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Behind cynical exploitation of Aravallis: Apathy, corruption 

• Illegal mining; farm houses and universities located on land they have no business being 

located on; state governments pushing for commercialisation and development of land 

protected by a series of court orders — that’s the story of the Aravallis, one of the oldest 

hill ranges in the world. 

• The land is of two types — village commons (commonly called Gair Mumkin Pahar) 

and land that is notified under sections 4 and 5 of the Punjab Land Preservation Act (to 

make things complex, some of the former were also classified under the latter, which 

basically protects land critical to prevent erosion in the area) which bars their use for 

mining and construction — but there the narrative diverges. 

• The categorisation of land under the former facilitated its illegal exploitation; and the 

categorisation under the latter was supposed to prevent illegalities, but with local 

governments turning a blind eye, this did not happen. 

• Take, for instance, around 450 acres of village commons in Kot and Mangar (the second 

is home to perhaps the only patch of primary forest in the national capital region and 

the Aravallis) that, according to documents seen by HT, belong to a company called 

Gaurisuta Building Solutions. The company is part of Yoga guru Ramdev’s Patanjali 

Group and wants to use the land for a university. 

• Or consider the Manav Rachna International School of Research and Studies, a well-

regarded engineering college that sits on around 32 acres of land that is classified as 

forest under PLPA’s sections 4 and 5. Neither should have been possible under the 

various protections granted to the respective patches of land. 

Several legal protections for Aravallis in Haryana are there on paper: These include  

• Supreme Court orders since 1996 and reiterated in 2011 and 2022 that require the state 

to identify and protect forests that are not formally notified but meet the dictionary 

meaning of forest — but Haryana has not identified a single acre yet; 

• The NCR regional plan 2021 has a provision of the natural conservation zone that 

protects Aravallis from construction and landuse change — this protection has been 

deleted in the new draft Regional Plan 2041 — under Haryana’s authorship;  

• Haryana itself notified around 60% of Aravallis under the stringent PLPA notifications 

in the 1980s-90s, but now the same state is trying to emasculate the Act via amendment.  
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• The MoEFCC’s Aravalli Notification of 1992 prohibits construction in the Aravallis in 

Gurugram, but a single Aravalli village, Raisena’s Ansal Aravalli Retreat, has hundreds 

of violations.  

• In short, many of these protections have not been complied with leaving large tracts of 

Aravallis vulnerable. What is worse is the consistent effort to delete and dilute these 

protections by the state.  

• In fact, Haryana, with the lowest forest cover at 3.6% has even questioned if the state 

has Aravallis which is laughable. 

Ecological function of the Aravallis: 

• The Aravallis are critical to the region. They act as a natural boundary to the Thar, 

preventing the relentless march of the desert (and indeed, the increasing levels of road 

dust in Delhi can be partly attributed to the fact that many of the hills have vanished, 

victims of mining).  

• They serve as a natural water recharge facility. And they provide green cover in an 

otherwise arid region. 

• These forests are home to a lot of wildlife and birdlife. Hyenas, leopards, porcupines, 

jackals are species that exist in good numbers here. There are also over 300 species of 

birds here if you take Alwar also.  

• Prosopis juliflora dominates these forests, but in pockets, particularly in areas like the 

Mangar Bani, Jhiri etc, you see local tree and plant species. For example, on the 

Gurugram-Faridabad Road you can see pockets of Dhok. These forests are integral to 

controlling flash floods, desertification, reduce run-off and recharge groundwater for 

the entire NCR.  

• They are the last patch of forests left for the region that can provide these ecological 

services without which the functioning of cities in NCR can be jeopardized. 

But rather than protect them, states in the region, notably Haryana, have done everything 

in their powers to remove existing safeguards. This unswerving focus on development is 

also believed by some to be the reason why Haryana is dragging its feet over recognising 

and protecting prehistoric cave paintings in Manger. 
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A green promise: Small enterprises can be the mainstay of the 

green economy 

• The Union Cabinet has cleared a ₹17,490-crore National Green Hydrogen (NGH) 

mission that aims to facilitate the production of hydrogen from renewable energy.  

• Hydrogen is an essential industrial fuel that has a range of uses from producing 

ammonia, making steel and cement, to powering fuel cells that can run buses and cars.  

• However, the cheapest way to manufacture this is to rely on fossil fuel such as coal and 

natural gas and this produces carbon emissions.  

Green hydrogen: 

• The concerns over global warming and the gradual but steady embrace of alternative 

fuels have stoked the world’s interest in producing hydrogen from renewable energy 

sources such as solar and wind energy.  

• This, however, is relatively expensive. It costs between $0.9 to $1.5 to produce a 

kilogramme of hydrogen from coal and anywhere from $3.5 to $5.5 per kg to produce 

it from renewable energy sources.  

• Just as solar power tariffs in India have now dipped below that of coal power, the 

government hopes that ‘green hydrogen’, or that produced entirely from renewable 

energy, will also cost less than the current price to make hydrogen from fossil fuel 

sources.  

• The NGH mission aims to create an enabling environment for the Indian industry to 

develop the infrastructure to produce and transport green hydrogen from certain nerve 

centres to production hubs where they can be used in various industrial applications.  

• The NGH mission has committed to finance — the details are not yet available — the 

manufacturing of electrolysers, which use electricity to split water into hydrogen and 

oxygen.  

• By 2030, the goal is to have at least 5 million metric tonnes of annual green hydrogen 

production, electrolyser capacity of 60-100 gigawatt and a 125-gigawatt renewable 

energy capacity for green hydrogen and its associated transmission network. 

Aspiration and challenges: 

• Green hydrogen, because of the entailed expenses, currently accounts for less than 1% 

of global hydrogen production and India’s aim is to become a global, industrial hub and 

exporter of such hydrogen.  
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• While this is a worthy ambition, India’s track record in becoming a high-technology 

manufacturing hub raises doubts on whether this is achievable by 2030.  

• Despite policies, India has not managed to be a net exporter of solar cells, 

semiconductors or wind power components. This is because India’s underlying 

manufacturing base continues to be weak and unable to efficiently absorb and utilise 

global capital.  

• For India to realise ambitions, it must strengthen its small manufacturing and allied 

enterprises infrastructure which, rather than large industries, will be the mainstay of any 

green economy. 

 


