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Current Affairs of the Day 
Bharat Biotech’s nasal COVID vaccine available as booster 

• With the threat of COVID-

19 resurfacing and India 

ramping up health 

surveillance measures, 

also a vaccine, which 

could be administered as 

nasal drops, would 

henceforth be available for 

public use. 

• iNCOVACC, co-

developed by Hyderabad-

based Bharat Biotech and 

the U.S.-based 

Washington 

University, was 

approved for 

‘restricted 

emergency use’ 

for those aged 

18 or older. 

• The nasal 

vaccine 

developed by 

Bharat Biotech 

can be used as a 

precaution 

(booster) dose. 

So, whether 

you have been 

administered Covaxin or Covishield or any other vaccine, the nasal shot can work. 
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• The appointments for the nasal vaccine would be available via the CoWIN website. 

The nasal vaccine is approved both as a primary dose and a heterologous booster. 
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81 cr. people to get free foodgrains for one year 

• The Union Cabinet decided to provide free foodgrains to all 81 crore beneficiaries 

covered under the National Food Security Act (NFSA) for one year. 

• The beneficiary families which used to pay ₹1 for coarse cereals, ₹2 for wheat and ₹3 

for rice per kilogram will now get 35 kg of foodgrains a month free of cost for the next 

one year, and others will get five kilogram free each month till December 2023. The 

Centre has estimated an additional amount of ₹2 lakh crore for the scheme. 

 

 

CAG pulls up DRDO for delay in the completion of projects and 

failure to achieve key parameters 

• Assessing the Mission Mode (MM) projects of the Defense Research and 

Development Organization (DRDO), the Comptroller and Auditor General (CAG) has 

flagged time and cost overruns in the completion of projects, irregular closure of 

projects declaring them successful despite non-achievement of one or more key 
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objectives and parameters, and taking up of new projects for realising the unachieved 

objectives of earlier closed projects declared as successful. 

• In 119 out of the 178 projects, the original time schedules could not be adhered to. In 

49 cases, the additional time was in fact more than 100% of the original time frame. 

Overall, the delays ranged from 16% to 500% and extension of time for completion of 

projects was taken multiple times.  

• Mission Mode (MM) projects are taken up by DRDO as high-priority projects based 

on specific user requirements with a definite time frame for their completion. 

 

GSAT communication satellite costing Rs 508 crore unused for 

half its lifetime: CAG report 

• A lack of coordination between the Department of Space (DoS) and the Defence 

Research and Development Organisation (DRDO) led to the underutilisation of the 

GSAT-6 satellite, according to the Comptroller and Auditor General of India (CAG) 

report. 

• The communication GSAT-6 satellite was launched in 2015 at a cost of Rs 508 crore. 

It was designed to provide communication through the S-band and a national beam in 

the C-band for strategic users, according to the Indian Space Research Organisation 

(ISRO). 

• The S and C bands are part of the microwave spectrum, which includes frequencies 

ranging from 1 gigahertz to over 100 GHz.   

• GSAT-6 was expected to last for 12 years from 2015. But it was left unused for half 

its lifetime, the report pointed out. DOS was responsible for realising and launching 

the satellite, while DRDO was responsible for the ground segment. 

 

Restore by use: Regenerative agriculture can help save water 

• The Green Revolution of the 1960s pulled India from the brink of starvation, 

transformed the country’s ability to feed itself and turned it into a big food exporter. 

But the revolution also made India the world’s biggest extractor of groundwater. 

• According to the UN’s World Water Development Report, 2022, the country extracts 

251 cubic km or more than a quarter of the world’s groundwater withdrawal each year; 

90 per cent of this water is used for agriculture. 



 

5 

 

24.12.2022 | Saturday 

• The gains are also tailing off; a 2019 study by the Indian Institute of Technology, 

Delhi, shows that over 39 million hectares (ha) of area in the country under wheat, rice 

and maize has not shown improvement in the past decade. 

Regenerative agriculture 

• Regenerative agricultural practices include use of natural inputs, minimum-till, 

mulching, multi-cropping and sowing of diverse and native varieties.  

• In principle, natural inputs help improve soil structure and its organic carbon content, 

while planting water-guzzling and water-efficient crops together or in alternating 

cycles reduces the frequency and intensity of irrigation. They conserve energy used 

by irrigation aids such as pumps. 

• Farmers, activists and agricultural research organisations across the world are thus 

developing methods of chemical-less farming which uses natural inputs and 

cultivation practices such as crop rotation and diversification, which fall under the 

wider umbrella of regenerative agriculture. 

• This farming practice goes a step ahead of sustainable agriculture and aspires not only 

to maintain the resources like soil and water but also to improve them. 

• According to the UN Food and Agriculture Organization, healthy soil helps in better 

water storage, transmission, filtering and reduces agricultural run-off. 

• The key to improving water use and efficiency is enhancing the health and nutrient-

holding capacity of the soil. Studies have established that one per cent increase in soil 

organic matter (an indicator of soil health) per 0.4 ha increases water storage potential 

by more than 75,000 litres. 

• In India, the Union government is promoting regenerative agriculture with an aim to 

reduce application of chemical fertilisers and pesticides and to lower input costs. 

States like Uttarakhand, Himachal Pradesh, Andhra Pradesh, Sikkim and Gujarat too 

have introduced schemes to promote it. 

 

Bengal Barrier: Experts question plan to erect ‘green wall’ on 

state’s western border and stop pollutants 

• The West Bengal Pollution Control Board (WBPCB)’s decision to set up a bio-shield 

— a wall of mega plantations — along its western fringe for stopping air pollutants 

from entering the state has raised questions. 
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• The Board’s rationale is that pollution from other states is responsible for close to half 

of West Bengal’s pollution load. 

• The detailed project report is yet to be finalised. But it is expected that the project will 

cover around 800 kilometres (km) across the Purulia, Birbhum, Paschim Bardhaman 

and Jhargram districts. 

 

MAINS 

DAWP 

Q1. In Indian scenario, initiatives that seek to make private 

healthcare more affordable without affecting care quality assume 

importance. Critically discuss.  

MCQs 
Q1. Which of the following may be obtained from rice straw 

processing? 

1. Biogas 

2. Fertilisers 

3. Ethanol 

Select the correct answer from the codes given below 

a. 1 and 2 only 

b. 2 and 3 only 

c. 3 only 

d. 1, 2 and 3 

 


