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1. Consider the following statements 

1. The painting is practiced by the 

tribal people of Jharkhand 

2. The common theme of the 

paintings is ‘What happens to 

human life post death’. 

3. It is on the verge of extinction 

given the rate of its decline. 

    The above statements refer to 

 a) Patua Art 

 b) Phad Painting 

 c) Paitkar Painting 

 d) Pithora Painting 

 

2. The Singapore Convention is 

associated with – 

a) United Nation Development 

Programme 

b) United Nations Commission on 

International Trade 

c) Asian Infrastructure Investment 

Bank 

d) World Bank 

 

3. Consider the following statements 

about Fundamental Duties 

1. The constitution authorises courts 

for enforcement of Fundamental 

Duties. 

2. While some Fundamental duties 

are applicable to Indian citizens, 

few are applicable to foreigners. 

Which of the above statements is/are 

correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 

d) None 

 

4. Consider the following statements 

1. It is one of the oldest and grandest 

forms of Hindustani classical 

music. 

2. It reached its zenith in the court of 

Emperor Akbar. 

3. It includes use of Sanskrit syllables 

and is of temple origin. 

    The above statements refer to 

a) Khayal 

b) Thumri 

c) Ghazal 

d) Dhrupad 

 

5. The practice of “Fiscal Federalism” in 

India involves 

 a) Distribution of financial powers 

between Centre and States 

 b) Devolution of central pool to states 

 c) Setting up of Finance Commission 

every five years 

 d) All of the above 

 



 

6. Consider the following statements 

regarding Sanchi Stupa. 

1. Sanchi Stupa is one of the oldest 

structures in India and was 

commissioned in 3rd century BCE 

by Emperor Ashoka. 

2. Sanchi Stupa has many beautiful 

sculptures and mural paintings. 

3. Buddhist Monuments at Sanchi 

were the first site from India to be 

listed as UNESCO world heritage 

Site. 

Which of the above statements is/are 

correct? 

a) 1 and 2 only  

b) 1 only 

c) 1 and 3 only  

d) 2 and 3 only  

 

7. With reference to the Carnatic Wars, 

consider the following statements: 

1. Under the treaty of Aix-la-

Chapelle, Madras was restored to 

the French. 

2. The battle of Wandiwash ended the 

French threat to British in India. 

Which of the above statements is/are 

correct? 

 a) 1 only 

 b) 2 only 

 c) Both 1 and 2 

 d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

8. An ecological pyramid is a 

diagrammatic presentation to 

describe trophic levels. How does the 

knowledge of ecological pyramid can 

help us in conservation of an 

ecosystem? 

1. It helps us to identify bio-

accumulation. 

2. It helps us to identify bio-

magnification. 

3. It helps us to recognize an invasive 

species. 

 

    Select the correct answer code: 

 a) 1 only  

 b) 1 and 2 only  

 c) 2 and 3 only  

 d) All of the above  

 

9. Consider the following statements 

regarding Convention on 

International Trade in Endangered 

Species of Wild Fauna and Flora 

(CITES). 

1. CITES is legally binding on state 

parties to the convention, which are 

obliged to adopt their own 

domestic legislation to implement 

its goals. 

2. It is administered by IUCN. 

3. Trade is not permittable for the 

species covered under Appendix I 

of CITES. 

Which of the above statements is/are 

incorrect? 

 a) 2 only 

 b) 1 and 2 only 

 c) 1 and 3 only  

 d) 2 and 3 only  

 

10. With reference to the ‘Gram 

Nyayalaya Act’, which of the 

following statements is/are not 

correct? 

1. The precising officer, Nyayadhikari 

shall be appointed by the Gram 

Panchayat with the consultation of 

the State Government. 

2. As per the Act, Gram Nyayalayas 

can hear only civil cases and not 

criminal cases. 

3. The Act allows local social 

activists as 

mediators/reconciliators. 



 

Select the correct answer using the 

code given below. 

a) 1 and 2 only  

b) 3 only 

c) 1 and 3 only  

d) 2 and 3 only  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ANSWER 

Q. 1 Solution: c) 

 Paitkar Painting 

• Practiced by the tribal people of Jharkhand, Paitkar paintings or scroll paintings are 

considered one of the ancient schools of painting in the country. 

• These paintings are linked to the social and religious customs including giving alms 

and holding yajnas. The common theme of Paitkar paintings is ‘What happens to 

human life post death’. 

• Although an ancient art, it is on the verge of extinction given the rate of its decline. 

