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Current Affairs of the Day 
No need for extra curbs on free speech of Ministers: SC 

• The Supreme Court held that 

there is no reason to impose 

“additional restrictions” on the 

right to free speech of 

Ministers, and the government 

is not vicariously liable for 

disparaging remarks made by 

them, even if the comments are 

traceable to state affairs or 

meant to protect the 

government. 

• “A statement by a Minister, 

even if traceable to any affairs 

of the state or for protecting the 

government, cannot be attributed vicariously to the government by invoking the 

principle of collective responsibility,” Justice V. Ramasubramanian held in the main 

judgment of the Constitution Bench.  

• It is not possible to extend this concept of collective responsibility to any and every 

oral statement made by a Minister outside the House of the People/Legislative 

Assembly. 

• The Prime Minister or the Chief Minister does not have disciplinary control over the 

members of the Council of Ministers. In a country like ours, where there is a multi-

party system and where coalition governments are often formed, it is not possible at 

all times for a Prime Minister/Chief Minister to take the whip whenever a statement is 

made by someone in the Council of Ministers. 

Differing opinion: 

• In a separate opinion, Justice B.V. Nagarathna differed with the leading judgment on 

the point, saying a minister’s statement, if traceable to any affairs of the state or for 

protecting the government, can be attributed vicariously to the government by 
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invoking the principle of collective responsibility, “so long as such a statement 

represented the view of the government too."  

• “If such a statement is not consistent with the view of the government, then it is 

attributable to the Minister personally,” Justice Nagarathna drew the distinction. 

Public functionaries should be more responsible in their speech: Justice Nagarathna 

• Hate speech denies human beings the right to dignity, Justice B.V. Nagarathna said in 

a separate opinion in a Constitution Bench judgment. 

• Warning public functionaries, celebrities and Ministers to be careful about what they 

say in public, she said the right to dignity of common man cannot be sacrificed at the 

altar of “free speech” if the statements made by dignitaries created inequality and 

vilified sections of society or individuals. 

 

Call for permanent cancellation of bauxite mining lease in Odisha 

• Three days before Odisha State Pollution Control Board (OSPCB) is scheduled to hold 

fresh public hearing regarding the granting of environment clearance (EC) to 

Maliparvat bauxite mining lease in Koraput district, villagers have reached 

Bhubaneswar demanding permanent cancellation of the lease. 

• Maliparvat Surakhya Samiti (MPSS), a forum of villagers, has been spearheading a 

movement demanding to cancel the lease. 

• In 2007, the Maliparvat bauxite mining lease was awarded to the Hindalco Industries 

Limited. According to activists, the company’s EIA report mentioned that there was 

no waterbody in Maliparvat. 

• The MPSS carried out a survey and came across 36 perennial streams flowing down 

from the Maliparvat, which was the source of water for villagers for agricultural and 

drinking purposes.  

 

SC raises concern on small fishermen hit by purse seine nets 

• The Supreme Court asked the Centre what would happen to the small and traditional 

fishermen in the State of Tamil Nadu if “affluent” purse seine fishermen on 

mechanised boats are allowed to operate beyond the 12 nautical mile territorial waters 

and end up catching hundreds of tonnes of fish. 
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• The court is hearing a petition filed by ‘Fishermen Care’ to stay a Tamil Nadu 

government order of February 17, 2020, which had banned the large nets used to catch 

schools of fish in the deep waters of the sea. 

Process: 

A purse seine 

is a large wall 

of netting 

deployed 

around an 

entire area or 

school of 

fish. The 

seine has 

floats along 

the top line 

with a lead line threaded through rings along the bottom. Once a school of fish is located, 

a skiff encircles the school with the net. The lead line is then pulled in, "pursing" the net 

closed on the bottom, preventing fish from escaping by swimming downward. 

Challenges: 

• Purse seining is a non-selective fishing method that captures everything that it 

surrounds, including protected species. Sea turtles can be captured by a purse seine as 

it is set and then become entangled in the net mesh as it is hauled in. Entangled turtles 

may sustain injuries to their flippers and shells due to the force of the net as it is hauled. 

