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1. With reference to “Judicial review”, 

which of the following statement(s) 

is/are correct? 

1. The Constitution confers the power 

of judicial review on the Supreme 

Court only. 

2. Judicial review over a law can be 

done under light of DPSPs. 

Select the correct answers using code 

given below: 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

2. Consider the following statements 

with reference to Governor of a state 

in India: 

1. The Governor cannot hold office 

beyond his term of 5 year unless 

appointed again. 

2. The Governor can only be removed 

from office on charge of violation of 

Constitution. 

Which of the statements given above 

is/are correct? 

a) 1 only  

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2  

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

3. Consider the following statements 

regarding Writs: 

1. The President can empower any 

other court to issue writs of all 

kinds. 

2. High court can issue writs not only 

for the enforcement of Fundamental 

Rights but also for any other 

purpose. 

3. Article 226 is discretionary and that 

is a high court may refuse to 

exercise its writ jurisdiction. 

Which of the statements given above 

is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 1, 2 and 3 

c) 1and 2 only 

d) 2 and 3 only 

 

4. Which of the following are the 

significances of Babur’s advent into 

India? 

1. Security to India from external 

invasions 

2. Introduction of arch and dome in 

region’s architecture 

3. Introduction and popularisation of 

gunpowder and artillery in India 

4. Establishment of tradition of garden 

building 

Select the correct answer using the 

code given below: 

a) 1, 2 and 3 only 

b) 2 and 4 only 

c) 1 and 4 only 

d) 1, 2, 3 and 4  

 



 

5. Which of the following statements 

regarding the Neolithic Age is/are 

correct? 

1. The earliest Neolithic settlements in 

the Indian subcontinent developed 

in the west of River Indus. 

2. The Kashmiri Neolithic culture was 

characterized by the complete 

absence of microliths. 

3. Pottery first appeared in this phase. 

4. People in this phase found 

settlements away from the hilly 

areas. 

Select the correct answer using the 

code given below: 

(a) 1, 2 and 3 only 

(b) 2 and 4 only 

(c) 3 only 

(d) 1, 3 and 4 only 

 

6. With reference to the Art and 

Architecture during the Gupta 

Period, consider the following 

statements: 

1. Gupta period was rich in terms of 

the architectural developments. 

2. Ajanta paintings were built during 

the Gupta period. 

Which of the above statements are 

correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2  

d) Neither 1 nor 2  

 

7. Consider the following statements 

about the Missile Technology 

Control Regime: 

1. It aims to limit the spread of 

ballistic missiles and other 

unmanned delivery systems. 

2. It is not a legally-binding treaty. 

3. China is not a member of this 

Regime. 

Which of the statements given above 

is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 1 and 2 only 

c) 2 and 3 only 

d) 1, 2 and 3 

8. Consider the following statements 

about the Forum for India–Pacific 

Islands Cooperation (FIPIC): 

1. FIPIC is a multinational grouping 

developed in 2014 for co-operation 

between India and 14 Pacific 

Islands nations. 

2. Fiji is a member country of the 

Forum for India–Pacific Island 

Cooperation. 

Which of the statements given above 

is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

9. Consider the following statements: 

1. “Organization for the Prohibition of 

Chemical Weapons” is the 

implementing body of the Chemical 

Weapons Convention (CWC). 

2. “Organization for the Prohibition of 

Chemical Weapons” was awarded 

the Nobel Peace Prize, 2013. 

3. India is not a signatory and party to 

the Chemical Weapons Convention. 

Which of the statements given above 

is/are correct? 

a) 1 and 2 only 

b) 2 and 3 only 

c) 3 only 

d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

10. With reference to initiatives under 

Atal Innovation Mission, consider the 

following statements: 

1. The ARISE programme aims to 

stimulate innovation in Higher 

education institutions. 

2. AIM-iCREST has been launched in 

collaboration with the International 

Labour Organization. 

Which of the statements given above 

is/are correct?  

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 



 

ANSWER 

Q1. Answer: d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Statement 1 is incorrect: The Constitution confers the power of judicial review on the higher 

judiciary (both the Supreme Court as well as High Courts). 

Statement 2 is incorrect: Judicial review is needed for the following reasons: 

 To uphold the principle of the supremacy of the Constitution. 

 To maintain federal equilibrium (balance between the Centre and the states). 

 To protect the Fundamental Rights of the citizens. 

DPSP are non-justiciable in nature. Hence a law cannot be declared ultra vires for 

violating DPSPs. 

 

Q2. Answer: d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 Statement 1 is incorrect: A governor can hold office beyond his term of five years until 

his successor assumes charge. 

 Statement 2 is incorrect: No such conditions are required for removing the governor 

from his office. His term is subject to the pleasure of the President. 

 

Q3. Answer: d) 2 and 3 only  

Statement 1 is incorrect: The Parliament (under Article 32) can empower any other court 

to issue these writs. Since no such provision has been made so far, only the Supreme Court and 

the high courts can issue the writs and not any other court. 

