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GENERAL STUDIES 

Time Allowed: 12 Minute                  No. of questions 10                    

Maximum Marks: 20 

1.  Consider the following statements 

with respect to Diatom Test 

1. Diatoms are photosynthesizing 

algae which are found almost 

anywhere moist. 

2. It is used to confirm the cause of 

death by drowning. 

3. The test is considered positive only 

when the number of diatoms 

recovered from the body is more 

than a minimal established limit. 

Which of the statement(s) given 

above is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 1 and 2 only 

c) 2 and 3 only 

d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

2. Consider the following statements 

with respect to King Anangpal II 

1. He belonged to the Rajput dynasty 

and ruled parts of present-day 

Rajasthan, Gujarat in 15th century. 

2. His grandson was Prithviraj 

Chauhan, who was defeated by 

Mughals in the Battle of Tarain. 

Which of the statement(s) given 

above is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

3. With reference to the different phases 

of Harappan culture, consider the 

following statements: 

1. Most of the Harappan sites in the 

subcontinent belong to the Mature 

phase. 

2. Dholavira lying in the Kutch area 

shows all the three phases of the 

Harappan culture. 

Which of the statements given above 

is/are correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

4. Which of the following 

artefacts/practices have been 

associated with the Harappan 

Civilisation? 

1. Amulets 

2. Long Inscriptions 

3. Coins made of Copper 

4. Production of rice and domestication 

of elephants 



 

Select the correct answer using the 

codes given below: 

(a) 1 and 3 only 

(b) 2 and 4 only 

(c) 1 and 4 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 only 

 

5. With reference to the state and society 

in the age of Buddha, which of the 

following statements is correct? 

(a) Influential brahamanas and setthis 

were granted revenue and 

administrative authority over 

villages. 

(b) The King extracted forced labour 

from both peasants and artisans. 

(c) Village headmen (bhojaka) were 

divested of their revenue collecting 

and administrative powers. 

(d) Indigenous tribals were not allowed 

to be governed by their own 

customs. 

6. With reference to the Republican 

system of government in the age of 

Buddha, consider the following 

statements: 

1. These republics existed either in the 

Indus basin or in the Himalayan 

foothills. 

2. Political power in these republics 

was shared equally. 

3. Brahmanical law-books did not 

recognize these states. 

Which of the statements given above 

is/are correct? 

(a) 2 only 

(b) 1 and 3 only 

(c) 3 only 

(d) All of the above 

 

7.With reference to the ancient history 

of Mahajanapadas, consider the 

following statements: 

1. Magadha’s policy of conquest and 

aggression was started by 

Chandragupta Maurya and ended by 

Ashoka. 

2. Revenue and wages were paid in both 

cash and kind. 

3. All the Mahajanapadas were situated 

to the north of Vindhayas. 

Which of the statements given above 

is/are correct? 

(a) 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) All of the above 

(d) None of the above 

 

8. Which of the following factors played 

an instrumental role in the rise and 

growth of the Magadhan Empire? 

1. Proximity of iron deposits 

2. Racial homogeneity in society 

3. Geo-strategic location of capitals 

4. Large scale use of horses and chariots 

Select the correct answer using the 

codes given below: 

(a) 3 only 

(b) 2 and 4 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 4 only 

 

9. Consider the following statement 

about “inflation targeting” by 

central bank of India: 

1.  The Government of India has 

decided to retain the inflation target 

of 4%, with a tolerance band of +/- 3 



 

percentage points for the Monetary 

Policy Committee of the Reserve 

Bank of India (RBI) for the coming 

five years. 

2. Government in 2016 provided a 

statutory basis for inflation targeting 

framework. 

3. Central Bank of India since 2016 

follows Strict Inflation Targeting 

framework.  

Which of the following statement 

is/are correct? 

a) 1 and 2 only 

b) 2 only 

c) 1 and 3 only 

d) 3 only 

10. What is Clathrate ice? 

(a) These are Methane Crystals form 

in cold, oxygen poor under sea 

sediments. 

(b) These are frozen Ozone crystals 

found in the upper tropospheric 

layer. 

(c) These are Sulphur Crystals form in 

cold, oxygen poor under sea 

sediments. 

(d) These are frozen Carbon crystals 

formed due to high pressure 

conditions at ocean floors. 

 

 

ANSWER 

1.Solution: d) 1, 2 and 3  

Diatom Test 

• It is forensic diagnosis process that is used to confirm the cause of death by drowning. 

