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Citizens must stand up for environment 

• In 2008, the Kadanad panchayat set up the Biodiversity management committee 

(BMC). This BMC prepared the people’s biodiversity register (PBR). The document 

noted that the quarrying of rocks in the biodiversity-rich Perumkunnu hills was 

detrimental to it and should be halted.  

• The Kerala high court examined this case in 2012 and upheld the Kadanad panchayat’s 

decision not to allow quarrying as it was based on solid evidence.  

Going against the evidence:  

• Vested interests then convinced the panchayat that its resolution would only bring the 

area under the stranglehold of a tyrannical forest department, and that people would 

suffer more in its hold than because of the quarry. Worried, the panchayat rescinded its 

resolution. 

• But this has extracted its price. There were several major landslides, accompanied by 

intense rainfall, in the Idukki and Kottayam districts of Kerala around October 2021. 

• As many as 5,924 quarries continue functioning in Kerala despite such calamities. In 

fact, the government approved 223 new quarries, after the 2018 Kerala floods. This is 

going on although it is well established that there is a close link between hard-rock 

quarrying and slope failures in the form of landslides. 

The biological diversity act: 

• These are significant attempts to operationalize the provisions of the biological 

diversity act that every local body would “constitute a biodiversity management 

committee within its area for the purpose of promoting conservation, sustainable use, 

and documentation of biological diversity, including the preservation of habitats, 

conservation of land races, folk varieties and cultivars, domesticated stocks and breeds 

of animals, and microorganisms and chronicling of knowledge relating to biological 

diversity”. 

• A PBR is meant to serve as a basis for promoting conservation and sustainable use of 

biological diversity, including preservation of habitats, and is not documentation for its 

own sake.  

• Regretfully, the government machinery has not permitted this to happen anywhere; 

hence these attempts from Kerala are major steps forward. 
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Impacts of Mining: 

• Mines and quarries are major agents of the destruction of biodiversity, precious water 

resources and the quality of people’s lives.  

• This is captured in the observations of the MB Shah Commission on illegal mining in 

Goa that found provisions of the mines and minerals act were flouted, leading to serious 

levels of loss to the ecology, environment, agriculture, ground water, natural streams, 

ponds, rivers, and biodiversity.  

• Mining and quarrying — especially the crushing of stones to make man-made sand — 

have seriously adverse implications for the climate crisis by adding to India’s already 

high aerosol load.  

• High aerosol load means that what would otherwise have constituted a gentle drizzle 

lasting six hours now comes down as intense rain for 30 minutes.  

• The result is more intense floods as well as increased chances of landslides, breaching 

of bunds, and the collapse of buildings. It is then clear that while mining and quarrying 

cannot be halted totally, it must be moderated, its excesses curbed and the interests of 

people at the grassroots protected. 

Throughout the world, it is people who have ensured that the rulers pay due attention to 

environmental concerns; that this is beginning to happen in our democracy through the 

efforts of simple people, working at the grassroots and taking advantage of the modern 

knowledge age, is a most welcome development. 

 

Centre mandates universal digital capturing of MGNREGS 

attendance 

• Digital capture of the attendance of workers employed under the Mahatma Gandhi 

National Rural Employment Guarantee Scheme (MGNREGS) has been made universal 

by the Centre from January 1. 

• The Union government, arguing for transparency and accountability in 2021, had 

started a pilot project to capture attendance via a mobile application, the National 

Mobile Monitoring System (NMMS). 

• From May 2022 capturing attendance via the app was made compulsory for all 

worksites with 20 or more workers. This required uploading two time-stamped and 

geotagged photographs of the workers. 
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• In the latest order, dated December 23, the Ministry has ordered that digitally capturing 

attendance is now mandatory for all worksites, regardless of the number of workers 

engaged, and will be applicable from January 1, 2023. 

Challenges in the National Mobile Monitoring System (NMMS): 

• The app-based attendance system carries forward the problem with electronic muster 

rolls, which replaced the paper muster rolls and was in use before the NMMS was 

introduced.  

• Here, the muster roll has to be generated based on demand and therefore, no worker can 

come and join at the worksite. And if out of the 10 workers on the electronic muster 

roll, only two turn up, usually the worksite is not opened, therefore, in a way, denying 

them work too. 

• The job fell on the mates/supervisors, who are paid only marginally more than the 

unskilled workers. There were widespread complaints over the lack of technical 

support, the necessity to own a smartphone, paying for an Internet connection, and 

issues with erratic Internet connectivity. 

• The second big problem is the two-time stamped photographs. Often, the workers may 

finish their work but are forced to return to the worksite for the second photograph. 

• The endless conditions placed on MGNREGS workers themselves, many activists feel, 

is enough to dissuade them from relying on the scheme, thus failing its basic purpose.  

 


