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Current Affairs of the Day 
 China builds ropeway, roads near tri-junction 

• China has set up a ropeway near the Torsa 

Nala on its side of the India-Bhutan-

China tri-junction, and is strengthening 

roads and other infrastructure along the 

entire eastern sector, according to 

defence sources. 

• In the Yangtse area of Tawang sector in 

Arunachal Pradesh, which saw a scuffle 

last week, defence officials with 

knowledge of the area said China had 

stepped up patrols some years ago to 

assert its claims in the area, after finding 

that their grazers could not move in and 

out. “What irks the People’s Liberation 

Army (PLA) is that the Indian Army 

holds the dominating heights which give 

a complete view of the bowl,” noted two of the sources. 

Yangtse ingress points 

• The Chinese usually patrol two to three times a year, before and after winter, one of 

the sources said, adding that there are four major ingress points in the Yangtse area 

which the PLA uses to enter the region. Yangtse is located 30-35 km northeast of 

Tawang and is at an altitude of around 17,000 feet. 

• The PLA has installed a ropeway close to the Torsa Nala on their side near the 

confluence point, and some new anchor points of the ropeway have been recently 

observed, said one of the sources cited above. 

• Officials said that there is also lot of activity near the Torsa Nala near Doklam, a 

location that saw a 73-day stand-off between Indian and Chinese forces in 2017. 
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States can enact laws on uniform civil code, Law Minister tells 

Rajya Sabha 

• The States are empowered to enact personal laws that decide issues such as succession, 

marriage and divorce, in their endeavour to secure a uniform civil code (UCC), Law 

Minister informed the Rajya Sabha. 

• The Minister made these remarks in a written reply to a question, asking whether the 

Centre was aware of the States formulating their own laws with respect to the uniform 

civil code. 

• Personal laws such as intestacy and succession, wills, joint family and partition, 

marriage and divorce, relate to Entry 5 of List-III-Concurrent List of the Seventh 

Schedule to the Constitution, and hence, the States are also empowered to legislate 

upon them. 

• The Law Minister’s comments assume significance given the backdrop of several 

Bharatiya Janata Party-ruled States announcing their intention to implement the UCC. 

Taking the lead 

• While Uttarakhand was the first to set up a panel to explore the possibility of a 

common civil code, the Gujarat government also announced its intention of doing so 

just ahead of its Assembly election. 

• The party had made the implementation of the UCC a part of its Himachal Pradesh 

manifesto as well, although it lost the Assembly election. Earlier this month, Madhya 

Pradesh Chief Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan said a committee would be constituted 

to implement the UCC. 

 

Curbing air pollution in India needs efforts across South Asia: 

WB report 

• India has six large airsheds, some of them shared with Pakistan, between which air 

pollutants move. While existing measures by the government can reduce particulate 

matter, significant reduction is possible only if the territories spanning the airsheds 

implement coordinated policies, says a report by the World Bank. 

• Currently over 60% of South Asians are exposed to an average 35 g/m3 of PM2.5 

annually. In some parts of the Indo-Gangetic Plain (IGP) it spiked to as much as 100 
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g/m3 – nearly 20 times the upper limit of 5 g/m3 recommended by the World Health 

Organisation, says the World Bank report. 

• The six major airsheds in South Asia where air quality in one affected the other were: 

West/Central IGP that included Punjab (Pakistan), Punjab (India), Haryana, part of 

Rajasthan, Chandigarh, Delhi, Uttar Pradesh; Central/Eastern IGP: Bihar, West 

Bengal, Jharkhand, Bangladesh; Middle India: Odisha/Chhattisgarh; Middle India: 

Eastern Gujarat/Western Maharashtra; Northern/Central Indus River Plain: Pakistan, 

part of Afghanistan; and Southern Indus Plain and further west: South Pakistan, 

Western Afghanistan extending into Eastern Iran. 

Need for coordinated approach: 

• When the wind direction was predominantly northwest to the southeast, 30% of the 

air pollution in Indian Punjab came from the Punjab Province in Pakistan and, on 

average, 30% of the air pollution in the largest cities of Bangladesh (Dhaka, 

Chittagong, and Khulna) originated in India. In some years, substantial pollution 

flowed in the other direction across borders. 

• What this means is that even if Delhi National Capital Territory were to fully 

implement all air pollution control measures by 2030 while other parts of South Asia 

continued to follow current policies, it wouldn’t keep pollution exposure below 35 

g/m3.  

• However if other parts of South Asia also adopted all feasible measures it would bring 

pollution below that number. Accounting for the interdependence in air quality within 

airsheds in South Asia is necessary when weighing alternative pathways for pollution 

control. 

• The report analysed multiple scenarios to reduce air pollution with varying degrees of 

policy implementation and cooperation among countries. 

• The most cost-effective one, which calls for full coordination between airsheds, would 

cut the average exposure of PM 2.5 in South Asia to 30 g/m³ at a cost of $278 million 

(₹2,400 crore) per g/m of reduced exposure, and save more than 7,50,000 lives 

annually. 
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Raj To Introduce Law To Regulate Private Coaching Institutes 

In State 

• The Rajasthan 

government is likely 

to introduce a bill in 

the winter session of 

the state assembly to 

regulate private 

educational 

institutes and ease 

academic pressure 

on students, 

especially those 

enrolled in private 

coaching centres or 

online tutorials.  

• The move to table 

the Rajasthan Private 

Educational 

Regulatory 

Authority Bill 2022 

comes in the backdrop of three students of a private test-prep institute in Kota recently 

dying by suicide, allegedly due to academic pressure.  

 

Bribe-givers’ evidence not needed to convict public servants: SC 

• The evidence of bribe givers isn’t required to convict corrupt public servants, who can 

be convicted on the basis of evidence from other witnesses or even that of the 

circumstantial variety, the Supreme Court said, adding that corrupt public servants 

need to be brought to book to ensure the governance and administration of the country 

is kept free from corruption. 

• The remark by a five-judge Constitution bench was made in a judgment laying down 

that in cases of bribery, where direct evidence by the complainant or the bribe giver is 

not available to prove the demand of bribe, the public servant can still be convicted on 

the strength of circumstantial evidence statement of other witnesses. 
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• The court said: “We hope and trust that the complainants as well as the prosecution 

make sincere efforts to ensure that the corrupt public servants are brought to book and 

convicted so that the administration and governance becomes unpolluted and free from 

corruption.” 

• During the submissions, the Centre said: “Corruption is making the country hollow. It 

strikes at the root of national interest and these stringent provisions (under the 

Prevention of Corruption Act) should be given its full meaning.” 

 

MAINS 

DAWP 

Q1. Old Pension Scheme may work as electoral strategy but is 

imprudent fiscal policy. Critically discuss.  

MCQs 
Q1. Which of the following is/are correctly matched? 

 
National Waterways Associated River system 

1. National Waterway 1 Ganga 

2. National Waterway 2 Godavari and Krishna 

3. National Waterway 4 Brahmaputra 

Select the correct answer from the codes given below 

a. 1 and 2 only 

b. 1 only 

c. 2 and 3 only 

d. 1, 2, and 3 

 