• A body recovered from a water body does not necessarily imply that the death was due to 

drowning. 

• If the person is alive when he enters the water, the diatoms will enter the lungs when the 

person inhales water while drowning. 

• These diatoms then get carried to various parts of the body, including the brain, kidneys, 

lungs and bone marrow by blood circulation. 

• If a person is dead when is thrown in the water, then there is no circulation and there is no 

transport of diatom cells to various organs. 

• The process is reliable unless and until the deceased person has been drinking water from 

the same source of water before his death. 

• Also, the test will be negative if the person died instantly after falling into the water. 

 

2.Solution: d) Neither 1 nor 2  

King Anangpal 

• He belonged to the Tomar dynasty that ruled parts of present-day Delhi and Haryana 

between the 8th and 12th centuries. 

• He was instrumental in populating Indraprastha and giving it its present name, Delhi. 

• Anangpal of the Tomar Rajputs founded Delhi between 1053 and 1109 AD. 

• Anangpal Tomar was succeeded by his grandson Prithviraj Chauhan Tomar. 

• The Delhi Sultanate was established in 1192 after Prithviraj Chauhan’s defeat in the 

Battle of Tarain (present-day Haryana) by the Ghurid forces. 

• In middle of 11th century, he built a fort called Lal Kot (literally Red Fort), in which the 

Qutb Minar stands today, and founded a town. 



 

3.Solution: b) 2 only 

• The Harappan culture can be separated into three phases: The Early Harappan Phase 

from 3300 to 2600 BCE, the Mature Harappan Phase from 2600 to 1900 BCE, and the 

Late Harappan Phase from 1900 to 1300 BCE. 

• Nearly 1500 Harappan sites are known so far in the subcontinent. Most of them are late 

Harappan, post-urban sites. Many sites in Sindh formed the central zone of the early 

Harappan culture. This culture developed and matured into an urban civilization. The 

central zone of this mature Harappan culture lay in Sindh and Punjab. The number of 

the sites belonging to the mature phase is limited. Only Harappa, Mohenjo-daro, 

Chanhu-daro, Kalibangan, Banawali and Lothal can be regarded as cities. It is also found 

in its mature phase in the coastal cities of Sutkagendor and Surkotada. Kalibangan and 

Banawali saw both early Harappan and Harappan phases. The later Harappan phase can 

be found in Sindh, Punjab, Ghaggar-Hakra valley, Ganga-Yamuna doab, Kutch and 

Saurashtra. The general picture presented by the late Harappan phase is one of a 

breakdown of urban networks and an expansion of rural ones. The data also suggest an 

eastward and southward shift of settlements and people. Hence, statement 1 is 

incorrect. 

• Dholavira lying in the Kutch area and Rakhigarhi situated on the Ghaggar in 

Haryana show all the three phases of the Harappan culture. Hence, statement 2 is 

correct. 

4.Solution: c) 1 and 4 only 

• Amulets have been found in large numbers. Probably the Harappans used amulets to 

ward off diseases and evil forces. Hence, option 1 is correct. 

• There are nearly 4,000 specimens of Harappan writing on stone seals and other objects. 

Unlike the Egyptians and Mesopotamians, the Harappans did not write long 

inscriptions. The Harappan script is not alphabetical but mainly pictographic. These 

short inscriptions may have been used to mark and identify private property. Hence, 

option 2 is incorrect. 

• The importance of trade in the Harappan culture is attested not only by granaries found 

at Harappa, Mohenjo-daro and Lothal but also by the presence of numerous seals, 

uniform script and regulated weights and measures in a wide area. Harappan people did 

not use metal money and probably carried on all exchanges through barter. Hence, 

option 3 is incorrect. 

• The Harappan people produced wheat, barley, peas, sesamum and mustard on a large 

scale and domesticated oxen, buffaloes, goats, sheep, pigs, cats, dogs, asses and camels 

on a large scale. The contemporary Sumerian cities practically produced the same food 

grains and domesticated the same animals as the Harappans did but the Harappan people 

in Gujarat also produced rice and domesticated elephants, which was not the case with 

the people of Mesopotamian cities. Hence, option 4 is correct. 

5.Solution: b)  

Statement 1 is incorrect. In both Koshala and Magadha, despite the use of the punch-

marked coins made of silver, some influential brahmanas and setthis were paid by the grant 

of the revenue of villages. In doing so, the king did not have to obtain the consent of the clan 

and the beneficiaries were granted only revenue; they were not given any administrative 

authority.  