In a large catch, turtles risk being crushed under the sheer weight of the tow.  

• Purse seines can easily encircle marine mammals along with target species as the net 

is set. Historically, dolphin pods were even used as a natural cue visually leading purse 

seiners toward areas of abundant schooling fish (called "setting on dolphins"). 
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Woman Officer Deployed At Siachen For The First Time 

• Almost four 

decades after India 

launched 

Operation 

Meghdoot in April 

1984 to secure the 

Siachen glacier, 

the army has for 

the first time 

deployed a woman 

officer, Captain 

Shiva Chouhan, at 

the world’s highest 

and coldest 

battleground.  

• Like other soldiers, 

she will have a three-month stint in Siachen, where the temperature can dip to minus 

60 degrees Celsius.  

 

Trains on hydrogen fuel cells by end of year: Govt 

India will roll out trains running on 

hydrogen fuel cells on some of its 

tourist services by the end of the year, 

Union railways minister said, 

announcing the names of eight heritage 

route services that “will go green”. 

• Hydrogen fuel cells are 

increasingly being tried as a clean 

energy technology in the 

transportation sector, with several 

countries having already begun 

running light capacity services that 

leave no emission apart from water. 
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• The first train under 

‘Hydrogen for Heritage’ 

will commence 

operations from 

December 2023, implying 

that trains in the heritage 

routes will go green. 

However, the 

locomotives will still 

retain the look of a steam 

engine to stick to its 

heritage ethos. 

• The routes on which these 

trains will be rolled out 

are Kalka-Shimla, 

Matheran Hill, Darjeeling 

Himalayan, Kangra 

valley, Bilmora-Waghai, 

Mhow-Patalpani, Nilgiri 

Mountain and Marwar- 

Devgarh Madriya. 

Currently, trains on these 

routes largely run on 

diesel. 

• Under the appearance, the 

new will be a completely different technology. Each of the coaches in the trains, which 

run on narrow gauges and are meant for leisure instead of transportation, will be 

powered by their own hydrogen cell motor. 

National Hydrogen Mission: 

• Prime Minister Narendra Modi, had, on August 15, 2021, announced the launch of a 

National Hydrogen Mission to accelerate plans to generate the carbon-free fuel from 

renewables and had set a target of 2047 for India to achieve self-reliance in energy. 

• The transport sector is one of the largest sources of emissions of greenhouse gases, 

and efforts are underway globally to include clean fuels such as hydrogen fuel cells. 
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Not all conversions are illegal: SC to MP govt 

• The Supreme 

Court told the 

Madhya Pradesh 

government that 

not all religious 

conversions are 

“illegal” and 

refused to stay 

an order of the 

Madhya Pradesh 

high court that 

restrained the 

state government 

from prosecuting 

interfaith 

couples who get 

married without 

informing the 

district 

magistrate. 

• The high court, 

in an interim 

order, held Section 10 of the Madhya Pradesh Freedom of Religion Act, 2021 to be 

unconstitutional and prevented the state from taking any coercive action against 

people who failed to comply with this provision. 

• Section 10 held that any person desiring to get converted should give prior intimation 

of such conversion to the district magistrate and attest that the conversion is happening 

of his/her own free will, without any force, coercion, undue influence, or allurement. 

Any violation of this rule carried a jail term of minimum three years and a fine of at 

least ₹50,000. 

• The HC order came on a bunch of petitions, challenging the 2021 law imposing 

restrictions on people getting converted. It required religious priests or people who 

intend to organize conversion to give 60-day prior intimation to the district magistrate. 
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MAINS 

DAWP 

Q1. Sports are being seen as novel way of diversifying economy 

in the middle east. Discuss hidden opportunities for India.  

MCQs 
Q1. Unakoti is a holy place associated with Shaiva worship. It is 

situated in the state of  

a. Manipur 

b. Mizoram 

c. Karnataka 

d. Tripura 
 

 


