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Current Affairs of the Day 
Justice Dept. says raising judges’ retirement age may benefit non-

performers 

• Increasing the retirement age of Supreme Court and High Court judges could extend 

the years of service of non-performing judges and might have a cascading effect with 

government employees raising a similar demand, the Department of Justice has told a 

parliamentary panel. 

• It also said increasing the retirement age of judges would be considered along with 

measures to ensure transparency and accountability in appointments to the higher 

judiciary. 

• It said increasing the retirement age may deprive tribunals of having retired judges as 

presiding officers or judicial members. 

• Supreme Court judges retire at the age of 65 years, and judges high courts in the 

country retire at 62 years. 

• The Constitution, 114th Amendment Bill was introduced in 2010 to increase the 

retirement age of high court judges to 65 years. However, it was not taken up for 

consideration in Parliament and lapsed with the dissolution of the 15th Lok Sabha. 

 

CPCB report shows fewer polluted river stretches, but worst ones 

remain unchanged 

• The number of polluted stretches in India’s rivers has fallen from 351 in 2018 to 311 

in 2022, though the number of most polluted stretches is practically unchanged, 

according to a report from the Central Pollution Control Board (CPCB). The CPCB 

network monitors water quality at 4,484 locations across the country. 

• Biochemical oxygen demand (BOD) exceeding 3 milligrams per litre (mg/l) is 

identified as polluted locations. Two or more polluted locations identified on a river 

in a continuous sequence are considered as a “polluted river stretch.” A BOD less than 

3 mg/l means the river stretch is fit for “outdoor bathing.” 

• Further, stretches with BOD exceeding 30 mg/l are considered “Priority 1” (P1), 

meaning, the most polluted and thus needing the most urgent remediation.  
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• No change/slight change in P1 

category of polluted river 

stretches indicates that further 

stringent actions are required for 

control of organic pollution 

from various point sources of 

pollution including 

development of infrastructure 

and its proper operation for 

treatment of wastewater before 

discharge into recipient water 

bodies. 

• While Gujarat and Uttar 

Pradesh had the highest number 

of “Priority 1” river stretches 

(6), Maharashtra had the most 

polluted river stretches of 55, 

followed by Madhya Pradesh 

(19), Bihar (18), Kerala (18), 

Karnataka (17) and Uttar 

Pradesh (17). 

What is Biological Oxygen 

Demand?  

• Biochemical oxygen demand is 

the amount of oxygen consumed 

by bacteria and other 

microorganisms while they 

decompose organic matter 

under aerobic conditions.  

• The common lake or stream contains small amounts of oxygen in the form of dissolved 

oxygen (DO). Dissolved oxygen is a crucial component of natural water bodies, 

maintaining the aquatic life and quality aesthetic of streams and lakes.  

• The decay of organic matter in water is measured as biochemical oxygen 

demand.  Environmental stresses and other human-induced factors can lessen the 

amount of dissolved oxygen in a water body, however.  
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73 species from India are facing extinction, the environment 

ministry informs Upper House 

• Seventy-three species 

in India are critically 

endangered, the 

Union environment 

ministry informed the 

Rajya Sabha citing a 

report of the 

International Union 

for Conservation of 

Nature (IUCN), up 

from 47 in 2011. 

• The government is 

now considering the 

inclusion of most 

critically endangered species in the Schedule-I of Wild Life (Protection) Act, 1972, to 

provide the highest level of protection. 

 

Citing damage to ancient rock carvings, experts red-flag mega oil 

refinery project 

• The site proposed for a mega oil refinery in 

Maharashtra’s Ratnagiri district is at the center of a row 

over whether it might damage ancient rock carvings 

found in the area. 

• The rock art, or petroglyphs, estimated to be 20,000 

years old and classified as protected monuments by the 

state archaeology department and the Archaeological 

Survey of India, have been added to the tentative list of 

UNESCO’s world heritage sites. 
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MAINS 

DAWP 

Q1. What are the ‘Dark patterns’ on the Internet? Discuss their 

implications for various stakeholders. 

 

Q2. Critically discuss National Suicide Prevention Startegy. 

Discuss factors behind rising suicides in india.   

MCQs 
Q1. The Transition from Hinayana to Mahayana includes 

1. The gradual adoption of Pali in place of Sanskrit 

2. Beginning of the practice of idol worship 

3. Development of the concept of the Bodhisatta 

Select the correct answer using the code given below 

a. 1 and 2 only 

b. 2 and 3 only 

c. 1 and 3 only 

d. 1, 2 and 3 
 

 