Statement 2 is correct. Taxes were assessed and collected by the royal agents with the help 

of village headmen. In addition to these taxes the peasants were subjected to forced labour for 



 

royal work. Artisans and traders also had to pay taxes. Artisans were made to work for a day 

in a month for the king. 

Statement 3 is incorrect. The rural administration was in the hands of the village headmen. 

He assessed and collected the taxes from the villagers and also maintained the law and order. 

Statement 4 is incorrect. As a result of conquests, non-Vedic tribal groups were gradually 

absorbed into the Brahmanical social order. However, the Brahmanical law books allowed 

them to be governed by their own customs. 

6.Solution: b) 1 and 3 only 

• The Republican system of government existed either in the Indus basin or in the foothills 

of the Himalayas in the eastern Uttar Pradesh and Bihar. The republics in the Indus basin 

may have been the remnants of the Vedic tribes and in Uttar Pradesh and Bihar, the 

people were possibly inspired by the old ideals of tribal equality which did not give much 

prominence to the single Raja. Hence, statement 1 is correct. 

• In the republics real power lay in the hands of tribal oligarchies. Every tribal oligarch 

maintained his storehouse, army and apparatus of administration.  These oligarchs were 

responsible to the assemblies but these assemblies did not include women. Thus, the 

people living in ancient republics did not share power equally. Hence, statement 2 is 

incorrect. 

• Brahmanas had no place in the early republics and in return they did not recognize these 

states in their law-books. Hence, statement 3 is correct. 

 

7.Solution: a) 2 only 

Statement 1 Is incorrect. Magadha came into prominence under the leadership of 

Bimbisara, who belonged to the Haryanka dynasty. He started the policy of conquest and 

aggression which ended with the Kalinga war of Ashoka (Maurya dynasty). 

Statement 2 is correct. The discovery of many hoards of punch-marked coins suggests that 

revenue and wages were made in cash. However, there is also evidence suggesting that 

revenue in north-eastern India was made in paddy and in both Koshala and Magadha, some 

influential brahmanas and setthis were paid by the grant of revenue of villages. 

Statement 3 is incorrect. Mahajanpada of Asmaka was situated in the upper Godavari 

region. Rest of the Mahajanpadas, were situated on the north of Vindhayas, extending from 

the north-west frontier to Bihar. 

8.Solution: c) 1 and 3 only 

The formation of the largest state in India in the age of Buddha was the work of several 

enterprising rulers such as Bimbisara, Ajatashatru and Mahapadma Nanda. There were some 

other important factors such as: 

• The ready availability of rich iron ores in the neighborhood enabled the Magadhan 

princes to equip themselves with effective weapons. 

• Magadha lay at the centre of middle Gangetic plain giving it the advantage of fertile 

alluvium and heavy rainfall for agricultural production in the region. 

• The two capitals of Magadha were situated at very strategic points. Rajgir was 

surrounded by a group of five hills, making it impregnable. Whereas Patliputra was 



 

situated at the confluence of the Ganga, Son, Gandak facilitating rapid movement of 

army and trade. It also made Pataliputra a kind of water-fort. 

• Use of elephants (not horse) available in the region for transportation and destruction of 

enemy forts. 

Magadhan society was inhabited by Kiratas and Magadhas. It underwent a racial admixture 

on advent of Vedic people. Recent Vedicisation gave the kings more enthusiasm for 

expansion than the kings which had been brought under the Vedic influence earlier. Hence, 

only option 1 and 3 are correct. 

9.Solution b) 2 only 

• The Government of India has decided to retain the inflation target of 4%, with a tolerance 

band of +/- 2 percentage points for the Monetary Policy Committee of the Reserve Bank 

of India (RBI) for the coming five years i.e.  2021-2026.  

• Moreover, Government in 2016 provided a statutory basis for inflation targeting 

framework and RBI since 2016 follows Flexible Inflation Targeting framework.  

 

10.Solution (a) 

• Methane is an odorless, colorless, tasteless gas that is lighter than air. When methane 

burns in the air it has a blue flame.  Methane is a very effective greenhouse gas. While its 

atmospheric concentration is much less than that of carbon dioxide, methane is 28times 

more effective (averaged over 100 years) at trapping infrared radiation.  

• Methane crystals called clathrates form in cold, oxygen poor undersea sediments. 

Clathrates are also trapped in permafrost, the permanently frozen soil in the arctic and 

subarctic latitudes. Clathrate ice, also called methane hydrate, is solid and white, similar 

to water ice. 

 

 

 