 

Q. 2 Solution (b) United Nations Commission on International Trade 

• The Singapore Convention on Mediation, formally the United Nations Convention 

on International Settlement Agreements Resulting from Mediation which was 

adopted on 20 December 2018 and opened for signature is an international 

agreement regarding the recognition of mediated settlements. 

• UNCITRAL was established by the UN General Assembly in 1966 to promote the 

progressive harmonisation and unification of international trade law. 

 

Q. 3 Solution: d) None of the above  

  

• Like the Directive Principles, the fundamental duties are also non-justiciable. The 

Constitution does not provide for their direct enforcement by the courts. Moreover, 

there is not legal sanction against their violation. However, the Parliament is free to 

enforce them by suitable legislation. 

• The Fundamental Duties are confined to citizens only and do not extend to foreigners. 

 

Q. 4 Solution: d) Dhrupad 

 Dhrupad 



 

• It is one of the oldest and grandest forms of Hindustani classical music and finds it 

mention even in Natyashastra (200 BC–200 AD). Although Dhrupad consolidated its 

position as a classical form of music in the 13th century, it reached its zenith in the 

court of Emperor Akbar.  

• Dhrupad includes use of Sanskrit syllables and is of temple origin. 

 

Q. 5 Solution: d) All of the above  

  

• Federalism refers to the division of responsibilities and functions between the Centre 

and States. Fiscal federalism is an important component of federalism. It refers to all 

financial matters conducted between the Centre and states with a view of a political 

federal structure in mind. 

• For e.g. the 14th FC has radically enhanced the share of the states in the central 

divisible pool from 32 percent to 42 per cent which is the biggest ever increase in 

vertical tax devolution. 

• This is supposed to strengthen fiscal federalism. 

 

Q,. 6 Solution: b) 1 only 

 

• Sanchi Stupa is one of the oldest structures in India and was commissioned in 3rd 

century BCE by Emperor Ashoka. 

• Sanchi Stupa has many beautiful sculptures but not mural paintings. 

• Buddhist Monuments at Sanchi were enlisted as UNESCO world heritage site in 

1989. Agra Fort (1983) and Ajanta Caves (1983) 

 

Q. 7 Solution: b) 2 only 

•  

Treaty of Aix-la-Chapelle, (Oct. 18, 1748), treaty negotiated largely by Britain and 

France, with the other powers following their lead, ending the War of the Austrian 

Succession (1740–48). 

• The treaty was marked by the mutual restitution of conquests, including the fortress of 

Louisbourg on Cape Breton Island, Nova Scotia, to France; Madras in India, to 

England; and the barrier towns to the Dutch. 

• Battle of Wandiwash: This was the Third Carnatic War fought between the French 

and the British. Having made substantial gains in Bengal and Hyderabad, the British, 

after collecting a huge amount of revenue, were fully equipped to face the French in 

Wandiwash, whom they defeated. 

 

Q. 8 Solution: b) 1 and 2 only  

Ecological pyramid doesn’t give evidence on introduction of new species. 

 



 

Q. 9 Solution: d) 2 and 3 only 

CITES (the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna 

and Flora) is an international agreement between governments.  

Its aim is to ensure that international trade in specimens of wild animals and plants 

does not threaten their survival. 

1. It was signed on March 3, 1973 (Hence world wildlife day is celebrated on march 3). 

2. It is administered by the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP). 

3. Secretariat— Geneva (Switzerland). 

4. CITES is legally binding on state parties to the convention, which are obliged to 

adopt their own domestic legislation to implement its goals. 

The species covered by CITES are listed in three Appendices, according to the degree 

of protection they need. 

• Appendix I includes species threatened with extinction. Trade in specimens of 

these species is permitted only in exceptional circumstances. 

• Appendix II includes species not necessarily threatened with extinction, but in which 

trade must be controlled in order to avoid utilization incompatible with their survival. 

• Appendix III contains species that are protected in at least one country, which has 

asked other CITES Parties for assistance in controlling the trade. 

 

Q. 10 Solution: a) 1 and 2 only  

  

• The Gram Nyayalayas Act, 2008 has been enacted to provide for the establishment of 

the Gram Nyayalayas at the grass roots level for the purposes of providing access to 

justice to the citizens at their doorsteps and to ensure that opportunities for securing 

justice are not denied to any citizen due to social, economic or other disabilities. 

• The presiding officer (Nyayadhikari) shall be appointed by the State 

Government in consultation with the High Court. 

• The Gram Nyayalaya shall be a mobile court and shall exercise the powers of 

both Criminal and Civil Courts. 

• The Gram Nyayalaya shall try to settle the disputes as far as possible by bringing 

about conciliation between the parties and for this purpose, it shall make use of the 

conciliators to be appointed for this purpose. 

  

 

 

 


