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1. According to the Constitution, Territory 

of India includes which of the following 

categories 

1. Territories of the states 

2. Union territories 

3. Territories that may be acquired by 

the Government of India at any time 

Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1 only 

 b) 1 and 2 only 

 c) 2 and 3 only 

 d) 1, 2 and 3  

 

2. Consider the following statements 

regarding The Environment 

(Protection) Act, 1986: 

1. The Central Government under this 

Act has the power to direct the closure 

of any Industry. 

2. No civil court shall have jurisdiction 

to entertain any suit in respect of any 

order or issued by any officer in 

pursuance of any power conferred by 

this Act. 

Which of the statements given above 

is/are correct? 

 a) 1 only 

 b) 2 only 

 c) Both 1 and 2 

 d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

3. Consider the following statements with 

reference to Central Indian paintings. 

1. They take inspiration from Indian 

epics and religious texts. 

2. They developed as an anti-Sanskrit 

cult to promote culture of tribal 

regions. 

Which of the above statements is/are 

correct? 

 a) 1 only 

 b) 2 only 

 c) Both 1 and 2 

 d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

4. Consider the following statements. 

1. Decline in forest cover can lead to 

Nutrient depletion like phosphorus 

and nitrogen in the soil. 

2. Increase in salinity in the soil can lead 

to change in the Plant Species 

Distribution in the region. 

Which of the above statements is/are 

incorrect? 

 a) 1 only 

 b) 2 only 

 c) Both 1 and 2 

 d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 



 

5. RBI has around $570 billions of Forex 

reserves. It is acquired by the RBI for 

which of the following reasons 
1. To import essentials for economic 

and social security 

2. To gain external account security 

3. To deter speculations 

4. To enjoy favourable credit rating 

Select the correct answer code: 

 a) 1, 2 and 3 only 

 b) 1, 3 and 4 only 

 c) 2, 3 and 4 only 

 d) 1, 2, 3 and 4  

 

6. Consider the following statements: 
1. In case of a conflict between the 

Central law and the state law on a 

subject enumerated in the Concurrent 

List, the Central law prevails over the 

state law. 

2. Education was initially a subject 

under State list but later it was 

brought under Central List. 

3. To bring a subject from State list to 

Concurrent List a Constitutional 

Amendment is not required. 

Which of the above statements 

is/are NOT CORRECT? 
 a) 3 only 

 b) 1 and 3 only 

 c) 2 and 3 only 

 d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

7. Consider the following statements: 
1. In 1770’s Faujdari Adalat was the 

term used for Civil Court in a District. 

2. Even under Permanent Settlement the 

rent is revised once in every three 

years. 

Which of the statements given above 

is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 

 b) 2 only 

 c) Both 1 and 2 

 d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

8. Which of the following statements 

regarding The Ilbert Bill 

is/are NOT correct? 
1. European nationals could be judged 

by Indian Magistrates. 

2. Imposition of restrictions on 

newspapers and magazines published 

in Indian languages. 

3. Imposition of restrictions on carrying 

arms by Indians. 

4. Imposition of additional tax on the 

land revenue during Famine. 

Select the correct answer using the 

code given below: 
 a) 1 only 

 b) 2 and 3 only 

 c) 2, 3 and 4 only 

 d) 3 only 

 

9. Consider the following statements: 
1. The members of the National 

Commission for the Scheduled Castes 

shall be appointed by the President by 

warrant under his hand and seal. 

2. Article 338B provide for National 

Commission for Backward Castes. 

Which of the statements given above 

is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only   b) 2 only 

 c) Both 1 and 2  d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

10. Consider the following statements 

about Prevention of Money 

Laundering Act, 2002: 
1. Under this appropriate authorities, 

appointed by the Govt of India, can 

provisionally attach property believed 

to be "proceeds of crime" for 180 

days. 

2. Under this the burden of proof is on 

the accused to prove his innocence. 

Which of the above statements is/are 

correct? 

a) 1 only  b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 



 

SOLUTION 

1. Solution: d) 1, 2 and 3  

According to Article 1, the territory of India can be classified into three categories: 

(i) Territories of the states 

(ii) Union territories 

(iii) Territories that may be acquired by the Government of India at any time 
 

2. Solution (c) Both 1 and 2  

 The Central Government under this Act has the power to direct the closure, prohibition or 

regulation of any industry, operation or process. 

Hence Statement 1 is correct. 

