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Current Affairs of the Day 
COP-15 summit adopts historic biodiversity deal 

 

• In what some experts call the “Paris moment” for biodiversity, 196 countries 

(excluding, significantly, the US) signed a historic deal to protect 30% of the world 

for nature by 2030, reduce environmentally harmful subsidies by at least $500 billion 

a year, and restore at least 30% (by area) of degraded ecosystems, at the UN 

Biodiversity Summit (COP15) in Montreal. 

• It agreed that at least 30% of terrestrial, inland water, and of coastal and marine areas, 

especially areas of particular importance for biodiversity are effectively conserved by 

2030. This was one of the most contentious targets discussed by 196 countries and is 

also known as the 30x30 target. 

• The Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework aims to bring the loss of areas 

of high biodiversity importance, including ecosystems of high ecological integrity, 

close to zero by 2030, while respecting the rights of indigenous peoples and local 

communities. 
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• However, demands from the global South, including India, for a new fund were 

fulfilled only partially by the agreement, which said one would be created within the 

Global Environment Facility or GEF, the United Nations’ existing biodiversity 

financing fund, although it said a separate fund could be discussed at future summits.  

• Developed countries said they would provide $30 billion a year to the least developed 

countries towards protecting biodiversity by the end of the decade. 
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Ban imposed by coastal States on purse seine fishing not justified, 

Centre tells SC 

• The Centre has told the Supreme Court that a ban imposed by certain coastal States on 

purse seine fishing, which is known to disadvantage endangered species, is not 

justified. 

• The mode of fishing which uses a wide net to draw in not only the targeted fish but 

also at-risk varieties, including turtles, is prohibited by several States and Union 

Territories, in their respective territorial waters of up to 12 nautical miles. 

• The Fisheries Department of the Union government has recommended the lifting of 

the ban on purse seine fishing on a report submitted by an expert committee. It 

recommended purse seiners to fish in territorial waters and the Indian Exclusive 

Economic Zone (EEZ) subject to certain conditions. 
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India improves rank from 7th to 3rd in index on scholarly output 

• India’s scholarly output in scientific publications has climbed to third position in the 

world in 2020 from seventh in 2010, the US-based National Science Foundation said 

in its latest ranking report. 

• India’s scholarly output increased to 149,213 scientific papers in 2020 from 60,555 in 

2010, the foundation’s Science and Engineering Indicators 2022 report highlighted, 

placing the country in the third position in the global league table. 

• “India’s research performance in science and technology has improved 

significantly...in terms of research publications, development of technologies and 

innovations contributing to overall development,” science and technology minister 

Jitendra Singh said. 

• The number of patents granted by the India Patent Office in the past three years has 

increased from 2,511 in 2018-19 to 4,003 in 2019-20 and 5,629 in 2020-21, the 

minister said. 

 

Why does Goa celebrate Liberation Day on December 19? 

• The Portuguese colonial presence in Goa began in 1510, when Afonso de Albuquerque 

defeated the ruling Bijapur king with the help of a local ally, Timayya, and 

subsequently established a permanent settlement in Velha Goa (or Old Goa). 

• Over the following centuries, the Portuguese fought frequent battles with the Marathas 

and the Deccan sultanates. During the Napoleonic Wars, Goa was briefly occupied by 

the British between 1812 and 1815. In 1843, the capital was moved to Panjim from 

Velha Goa. 

• Goa was Portugal’s most prized possession in India and the biggest territory in Estado 

da India Portuguesa or the Portuguese empire in India. Portuguese colonial rule also 

saw the advent and growth of Christianity in Goa. Over time, the Portuguese lost most 

of the territories in the Estado but retained Goa until well after India itself had thrown 

off the yoke of the British Raj. 

What was the movement for Goa’s independence? 

• By the turn of the twentieth century, Goa had started to witness an upsurge of 

nationalist sentiment opposed to Portugal’s colonial rule, in sync with the anti-British 

nationalist movement in the rest of India.  
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• Leaders such Tristão de Bragança Cunha, celebrated as the father of Goan nationalism, 

founded the Goa National Congress at the Calcutta session of the Indian National 

Congress in 1928. 

• In 1946, the socialist leader Ram Manohar Lohia led a historic rally in Goa that gave 

a call for civil liberties and freedom, and eventual integration with India, which 

became a watershed moment in Goa’s freedom struggle. 

• The Indian government finally declared that Goa should join India “either with full 

peace or with full use of force”. December 18 and 19, 1961 saw a full-fledged military 

operation termed ‘Operation Vijay’, which was carried out with little resistance and 

an instrument of surrender was signed, leading to Goa’s annexation by India. 
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MAINS 

DAWP 

Q1. Discuss critically the Energy Conservation (Amendment) 

Bill 2022 that was recently passed by the parliament.  

MCQs 
Q1. Consider the following statements  

1. Food fortification is the process of adding nutrients to 

food 

2. For instance, rice and wheat are fortified with iron, folic 

acid and vitamin B12, 

3. Salt can be fortified with iron and iodine 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

a. 1 and 2 only 

b. 2 only 

c. 1 and 3 only 

d. 1, 2 and 3 

 


