
 

1 

 

02.01.2023 | Monday 

Current Affairs of the Day 
The advent of ‘app-solute’ chaos in NREGA under the guise of 

transparency 

• Digitally capturing the attendance of workers employed under the Mahatma Gandhi 

National Rural Employment Guarantee Scheme (MGREGS) has been made universal 

by the Centre from January 1, 2023.  

The National Mobile Monitoring Software (NMMS)  

• In May 2021, the Ministry of Rural Development (MoRD) launched the National 

Mobile Monitoring Software (NMMS) app, a new application meant for “improving 

citizen oversight and increasing transparency” in National Rural Employment 

Guarantee Act (NREGA) works.  

• It is to be deployed by NREGA Mates, local women at the panchayat level who are 

selected and trained to monitor NREGA worksites.  

• The main feature of the app is the real-time, photographed, geo-tagged attendance of 

every worker to be taken once in each half of the day.  

Conditions affecting workers 

• While such an app may be useful in monitoring the attendance of workers who have 

fixed work timings, in most States, NREGA wages are calculated based on the amount 

of work done each day, and workers do not need to commit to fixed hours. This 

flexibility has been key to NREGA’s widespread demand.  

• However, marking attendance on the app mandates that workers are at the worksite 

the entire day or commute to it at least twice. This causes significant difficulty for 

NREGA workers. 

• NREGA has historically had a higher proportion of women workers (54.7% in FY 

2021-22) and has been pivotal in changing working conditions for women in rural 

areas. Due to the traditional burden of household chores and care work on women, the 

app is likely to disproportionately affect women workers.  

• The conditions for registering NREGA attendance on the app put them in a dilemma 

where they may end up foregoing NREGA work.  
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Other challenges 

• There are challenges of implementation with the NMMS as well. A stable network is 

a must for real-time monitoring; unfortunately, it remains patchy in much of rural 

India. This could lead to workers not being able to mark their attendance, and 

consequently lose a day of wages.  

• The app has adversely impacted NREGA Mates as well. The role of a Mate was 

conceptualised as an opportunity to empower local women to manage attendance and 

work measurement in their panchayat.  

• But now, to be a Mate, one needs to have a smartphone. This new condition 

disqualifies thousands of women who do not own smartphones from becoming Mates. 

Now, smartphone-owning men are likely to be given preference as Mates.  

• Many selected Mates also reported that they had not been given proper training in 

using the app. This could lead to errors in recording workers’ attendance, that 

ultimately results in delayed or non-payments. 

No physical records 

• Beyond the problems in implementation, the intended purpose of such an application, 

and its effectiveness remain unclear.  

• The app claims to “increase citizen oversight” by “bringing more transparency and 

ensuring proper monitoring of the schemes, besides potentially enabling processing 

payments faster”. However, it appears to be doing exactly the opposite.  

• With no physical attendance records signed by workers anymore, workers have no 

proof of their attendance and work done.  

• Since there are no physical records the workers can use as evidence, they have no way 

of proving their attendance, and will consequently lose out on pay for two full weeks 

of work. This is a clear erosion of the transparency and citizen oversight the app claims 

to improve. 

Strengthening social audits 

• Instead of focusing on this app or introducing other complex technological reforms, 

we strongly believe social audits must be strengthened. Social audits are citizen-

centric institutions, where the citizens of the panchayat have a direct role and say in 

how NREGA functions in their panchayat.  
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• Audits have worked well in the past, allowing the local rights holders to be invested 

in decisions, and hold the administration accountable themselves.  

The NMMS has very clear problems that will make it increasingly difficult for workers 

to continue working under NREGA, eroding the right to work that underwrites the 

NREGA Act. 

 

Thousands visit Bhima-Koregaon war memorial 

• The 205th anniversary of the Bhima-Koregaon battle passed 

without incident as lakhs of Ambedkarites from across 

Maharashtra and the country congregated near the Ranstambh 

(victory pillar) at Perne village in Pune under heavy security 

cover. 

• War memorial celebrates the bravery of the Mahar soldiers led 

by the British who fought against the Peshwa forces in the 

1818 battle. The Battle of Bhima Koregaon was part of the 

Third Anglo Maratha War. 

 

Countries resolve to protect cetaceans from marine plastic 

pollution. 

• Following the adoption of a Resolution on Marine Plastic Pollution at the 68th 

International Whaling Commission conference (IWC68) in October 2022, member 

countries will have to report on the status, reduction, recycling, and reuse efforts on 

marine plastic pollution. 

• At IWC68, member nations adopted a resolution to support international negotiations 

on a treaty to tackle plastic pollution. The body also recognised the transboundary 

nature of marine plastic pollution and the importance of international cooperation. 

• Confirming that the impacts of marine plastic pollution on cetaceans is a “priority 

concern” for the IWC, the Resolution on Marine Plastic Pollution adopted at IWC68, 

commended the UN Environment Assembly’s March 2022 decision to begin 

negotiations on an international legally binding instrument to tackle plastic pollution, 

including in the marine environment. 
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The International Whaling Commission (IWC)  

The International Whaling Commission (IWC) is an inter-governmental body responsible 

for the management of whaling and the conservation of whales. It has a current 

membership of 88 governments from all over the world, including India, which played a 

critical role in amending the text of the resolution to incorporate reporting commitments 

on the status of marine plastic by member countries. 

Cetacean 

cetacean, (order Cetacea), any member of an entirely aquatic group of mammals 

commonly known as whales, dolphins, and porpoises. The ancient Greeks recognized that 

cetaceans breathe air, give birth to live young, produce milk, and have hair—all features 

of mammals. Because of their body form, however, cetaceans were commonly grouped 

with the fishes. Cetaceans are entirely carnivorous, although members of the order Sirenia 

(manatees, dugongs, and Steller’s sea cow) were once referred to as the “herbivorous 

Cetacea.” In the past cetaceans were important resources (see whaling), but by the end of 

the 20th century their economic importance was almost solely due to whale watching, a 

tourist activity and major source of income for certain coastal regions of many countries. 
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MAINS 

DAWP 

Q1. What are deep fakes? Discuss challenges to democracy by 

deep fakes.  

MCQs 
Q1. Which of the following government programmes have 

contributed towards afforestation?  

1. The National Afforestation Programme 

2. Green India Mission 

3. Compensatory Afforestation (CA) 

4. Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment 

Guarantee Scheme (MGNREGS) 

Select the correct answer using the code given below 

a. 1 and 2 only 

b. 3 and 4 only 

c. 1, 2 and 3 only 

d. 1, 2, 3 and 4 

 