 No civil court shall have jurisdiction to entertain any suit or proceeding in respect of 

anything done, action taken or order or direction issued by the Central Government or 

any other authority or officer in pursuance of any power conferred by or in relation to its 

or his functions under this Act. 

Hence Statement 2 is correct. 
 

3. Solution: a) 1 only 

 Unlike Mughal painting which is primarily secular, the art of painting in Central India, 

Rajasthani and the Pahari region etc. is deeply rooted in the Indian traditions, taking 

inspiration from Indian epics, religious texts like the Puranas, love poems in Sanskrit and 

other Indian languages, Indian folk-lore and works on musical themes. 

 The cults of Vaishnavism, Saivism and Sakti exercised tremendous influence on the 

pictorial art of these places. Among these the cult of Krishna was the most popular one 

which inspired the patrons and artists. 

 It did not develop as anti-Sanskrit movement as mentioned in the statement above. 
 

4. Solution: d) Neither 1 nor 2  

 Increasing anthropogenic activities along with natural stresses have led to massive 

degradation of one of India’s World Heritage Site — the Sunderbans. 

 Nutrient depletion especially phosphorus and nitrogen was found to be directly connected 

with the decline in forest cover. 

 There was a change in the species distribution — salt-sensitive ones such as Heriteira 

fomes, Xylocarpus species and Phoenix paludosa were not able to cope up with the 

increase in the salinity and declined while the tolerant varieties thrived. 
 

5. Solution: d) 1, 2, 3 and 4  

 India’s foreign exchange (Forex) reserves stand at around $480 billion. It is acquired by 

the RBI for the following reasons: 

1. To defend the rupee when needed 

2. To gain external account security 

3. To enable country to globalise further 

4. To import essentials for economic and social security 

5. To deter speculations 

6. To enjoy favourable rating by sovereign credit rating agencies. 



 

6. Solution (c) 2 and 3 only 

 In case of a conflict between the Central law and the state law on a subject enumerated in 

the Concurrent List, the Central law prevails over the state law.  

Hence Statement 1 is correct. 

 Education was brought from state list to concurrent list by 42nd Amendment. 

Hence Statement 2 is incorrect. 

 To bring a subject from State list to Concurrent List a Constitutional Amendment is 

required. 

Hence Statement 3 is incorrect. 

 

7. Solution (d) Neither 1 nor 2  

 In 1770’s Faujdari Adalat was the term used for Criminal Court in a District. Diwani 

Adalat is the term used for Civil Court. 

Hence Statement 1 is incorrect. 

 The amount to be paid under Permanent Settlement was fixed permanently, that is, it was 

not to be increased ever in future. 

Hence Statement 2 is incorrect. 

 

8. Solution (c) 2, 3 and 4 only 

 The ‘Ilbert Bill’ was a bill introduced in 1883. 

 According to the said Act, Indian judges could try a European accused. 

 

9. Solution (a) 1 only 

 The Chairperson, Vice-Chairperson and other Members of the Commission shall be 

appointed by the President by warrant under his hand and seal. 

Hence Statement 1 is correct. 

 Article 338B provide for National Commission for Backward Classes. (NOT CASTES) 

 Note: This is to test your attentiveness while reading a statement, which is one of the key 

factors in clearing UPSC Prelims. 

Hence Statement 2 is incorrect. 
 

10. Solution: c) Both 1 and 2 

The Prevention of Money Laundering Act, 2002: 
 It seeks to combat money laundering in India and has three main objectives: 

o To prevent and control money laundering 

o To confiscate and seize the property obtained from the laundered money; and 

o To deal with any other issue connected with money laundering in India 

 The Act prescribes that any person found guilty of money-laundering shall be punishable 

with rigorous imprisonment from three years to seven years. 

 Appropriate authorities, appointed by the Govt of India, can provisionally attach property 

believed to be "proceeds of crime" for 180 days. Such an order is required to be 

confirmed by an independent Adjudicating Authority  

 The Adjudicating Authority shall not be bound by the procedure laid down by the Code 

of Civil Procedure,1908, but shall be guided by the principles of natural justice and 

subject to the other provisions of PMLA. 



 

 A person, who is accused of having committed the offence of money laundering, has to 

prove that alleged proceeds of crime are in fact lawful property. 

 An Appellate Tribunal has been given the power to hear appeals against the orders of the 

Adjudicating Authority and any other authority under the Act. 

 Orders of the tribunal can be appealed in the appropriate High Court (for that jurisdiction) 

and finally to the Supreme Court. 

 


