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Current Affairs of the Day 
Remote EVM ready to help migrants vote outside States: EC 

• The Election Commission (EC) announced the development of a prototype of a multi-

constituency remote electronic voting machine (RVM) to enable remote voting by 

migrant voters. The machines can handle multiple constituencies from one remote 

booth. 

• The EC invited all recognised political parties — eight national and 57 State parties 

— to a demonstration of the prototype. The panel has already shared a concept note 

with them on the legal, operational, administrative and technological challenges. The 

commission urged the parties to submit their views by January 31. 
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India’s CAD widens in Q2 to nine-year high of 4.4% 

 

• India’s current account balance recorded a deficit of $36.4 billion — or a nine-year 

high of 4.4% of GDP — in the second quarter ended September, rising from $18.2 

billion (2.2% of GDP) in the previous quarter, according to Reserve Bank data. 

• The RBI said a spike in merchandise trade deficit to $83.5 billion in Q2, from $63 

billion in April-June, contributed to a wider CAD — which is the highest as a 

proportion of GDP since June 2013. 

 

Study shows T.N. is worst performing in RTI responsiveness 

• The State Information Commission of Tamil Nadu has been the worst performing in 

responsiveness under the Right to Information Act, furnishing only 14% of the 

information sought. 
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• Maharashtra was 

the second worst, 

sharing 23% of the 

information asked 

for, according to a 

report card on the 

performance of 

Information 

Commissions (ICs) 

in India for 2021-22 

by the Satark 

Nagrik Sangathan. 

• Only 10 ICs 

provided full 

information in 

response to the RTI 

applications filed as part of this assessment. These included Andhra Pradesh, Haryana 

and Jharkhand and the northeastern States of Sikkim, Nagaland and Tripura. 

• The organisation said that as part of the assessment, in order to access information 

about the functioning of ICs, it filed RTI applications with the 28 State Information 

Commissions (SICs) and the Central Information Commission (CIC). 

 

Karnataka carves out separate categories for Veerashaivas, 

Vokkaligas 

• With pressure mounting for higher reservation in education and employment from 

politically influential Panchamasali (Veerashaiva-Lingayat subsect) and Vokkaligas, 

the Karnataka government decided to create separate OBC reservation categories. 

• The Cabinet cleared the formation of 2C and 2D categories for Vokkaligas and 

Veerashaiva-Lingayats (all subsects) in the Other Backward Classes (OBC) list. 

• The government, however, deferred announcement on the quantum of reservation to 

the newly established categories till the final report of the Karnataka Permanent 

Backward Classes Commission is submitted, while stating that it would be increased 

“at least by 2% to 3%.” 



 

4 

 

30.12.2022 | Friday 

• The Cabinet, which met in Belagavi, decided to create 2C and 2D to accommodate the 

castes that figured in 3A (Vokkaliga) and 3B (Veerashaiva-Lingayat) till now. 

• The decision was based on the interim report on the demand of several communities 

for increase in reservation, submitted by the Karnataka State Backward Classes 

Commission. 

 

Kalasa-Banduri drinking water project gets Centre’s nod 

• The Centre accepted 

the detailed project 

reports (DPRs) for 

implementation of the 

decades-old Kalasa-

Banduri drinking 

water project in the 

inter-State Mahadayi 

river basin. This 

comes months ahead 

of the Karnataka 

Assembly election in 

2023. 

• While the Central 

Water Commission 

(CWC) has approved 

the DPRs, the implementation is now subject to other mandatory approvals, including 

forest clearances and the final judgment of the Supreme Court. 

 

India-Aus major trade pact comes into effect 

• Commerce minister Piyush Goyal formally operationalised the a major free trade pact 

– the India-Australia Economic and Cooperation Trade Agreement (Ind-Aus 

ECTA). 

• Exporters can file for a Preferential Certificate of Origin (CoO) under ECTA through 

a digital portal. Preferential CoO certifies that particular merchandise is either duty 

exempt or subject to reduced tariffs. 
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• Earlier in May 2022, India’s free trade agreement (FTA) with the United Arab 

Emirates (UAE) became operational. 

Trade pact with a developed country: 

• The agreement with Australia is India’s first such pact with any developed country in 

the last decade. The deal between world’s fifth and fourteenth largest economies 

provides a vast market for Indian goods and a source of raw materials for its domestic 

industry. 

• There is a lot of potential for exporting finished goods to Australia, and since they 

hardly manufacture anything — they are largely a raw material and intermediate 

producing country — we will get cheaper raw materials, which will not only make us 

more competitive globally but also enable us to serve Indian consumers better; 

enabling us to provide more quality goods at more affordable prices. 

• The Agreement will also eliminate double taxation on IT services which was making 

us less competitive and making us less profitable in the IT sector giving us a 

competitive edge and also creating a lot many jobs. 

• As per the agreement, India will get zero duty benefit on 98.3% of its exports to 

Australia from Day 1, and on 100% of tariff lines within five years. Tariffs on 85% of 

Australia’s exports to India will be eliminated immediately. The deal will benefit 

India’s IT industry, labour intensive sectors and students with post-study work visa. 

 

Uzbekistan fallout: Union government issues ‘Ethylene Glycol 

(Quality Control) Order, 2022’ 

• The Department of Chemicals and 

Petrochemicals with the Ministry of Chemicals 

and Fertilizers issued a gazette notification titled 

Ethylene Glycol (Quality Control) Order, 2022 on 

December 29. 

• This comes a day after Uzbekistan alleged 18 

child deaths in Samarkand from consumption of a 

medicinal syrup manufactured by an Indian 

drugmaker. 
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• Marion Biotech, 

the drug company 

in question, is 

based in Noida, 

Uttar Pradesh. The 

syrup it 

manufactured 

contained ethylene 

glycol. 

• In October, the 

World Health 

Organization had 

sounded the alarm 

on four 

substandard India-

made products 

typically used to 

treat cough symptoms in The Gambia. These syrups had caused the deaths of 66 

children. 

 

MAINS 

DAWP 

Q1. Theaterisation is not an end, it is only a means to an end. That 

end has to be specified first in the form of a national defense 

strategy. Critically discuss.  

MCQs 
Q1. The subject of Tourism is included in the following list of 

schedule seven of the Indian constitution 

a. State list 

b. Union list 

c. Concurrent list 

d. None of these  

 


