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GENERAL STUDIES 

Time Allowed: 12 Minute                  No. of questions 10                    Maximum Marks: 20 

 
1. Nasik inscription records the 

achievements of which of the 

following kings? 

a) Pushyamitra Sunga 

b) Gautamiputra Satakarni 

c) Nahapana 

d) Rudrasena I 

 

2. All India Trade Union Congress 

(AITUC) was founded by which of 

the following personalities? 

1. Lala Lajpat Rai 

2. Joseph Baptista 

3. N. M. Joshi 

     Select the correct answer code: 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) 1 and 3 only  

d) All of the above  

 

3. Which of the following products can 

be extracted from seaweeds? 

1. Agar-agar 

2. Iodine 

3. Alginates 

    Select the correct answer code: 

a) 1 and 2 only  

b) 1 and 3 only  

c) 2 and 3 only  

d) All of the above  

4. Bio-ethanol can be derived through 

the process of bio-refining from 

1. Corn 

2. Rice straw 

3. Coconut 

4. Sea weeds 

5. Water hyacinth 

   Select the correct answer code: 

a) All of the above  

b) 1, 2 and 3 only  

c) 3, 4 and 5 only  

d) 1, 2, 4 and 5 only  

 

5. Consider the following statements 

about Election Commission of India: 

1. The Election commission shall 

consist of the chief election 

commissioner and such number of 

other election commissioners as the 

parliament may from time to time 

fix. 

2. In case of difference of opinion 

amongst the chief election 

commissioner and other election 

commissioners the matter is 

referred to Supreme Court. 

3. The conditions of service and 

tenure of office of election 

commissioners shall be determined 

by the president. 

 

 



 

Which of the above statements is/are 

incorrect? 

 a) 1 only 

 b) 1 and 2 

 c) 1 and 3 

 d) 2 and 3 

 

6. Chola inscriptions mention several 

categories of land. Among them 

“vellanvagai” was a land 

a) given for the maintenance of a 

school 

b) donated to Jaina institutions 

c) belonging to non-Brahmana peasant 

proprietors 

d) left for fallow cultivation 

7. Kashmir Valley lies in between two of 

the following Himalayan ranges. Find 

them. 

1. Great Himalayas 

2. Pir Panjal 

3. Karakoram range 

 Select the correct answer using codes 

given below 

a) 1 and 2 

b) 2 and 3 

c) 3 only 

d) All of them 

 

8. Which of the following are the 

Buddhist pilgrimage sites in India? 

1. Sirpur 

2. Kushinagar 

3. Nagapattinam 

4. Karla caves 

      Select the correct answer code: 

a) 1, 2, 3 

b) 1, 2, 4 

c) 2, 3, 4 

d) All of the above  

 

9. Which of the following can be a form 

of economic “Protectionism” by 

India? 

1. Entry restrictions for foreign 

nationals 

2. Preferential market access policies 

for domestic industries 

3. Increasing custom duties on 

imported goods and services 

    Select the correct answer code: 

a) 2 only 

b) 2 and 3 only  

c) 1 and 3 only  

d) All of the above  

 

10. Which of the following are an 

important ancient port cities? 

1. Kanchi 

2. Madura 

3. Kadalkol 

4. Muziris 

 

     Select the correct answer code: 

a) 1, 2 and 3  

b) 2, 3 and 4  

c) 1, 2 and 4  

d) All of the above  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

ANSWER 

Q. 1 Solution: b) 

• The greatest ruler of the Satavahana dynasty was Gautamiputra Satakarni. He ruled 

for a period of 24 years from 106 to 130 A.D. His achievements were recorded in the 

Nasik inscription by his mother Gautami Balasri. 

• Gautamiputra Satakarni captured the whole of Deccan and expanded his empire. His 

victory over Nagapana, the ruler of Malwa was remarkable. He patronized 

Brahmanism. Yet, he also gave donations to Buddhists. 

 

Q. 2 Solution: d) All of the above  

• The All India Trade Union Congress (AITUC) is the oldest trade union federations 

in India. 

• It was founded on 31 October 1920 with Lala Lajpat Rai as its first president in 

Bombay by Lala Lajpat Rai, Joseph Baptista, N. M. Joshi, Diwan Chaman Lal and a 

few others. 