Statement 2 is correct: The Supreme Court can issue writs only for the enforcement of 

Fundamental rights whereas a high court can issue writs not only for the enforcement of 

Fundamental Rights but also for any other purpose. The expression for any other purpose refers 

to the enforcement of an ordinary legal right. 

Statement 3 is correct: A remedy under Article 32 is in itself a Fundamental Right and hence, 

the Supreme Court may not refuse to exercise its writ jurisdiction. On the other hand, a 

remedy under Article 226 is discretionary and hence, a high court may refuse to exercise 

its writ jurisdiction. 

 

Q4. Answer: c) 1 and 4 only 

Statement 2 is incorrect: Arches and Domes were introduced by Turks during the Delhi 

Sultanate. 

Statement 3 is incorrect: Gunpowder was already known in India before Babur’s arrival. His 

victories led to rapid popularization of gunpowder and artillery in India. 

Significance of Babur’s Advent into India: 

• For the first time since the downfall of the Kushana Empire, Kabul and Qandhar became 

integral parts of an empire comprising north India. Since these areas had always acted as 

staging places for an invasion of India by dominating them Babur and his successors were 



 

able to give to India security from external invasions for almost 200 years. Hence 

statement 1 is correct.  

• Economically, the control of Kabul and Qandhar strengthened India’s foreign trade since 

these two towns were the starting points for caravans meant for China in the east, and the 

Mediterranean seaports in the west. Thus, India could take a greater share in the great trans-

Asian trade. 

• Babur introduced a new mode of warfare in India. Although gunpowder was known in India 

earlier, Babur showed what a skilled combination of artillery and cavalry could achieve. His 

victories led to rapid popularization of gunpowder and artillery in India. 

• Babur was deeply learned in Persian and Arabic, and is regarded as one of the two most 

famous writers in the Turkish language which was his mother tongue. 

   His famous memoirs, the Tuzuk-i-Baburi, is considered one of the classics of literature. His 

other works include a masnavi and the Turkish translation of a well-known Sufi work. He 

was a keen naturalist, and has described the flora and fauna of India in considerable detail. 

• Babur introduced a new concept of the state which was to be based on the strength and prestige 

of the Crown, absence of religious and sectarian bigotry, and the careful fostering of culture 

and the fine arts.  

• He laid out a number of formal gardens with running water thereby establishing a 

tradition of building gardens. Hence statement 4 is correct.  

 

Q5. Answer: a) 1, 2 and 3 only 

Neolithic or the New Stone Age 

 In the world context, the New Stone or the Neolithic age began in 9000 BC but in the Indian 

subcontinent, it began around the seventh millennium BC. Some important crops, including 

wheat and barley, came to be cultivated in the subcontinent, and villages were established 

in this part of the world. 

 Perhaps the most fundamental advance that has affected the course of human life was the 

domestication of a large number of animals and plants. 

 The earliest Neolithic settlement in the Indian subcontinent first developed in the west 

of the Indus.  Hence statement 1 is correct.  

 Mehrgarh is one of the largest Neolithic settlements between the Indus and the 

Mediterranean and is attributed to 7000 BC. 

 The people of the Neolithic age used tools and implements of polished stone. Based on the 

types of axes used by Neolithic settlers, we notice three important areas of Neolithic 

settlements—north-western, north-eastern, and southern. 

 In the north-west, Kashmiri Neolithic culture was distinguished by its dwelling pits, wide 

range of ceramics, the variety of stone and bone tools, and the complete absence of 

microliths. Hence statement 2 is correct.  

 Another area from which Neolithic tools have been recovered is situated in the hills of 

Assam. Neolithic tools have also been found in the Garo hills in Meghalaya on the north-

eastern frontier of India. 



 

 An important group of Neolithic people lived in south India, south of the Godavari River. 

They usually settled on the tops of granite hills or on plateaus near the river banks. They 

used stone axes and also a kind of stone blades. 

 During the Neolithic phase, several settlements became acquainted with the cultivation of 

cereals and the domestication of animals. So they needed pots in which they could store 

their food grains, and also pots for cooking, eating, and drinking. 

 Pottery, therefore, first appears in this phase, with handmade pottery in the early 

stage. Hence statement 3 is correct.  

 The people of the new Stone Age/Neolithic suffered from one great limitation. As they had 

to depend almost entirely on tools and weapons made of stone, they could not found 

settlements far away from the hilly areas. They could settle only on the slopes of the hills 

in rock shelters and the hilly river valleys. So, statement 4 is incorrect. 

 

Q6. Answer: b) 2 only 

Gupta Architecture 

The Gupta period was poor in terms of architecture. Hence statement 1 is not correct.  

