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Current Affairs of the Day 
India pushes for new biodiversity fund 

• There is an urgent need to create a new and dedicated fund to help developing 

countries successfully implement a post-2020 global framework to halt and reverse 

biodiversity loss, India has said at the U.N. biodiversity conference in Canada’s 

Montreal. 

• The country said that conservation of biodiversity must also be based on common but 

differentiated responsibilities and respective capabilities (CBDR) as climate change 

also impacts nature.  

• As the 196 parties to the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) finalise 

negotiations for a post-2020 Global Biodiversity Framework (GBF) — a new set of 

goals and targets to halt and reverse biodiversity loss — there have been repeated calls 

for the inclusion of the CBDR principle in finance-related targets. 

• So far, the Global Environment Facility which caters to multiple conventions, 

including the UNFCCC and UN Convention to Combat Desertification, remains the 

only source of funding for biodiversity conservation. 

• At CBD COP15, developing countries have been demanding a new and dedicated 

biodiversity fund, saying the existing multilateral sources are not up to the task of 

meeting the requirements of the GBF.  

• India said developing countries bear the burden of implementing the targets for 

conservation of biodiversity and, therefore require funds and technology transfer for 

this purpose. 

• At CBD COP15, the parties are also trying to achieve a consensus on eliminating 

subsidies that are harmful to the environment, such as subsidies for fossil fuel 

production, agriculture, forestry and fisheries, by at least $500 billion annually and 

using this money for biodiversity conservation. 

CBDR: 

• Established as the seventh principle of the Rio Declaration adopted at the Earth 

Summit in 1992, CBDR is defined as states have common but differentiated 

responsibilities in view of the different contributions to global environmental 

degradation. 
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• However, applying the CBDR principle to biodiversity conservation has not been 

straightforward as compared to climate negotiations, and there have been repeated 

disagreements between the global north and south. 

 

COP15 Montreal: ‘Coalition for Nature’ formed by Small Island 

Developing States 

• A number of Small Island Developing States (SIDS) have agreed to form a ‘Coalition 

for Nature’ for the implementation and adoption of the Global Biodiversity 

Framework (GBF) at the 15th Conference of Parties (COP15) to the Convention on 

Biological Diversity.  

• The coalition is being led by Cabo Verde, Samoa and Seychelles. Belize, Cabo Verde, 

Comoros, Dominican Republic, Guinea Bissau, Kiribati, Samoa, Saint Lucia, Sao 

Tome and Principe, Seychelles, Solomon Islands, Tuvalu and Vanuatu are the current 

members of the coalition with Germany, France, Italy, Luxembourg, Monaco, 

Netherlands, Portugal, Spain and United Kingdom as Friends of the SIDS Coalition.  

• The goal of the coalition is to advocate for agreed common SIDS priorities and needs 

such as greater means of implementing biodiversity objectives in these places by 

putting up a unified front.  

• SIDS host 19 per cent of the world’s coral reefs and their geographic isolation 

safeguards an array of endemic plants and animals found nowhere else on earth. The 

island states are responsible for an ocean area 28 times the size of their land mass. 

• The purpose of the SIDS Coalition is to underline how SIDS are home to a large 

portion of the world’s biodiversity and show that they have been using nature-based 

solutions and leading the world by example. It will also highlight how enhancing the 

means of implementation of SIDS will be strategic to save the planet.  

• The UK committed doubling climate finance through a $500 million Blue Planet Fund 

to help SIDS develop blue economies.  
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COP15 Montreal: Abalone, dugong, pillar coral threatened with 

extinction 

• A list of threatened species released at the 15th Conference of Parties (COP15) to the 

United Nations Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) in Montreal, Canada has 

shown what overconsumption and unsustainable harvesting can do to plants and 

animals around us.  

• As many as 44 per cent of all abalone shellfish species are now threatened with 

extinction according to the assessment by the International Union for Conservation of 

Nature (IUCN). 

• Abalone species are among the world’s most expensive seafoods and are considered a 

culinary delicacy. Abalone is sold live in the shell, frozen, or canned and is revered 

for its sweet, salty, and buttery taste. 

• Unfortunately, unsustainable extraction and poaching along with climate change, 

disease and pollution have put twenty of the world’s 54 abalone species at risk of 

extinction, according to IUCN.  

Marine heatwaves: 

• Over the last few years, there have been instances of marine heatwaves that have 

resulted in mass mortalities of Roe’s abalones in Western Australia in 2011. As many 

as 99 per cent were killed. 

• Marine heatwaves have exacerbated abalone diseases worldwide, affecting the 

Critically Endangered black abalone in California and Mexico, and the Vulnerable 

green ormer, ranging from the English Channel to northwest Africa.  

• These heatwaves also reduce the population of the algae that abalones depend on for 

food. Pollution from agricultural and industrial run-off causes harmful algal blooms, 

which have eliminated the Endangered Omani abalone, a commercial species found 

in the Arabian Peninsula, across half of its range. Toxins such as antifouling boat-paint 

further deplete populations. 
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MAINS 

DAWP 

Q1. The Chief Justice of India D.Y. Chandrachud stated that 

increasing the number of judges will not demolish the perennial 

problem of pendency, and that it is difficult enough now to find good 

High Court judge material. Critically discuss. 

MCQs 
Q1. Which of the following states come in the 6th schedule of the 

Indian constitution? 

1. Nagaland 

2. Meghalaya 

3. Mizoram 

4. Tripura 

Select the correct answer using the codes given below.  

a. 1 and 4 only 

b. 2, 3 and 4 only 

c. 2 and 3 only 

d. 1, 2 and 3 

 


