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Current Affairs of the Day 
Three more sites added to tentative list of UNESCO 

 

Unakoti in northeastern Tripura is a holy place associated with Shaiva worship. 
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• Gujarat’s Vadnagar town, the iconic Sun Temple at Modhera, and the rock cut 

sculptures of Unakoti in Tripura have been added to the tentative list of UNCESO 

World Heritage Sites. 

• The UNESCO tentative list is an “inventory of those properties which each State Party 

intends to consider for nomination”. 

• The Sun Temple at Modhera which is dedicated to the sun god, is the earliest of such 

temples which set trends in architectural and decorative details, representing the 

Solanki style at its best. 

• Vadnagar is a municipality in Mehsana district of Gujarat. A multi-layered historic 

town, Vadnagar has a recorded past stretching back to nearly 8th century BC. The 

town still retains a large number of historic buildings that are primarily religious and 

residential in nature. 

• Unakoti is an ancient holy place associated with Shaiva worship. The site is a massive 

gallery set in a forested area displaying a number of towering low-relief images in a 

unique style, making it a masterpiece of human creative genius. 

 

The Sun Temple at Modhera representing the Solanki style 
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Jaisalmer villagers march 225 kilometres to get sacred groves 

listed as ‘oran land’ 

• Residents from around 40 villages of Jaisalmer, Rajasthan have walked 225 kilometres 

to protect community-conserved sacred spaces known as ‘orans’. Currently, the 

biodiversity hotspots are classified as wastelands. 

• The villagers walked to the district headquarters of Jaisalmer to submit a letter to the 

collector. They asked them to recategorise the area as ‘oran land’.  

• The current categorisation is causing a loss of biodiversity and is affecting the 

livelihood of the locals in the area, as huge chunks of land are being allotted for setting 

up solar plants.  

• The orans are among the last natural habitats of the great Indian bustard. The open 

stretch of land, which receives long hours of sunlight and brisk winds, has become a 

hub of green energy with windmills and solar photovoltaic dotting it.  

• The orans are listed as ‘wastelands’ in the revenue records. The Degrai Oran is around 

10,000 hectares (60,000 bighas), but only 4,000 hectares are recognised as oran, which 

are listed as common land. The rest is categorised as wasteland. The government is 

allotting these lands for solar projects to make them ‘useful’. 

 

Traditionally backward big states rank low in social progress 

index 

• A social index of states based on parameters such as well-being and basic needs 

revealed wide disparity in the country’s progress. Traditionally backward large states, 

such as Uttar Pradesh, Jharkhand and Assam fared poorly, while centrally 

administered territories such as Puducherry and Lakshadweep, and northeastern states 

topped most basic indicators. 

• The Economic Advisory Council to Prime Minister (EAC-PM) along with Institute 

for Competitiveness and Social Progress Imperative released the Social Progress Index 

(SPI) for States and Districts of India, as mandated by the EAC-PM.  

• According to the index, Puducherry, Lakshadweep and Goa are the best-performing 

states in terms of a mix of social indicators. The top three performing districts are 

Shimla and Solan in Himachal Pradesh and Aizawl in Mizoram. 
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• The index assesses states and districts based on 12 components across three 

dimensions of social progress: basic human needs, foundations of well-being and 

opportunity. 

 

MAINS 

DAWP 

Q1. Carving out political units that neatly correspond with 

various linguistic groups is impossible in India. Critically 

discuss.  

MCQs 
Q1. Which of the following are major sources of water 

contamination in India? 

1. Fluoride 

2. Iron 

3. Arsenic contamination 

4. Salinity 

5. Nitrate  

6. Biological contamination 

Select the correct answer from the codes given below 

a. 1 and 4 only 

b. 2, 3, 4, 5 and 6 only 

c. 1, 2, 3 and 6 only 

d. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 and 6 

 


