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Current Affairs of the Day 
 Wayanad rice festival promotes climate-resilient crops 

• At a time when climate vagaries are posing a serious threat to farming in the country, 

a Kerala-based organisation named Thanal has embarked on a unique conservation 

experiment, planting 300 climate-resilient varieties of traditional rice on 1.5 acre of 

land at its agroecology centre in Panavally in the Wayanad district. 

• Thanal gave the public an opportunity to experience their initiative by launching Ikki 

Jathre, or the Festival of Rice in tribal parlance. Throngs of farmers, researchers, 

environmentalists and students have been arriving at Panavally to take part in the 

festival. 

• The initiative aims to sensitise people to the significance of conserving traditional 

crops that have the ability to withstand harsh climatic conditions. Thanal has been 

organising annual “rice field weeks” since 2012. 

• Many farmers had stopped cultivating traditional rice seeds after hybrid rice varieties 

became popular, under the misconception that the former has low productivity. But 

this is not true. The Thondy variety, a traditional and popular rice among the people 

in Wayanad a few decades ago, could compete with any hybrid rice in terms of 

productivity.  

• Moreover, the input cost of traditional rice cultivation is very low owing to its inherent 

resistance to pests and diseases. Also, its nutritional value is high, though studies are 

yet to be conducted. 

• Though many traditional rice varieties, especially black rice varieties, are already rich 

in minerals like zinc, iron and other nutrients, the government is now trying to supply 

fortified rice by artificially adding minerals and nutrients to hybrid rice varieties. 

 

Five agricultural products of Kerala get GI tag, taking the total 

count to 17 

• Attappady Attukombu Avara (beans), Attappady Thuvara (red gram), Onattukara Ellu 

(sesame), Kanthalloor-Vattavada Veluthulli (garlic), and Kodungalloor Pottuvellari 

(snap melon) are the latest Geographical Indications that have been registered. 
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• The unique features of the products, imparted by the agro-climatic conditions of the 

geographical area of their production, are the basis for getting Geographical Indication 

tag. 

• With the latest five GIs, 17 agricultural products of Kerala facilitated by Kerala 

Agricultural University have received the GI status. 
 

‘China is expanding model villages in strategic areas’ 

• China is expanding its chain of model villages or Xiaokang (moderately prosperous) 

villages close to the Line of Actual Control (LAC), opposite Uttarakhand, Sikkim and 

Arunachal Pradesh, including in the Chumbi Valley which faces the strategically 

crucial Siliguri corridor, according to defence sources. This is in addition to continuing 

its infrastructure development and additional deployments along the LAC. 

• At Pangda in the Chumbi Valley, where a Xiaokang village was set up earlier, a new 

village is coming up spread in two clusters.  

• Similarly, opposite Uttarakhand, the construction of two such villages in the Churup 

area, located 11 km from the LAC, is nearing completion.  

• There is a possible connection between the Yangtse faceoff and Xiaokang villages. 

This will give the dual-use nature of these 628 villages established all along the LAC. 

Then these villages are staging areas for build up. 
 

India likely to post highest percentage rise in coal use 

• India is projected to add the largest percentage increase in coal use in the coming year 

globally ahead of China and the European Union, a report by the International Energy 

Agency (IEA) said. 

• While coal-fired power generation in China and India is rising to keep pace with 

stronger demand, several European countries have been temporarily switching to coal 

due to record high prices for natural gas, low hydropower generation, and 

maintenance-related closures at nuclear plants, according to ‘Coal 2022’, the IEA’s 

annual report on coal trends. 

• Even though global coal demand is set to increase marginally by 1.2% from the 

previous year in 2022, it would be enough to push it to an all-time high — about 8 

billion tonne in a single year and a record since 2013 — amid the energy crisis. This 

doesn’t spell good news for the planet especially in the light of international climate 

change agreements. 
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Japan shakes up its defence policy, warns of China threat 

• Japan’s government approved a major 

defence policy overhaul, including a 

significant spending hike, as it warned 

China poses the “greatest strategic 

challenge ever” to its security. 

• In its largest defence shake-up in 

decades, Japan vowed to increase 

security spending to 2% of GDP by 

2027, reshape its military command, 

and acquire new missiles that can 

strike far-flung enemy launch sites. 

• Prime Minister Fumio Kishida told a 

news conference he was “determined 

to remain resolute in our mission to 

protect and defend the nation and its 

people, at this turning point in 

history”. 

• Polls suggest Japan’s public largely 

backs the shift, but the changes could 

still be controversial because Japan’s 

post-war Constitution does not 

officially recognise the military and 

limits it to nominally self-defensive 

capabilities. 
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Linking of Aadhaar and electoral ID is voluntary, says Rijiju 

• Terming the exercise to link Aadhaar with election photo identity card (EPIC) as 

‘voluntary,’ Law Minister Kiren Rijiju told the Lok Sabha that people who don’t link 

their Aadhaar with EPIC will not be struck off from the voters’ list. 

• The Election Laws (Amendment) Act, 2021, allows electoral registration officers to 

require the existing or prospective elector to provide the Aadhaar number for the 

purpose of establishing identity on a voluntary basis. 

• The Election Commission does not store the Aadhaar numbers in its database. The 

Aadhaar number is used only for authentication and EC does not retrieve any personal 

information from the UIDAI Aadhaar database. 

 

MAINS 

DAWP 

Q1. China is expanding its chain of model villages or Xiaokang 

(moderately prosperous) villages close to the Line of Actual Control 

(LAC), opposite Uttarakhand, Sikkim and Arunachal Pradesh. 

Critically discuss its implications for India.  

MCQs 
Q1. BrahMos is jointly developed by 

a. India and Russia 

b. Israel and India 

c. France and India 

d. India and Germany 

 