All that we find are a few temples made of brick in UP and a stone temple. The brick temples 

of Bhitargaon in Kanpur, Bhitari in Ghazipur, and Deogarh in Jhansi may be mentioned. The 

Buddhist University at Nalanda was set up in the fifth century, and its earliest structure, made 

of brick, relates to this period. 

Gupta Art 

The Gupta period is called the Golden Age of ancient India Guptas possessed a large quantity 

of gold and they issued the largest number of gold coins which were called “dinaras” in their 

inscriptions. 

Buddhism gave great impetus to art in Maurya and post-Maurya times. During the Gupta period 

a life-size copper image of the Buddha of more than 6 feet was made. It was discovered at 

Sultanganj near Bhagalpur, and is now displayed in Birmingham. 

During the Gupta period beautiful images of the Buddha were fashioned at Sarnath and 

Mathura, but the finest specimens of Buddhist art in Gupta times are the Ajanta paintings. 

Hence statement 2 is correct They depict various events in the life of Gautama Buddha and 

the previous Buddhas whose birth stories are related in the Jatakas. 

As the Guptas supported Brahmanism, images of Vishnu, Shiva, and some other Hindu gods 

were fashioned for the first time during their period. At many places, the entire pantheon is 

portrayed with the chief god at the centre surrounded by his retainers and subordinates. The 

leading god is represented as large in size, with his retainers and subordinate gods drawn on a 

smaller scale. This reflects clear social hierarchy and discrimination. 

 

Q7. Answer: d) 1, 2 and 3 

Established in April 1987, the voluntary Missile Technology Control Regime (MTCR) aims 

to limit the spread of ballistic missiles and other unmanned delivery systems that could be 

used for chemical, biological and nuclear attacks. In a boost to its non-proliferation credentials, 

India joined the MTCR in 2016. 



 

China is not a member of this Regime, but it had verbally pledged to adhere to its original 

guidelines, but not to the subsequent additions. 

It is not a legally-binding treaty. Therefore, no punitive measures could be taken against non-

compliance to the guidelines of the Regime. 

 

Q8. Answer: c) Both 1 and 2 

The Forum for India-Pacific Islands Cooperation (FIPIC) is a multinational grouping 

developed in 2014 for cooperation between India and 14 Pacific Islands nations, which 

include Cook Islands, Fiji, Kiribati, Marshall Islands, Micronesia, Nauru, Niue, Samoa 

Solomon Islands, Palau, Papua New Guinea, Tonga, Tuvalu and Vanuatu. Hence statement 1 

and 2 both are correct. 

India’s relationship with the Pacific Island nations has deepened with the evolution of the Act 

East Policy, resulting in the setting up of the action-oriented Forum for India–Pacific Islands 

Cooperation (FIPIC). The first and second editions of the FIPIC took place in Fiji (2015) and 

Jaipur (2016). During the FIPIC Summits, the Prime Minister articulated India’s desire to be a 

close partner of the Pacific Island nations and its readiness to work closely to advance their 

developmental agenda 

To continue high-level engagement, the PM extended an invitation to all the leaders for the 3rd 

FIPIC Summit to be held in Port Moresby in first half of 2020. 

 

Q9. Answer: a) 1 and 2 Only  

The Organization for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons (OPCW) is an independent, 

autonomous international organization with a working relationship with the United Nations. 

The OPCW is the implementing body of the Chemical Weapons Convention (CWC), 
which entered into force in 1997. India has signed and ratified this Convention. Hence 

statement 1 is correct and statement 3 is not correct 

The organization was awarded the 2013 Nobel Peace Prize “for its extensive efforts to 

eliminate chemical weapons”. Hence statement 2 is correct. 

The OPCW Member States share the collective goal of preventing chemistry from ever again 

being used for warfare, thereby strengthening international security. 

 

Q10. Answer: d) Neither 1 nor 2  

Atal Innovation Mission (AIM) is Niti Aayog’s flagship initiative to promote a culture of 

innovation and entrepreneurship in the country.  

Major Initiatives under AIM are:  

1. Atal Tinkering Labs: Creating problem solving mindset across schools in India. 

2. Atal Incubation Centers: Fostering world class startups and adding a new dimension to the 

incubator model. 

3. Mentor India Campaign: A national mentor network in collaboration with the public sector, 

corporates and institutions, to support all the initiatives of the mission. 



 

4. Atal Community Innovation Center: To stimulate community centric innovation and ideas 

in the unserved /underserved regions of the country including Tier 2 and Tier 3 cities. 

5. Atal Research and Innovation for Small Enterprises (ARISE): To stimulate innovation and 

research in the MSME industry. Hence, statement 1 is not correct. 

6. AIM-iCREST is an Incubator Capabilities Enhancement program for a Robust Ecosystem 

focused on creating high performing Startups. 

For AIM-iCREST, AIM has collaborated with Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation and 

Wadhwani Foundation - organizations that can lend credible support and expertise in the 

entrepreneurship and innovation space. Hence, statement 2 is not correct. 