 

Q. 3 Solution: d) All of the above 

• Sea weeds are macroscopic algae, which mean they have no differentiation of true 

tissues such as roots, stems and leaves. 

• They grow in, shallow coastal waters wherever sizable sub-strata is available. 

• Seaweeds are important as food for humans, feed for animals, and fertilizer for plants. 

• Seaweeds are used as a drug for goitre treatment, intestinal and stomach disorders. 

• Products like agar-agar and alginates, iodine which are of commercial value, are 

extracted from seaweeds. 

• By the biodegradation of seaweeds methane like economically important gases can be 

produced in large quantities. 

• They are potential indicators of pollution in coastal ecosystem, particularly heavy 

metal pollution due to their ability to bind and accumulate metals strongly. 

 

Q. 4 Solution: a) All of the above  

           Bio-ethanol can be derived from all the sources mentioned above. 

Q. 5 Solution: b) 2 and 3  

 Article 324 of the Constitution has made the provisions with regard to the 

composition of election commission. 

• The Election Commission shall consist of the chief election commissioner and such 

number of other election commissioners, if any, as the president may from time to 

time fix. 

• The conditions of service and tenure of office of the election commissioners and the 

regional commissioners shall be determined by the president. 

• In case of difference of opinion amongst the Chief election commissioner and/or two 

other election commissioners, the matter is decided by the Commission by 

majority. 

 



 

Q. 6 Solution: c) 

 These were the major categories: 

1. Vellanvagai: land of non-Brahmana peasant proprietors 

2. Brahmadeya: land gifted to Brahmanas 

3. Shalabhoga: land for the maintenance of a school 

4. Devadana, tirunamattukkani: land gifted to temples 

5. Pallichchhandam: land donated to Jaina institutions 

 

Q. 7 Solution a) 1 and 2 only 

• Between the Great Himalayas and the Pir Panjal range, lies the world famous valley 

of Kashmir and the famous Dal Lake. 

 

Q. 8 Solution: d) All of the above  

           Some of the BUDDHIST PILGRIMAGE SITES IN INDIA 

1. Mahabodhi temple, Bodh Gaya (Bihar) 

2. The Mahaviharas of Nalanda, Vikramshila, Sompura, Odantapuri, Pushpagiri and 

Jagaddala 

3. Sirpur in Chhattisgarh. 

4. Lalitagiri, Vajragiri and Ratnagiri in Odisha 

5. Sarnath, near Varanasi (Uttar Pradesh). Site of first sermon of Buddha. 

6. Kushinagar, Uttar Pradesh 

7. Sanchi and Bharhut in Madhya Pradesh 

8. Nagapattinam in Tamil Nadu 

9. Bhaja & Karla caves, Pune (Maharashtra) 

10. Ajanta, Ellora and Pithalkora caves, Aurangabad (Maharashtra) 

 

Q. 9 Solution: d) All of the above  

• Protectionism can be any attempt to protect domestic industries from global 

competition. Restricting movements of people (labour), goods, services will all be 

considered under economic protectionism. 

• Preference to domestic industries creates barriers for other MNCs that desire investing 

in India. 

• Increasing custom duties on imported goods and services renders Indian goods to be 

more competitive than goods imported from abroad. 

 

Q. 10 Solution: c) 1, 2 and 4 only 

• Kanchi, known as Kanchipuram in Tamil Nadu, it was here around 600 BC to 300 BC 

that the Chinese used to come in foreign ships to purchase pearls, rare stones and 

glass in return they sold gold and silk. 

• Madura (Madurai) in Tamil Nadu: It was the capital of the Pandayas who controlled 

the pearl fisheries of the Gulf of Mannar. 

• Muziris was an ancient Indo-Roman port of Muziris or Musiri on the Malabar Coast, 

Kerala dating back to 1st century BC. 



 

• The Chola Dynasty port city in Tamil Nadu that vanished from maritime history 

around 1,000 years ago will be digitally reconstructed by a consortium led by the 

Department of Science and Technology. 

• DST officials said there are exhaustive narrations in works of Sangam Tamil literature 

to infer that the city, located 30 km from the existing Poompuhar town in southern 

TN, was submerged due to “kadalkol” or rising sea levels. 

 

  

 

 

 


