock market in 

India, but do it through the FIIs using PNs. 

The P-Note holder also does not enjoy any voting rights in relation to security/shares 

referenced by the P-Note. 

2.Solution: b) 

• Depreciation in the rupee impacts all expenditure in dollar terms— imports, foreign 

education, travel, investments abroad, medical treatment etc. On the other hand, if you are 

an exporter or an NRI sending money back home, depreciation would fetch you more 

rupees per dollar. 

• A depreciating rupee increases the cost of crude import, which accounts for almost 20% 

of India’s imports. A rise in cost of crude raises fuel prices and inflation. That, in turn, 

leads to a rise in interest rates, which increases our borrowing cost. 

3.Solution: d) 

• There are a number of practices that can reduce emissions from agriculture. One 

is alternate wetting and drying of paddy. “By reducing the frequency of irrigation 

(letting the fields drain periodically), methane emissions from flooded rice production can 

be cut in half. 

• Another method that can work is increasing the productivity of milk and meat 

production. “Increasing animal and herd productivity means that fewer animals are 

required to produce the same amount of milk or meat, which also reduces the emissions 

generated in producing that food.” 

• Many of the practices used in organic agriculture are climate smart. Organic 

agriculture enhances natural nutrient cycling and builds soil organic matter, which can 

also support resilience to climate change and sequester carbon in soils. 

 

 

 

 



 

4.Solution: (c) Both 1 and 2  

Statement 1 is Correct: 

All of the planets in our solar system orbit around the Sun. Planets that orbit around other 

stars are called exoplanets. Exoplanets are very hard to see directly with telescopes. They are 

hidden by the bright glare of the stars they orbit. NASA's Transiting Exoplanet Survey 

Satellite (TESS) mission is observing the entire sky to locate planets orbiting the nearest 

and brightest stars.  

Statement 2 is also Correct: 

LCROSS was launched with the Lunar Reconnaissance Orbiter (LRO) in 2009. The main 

LCROSS mission objective was to confirm the presence or absence of water ice in a 

permanently shadowed crater near a lunar polar region. 

5.Solution c)  

Operation ‘Clean Art’ is first pan India operation to crackdown on the smuggling of 

mongoose hair. 

It is conceived by WCCB and aims to ensure that the mongoose hair brush trade should be 

closed down across the country. 

6.Solution: (d) 

About the Agriculture Infrastructure Fund: 

It is a medium – long term debt financing facility for investment in viable projects 

for post-harvest management infrastructure and community farming assets through 

interest subvention and credit guarantee. 

The duration of the scheme is from FY2020 to FY2029 (10 years). 

Under the scheme, Rs. 1 Lakh Crore will be provided by banks and financial institutions as 

loans with interest subvention of 3% per annum and credit guarantee coverage under 

CGTMSE for loans up to Rs. 2 Crores. 

It will be managed and monitored through an online Management Information System 

(MIS) 

7.Solution: (c) 

1. Standing Committees not only supervise the work of various departments but also their 

budget, their expenditure and bills that come up in the house relating to the department. 

2. It is a permanent and regular committee which is constituted from time to time according 

to the provisions of an Act of Parliament or Rules of Procedure and Conduct of Business. 

3. The work done by the Indian Parliament is not only voluminous but also of a complex 

nature, hence a good deal of its work is carried out in these Parliamentary Committees. 

4. There are two types of Parliamentary Committee, the Standing Committee and the Ad hoc 

Committee. Public Accounts Committee is an example of Standing Committee. Members 

of the Standing committees are selected from both Houses, except for Estimates 

Committee where all the members are from Lok Sabha Only. 

 

 

 



 

8.Solution c)  

Articles 358 and 359 of the Constitution of India describe the effect of a National Emergency 

on the Fundamental Rights. 

According to Article 358, when a proclamation of National Emergency is made, the six 

Fundamental Rights under Article 19 are automatically suspended. No separate order for 

their suspension is required. 

Article 359 authorises the President to suspend the right to move any court for the 

enforcement of Fundamental Rights during a National Emergency. This means that under 

Article 359, the Fundamental Rights as such are not suspended, but only their enforcement. 

However, the 44th Amendment Act of 1978 restricted the scope of Article 359 in two ways. 

Firstly, the President cannot suspend the right to move the Court for the enforcement of 

Fundamental Rights guaranteed by Article 20 (Right to protection in respect of conviction for 

offences) and Article 21 (Right to life and personal liberty). Hence, option (c) is the correct 

answer. 

9.Solution: (d) 

 Statement 1 is Correct: 

TRAPPIST-1 is a nearby red dwarf star, which makes its planets excellent targets for 

transit spectroscopy. They are mostly made of rock. They are likely to be older than our 

solar system. The farthest one could be icy. 

Statement 2 is also Correct: 

TRAPPIST-1 is a system, which is 40 light-years away, houses seven planets, three or four 

of which are in the goldilocks zone. The goldilocks zone is the place around a star where the 

temperature is just right, and is not too hot and not too cold, allowing liquid water to exist on 

the planet.  

10.Solution (c) 

• Calligraphy, the art of handwriting, was considered a skill of great importance. It was 

practiced using different styles. Akbar’s favourite was the nastaliq, a fluid style with long 

horizontal strokes.  

• It is written using a piece of trimmed reed with a tip of five to 10mm called qalam, dipped 

in carbon ink (siyahi). The nib of the qalam is usually split in the middle to facilitate the 

absorption of ink. 

 


