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Current Affairs of the Day 
World Bank raises India’s growth projection to 6.9% 

• The World Bank lifted its growth forecast for India’s economy this year to 6.9%, after 

having downgraded 

it to 6.5% in 

October, citing 

resilience in 

economic activity 

despite a 

deteriorating 

external 

environment. 

• The Bank said it 

revised the GDP 

forecast considering 

the strong upturn in 

the July-to-

September quarter 

of 2022-23, when it 

grew 6.3% despite inflationary pressures and tighter financing conditions, “driven by 

strong private consumption and investment”. 

• “The government’s focus on bolstering capital expenditure also supported domestic 

demand in the first half of 2022-23. High frequency indicators indicate continued 

robust growth of domestic demand at the start of Q3 (October to December quarter),”. 

• The Bank expects the Indian economy to grow at a slightly slower 6.6% in 2023-24 

as a challenging external environment and faltering global growth will affect its 

economic outlook through different channels. 

• The report said that a one percentage point decline in growth in the United States is 

associated with a 0.4 percentage point decline in India’s growth. 
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Yuan Wang 5, surveillance vessel of China, re-enters Indian 

Ocean 

• The Chinese research and 

survey vessel Yuan Wang 

5 has re-entered the Indian 

Ocean in what coincides 

with a planned Indian 

long-range missile test on 

December 15 or 16.  

• In a similar incident last 

month, another vessel, 

Yuan Wang 6, entered the 

Indian Ocean Region (IOR) coinciding with a planned Indian missile launch, but the 

launch was then deferred. 

• According to the maritime vessel-tracking portal marinetraffic.com, Yuan Wang 5 had 

entered the IOR through the Sunda strait, off Indonesia, late in the evening of 

December 4. The vessel was in the IOR last month. 

• In August, the docking of Yuan Wang 5 at Hambantota in Sri Lanka had created a 

major diplomatic situation between India and Sri Lanka. 

 

Renewable energy likely to surpass coal by ’25 

• Renewables are likely to be the largest source of global electricity generation by early 

2025, surpassing coal, the International Energy Agency said, adding that the sharp 

acceleration in renewable energy installations, with the total capacity worldwide set 

to almost double in the next five years, could possibly keep the goal of limiting global 

warming to 1.5 degree C alive. 

• This jump in uptake of renewable energy globally will be mainly driven by the global 

energy crisis caused by Russia’s invasion of Ukraine, IEA’s ‘Renewables 2022’ report 

has projected. 

• China, the United States and India are expected to double their renewable capacity 

expansion in the next five years, accounting for two-thirds of global growth in 

renewable energy. 
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• In India, new renewable energy installations are set to double by 2027, led by solar 

energy and driven by competitive auctions implemented to achieve Centre’s target of 

500 GW of non-fossil energy capacity by 2030.  

• India’s Production Linked Incentives (PLI) initiative bridges nearly 80% of Indian 

manufacturers’ investment cost gap with the lowest-cost manufacturers in China.  

• In the United States, the Inflation Reduction Act is providing the right conditions for 

uptake of wind and solar PV projects because it has extended tax credits for 

renewables until 2032. 

 

Kangaroo court puts price on union of love 

• When Pradeep, a diploma holder, married his then-girlfriend, a B.Sc. Botany graduate, 

it was a union of love, duly registered. In time, their families accepted the couple, both 

from the same Dalit community.  

• However, opposition came from an unexpected quarter. The manayakarar (community 

head) of their Scheduled Caste village of more than 200 households in the Thogarapalli 

panchayat in Mathur held a community ‘court’ to ‘judge’ their case and slapped a fine 

of ₹25,000 on the families of the couple. 

• Mr. Pradeep’s case would be the beginning of the village’s practice of levying ‘fines’ 

against those falling in love by the feudal ‘kangaroo courts’. 

• The ‘kangaroo court’ runs on patriarchal diktat. Its administrators claim to speak for 

the community with the stated aim of exercising social control.  

 

New labour codes give a free hand to employers: unions 

• International workers’ groups criticised the Centre’s labour policies, including the four 

new labour codes, at the 17th Asia and the Pacific Regional Meeting (APRM) of the 

International Labour Organization (ILO). 

• India’s new labour codes violate the tripartite agreements — among workers, 

employers and the government — and give a free hand to employers, alleged Felix 

Anthony, workers’ representative in the APRM. 

• The power of inspection has been left with employers through the new codes, and it 

will threaten the tripartite system in the country. 
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• A contract with governments and employers, particularly at the national level. A 

contract which is based on the availability of decent jobs for all; respect of rights for 

all; fair wages including minimum wage; adequate and easily available social 

protection; respect for equality; inclusiveness and no forms of any discrimination. 

• He said that 90% of the workforce belonged to the unorganised sector and there were 

persistent challenges of low-paid jobs and poor working conditions. 

 

Indonesia approves ban on sex outside marriage 

• Indonesia’s parliament approved a law that would outlaw sex outside marriage in a 

move critics said was a huge setback to rights in the world’s most populous Muslim 

country. 

• Rights groups protested against the amendments, denouncing them as a crackdown on 

civil liberties and political freedoms as well as a shift towards fundamentalism in 

Muslim-majority Indonesia. 

• The article criminalising sex outside marriage has been criticised by Indonesian 

business organisations as detrimental to tourism, though authorities insist foreigners 

travelling to Bali would not be affected. 

• Some of the most controversial articles criminalise extra-marital sex, as well as the 

cohabitation of unmarried couples. 

• According to the text seen by AFP, sex outside marriage will be punished with one 

year in prison while unmarried people living together could face six months in jail. 

• The new rules could also be used to criminalise the LGBTQ community in Indonesia, 

as the country does not acknowledge same-sex marriage. 

 

‘Her choice’: HC allows abortion at 33 weeks 

• The “ultimate decision” in cases of abortion should “recognise the choice of the 

mother” and the chances of a “dignified life” to the child, the Delhi high court said as 

it allowed a woman to terminate her pregnancy of over 33 weeks due to cerebral 

abnormalities in the foetus. 

• Delivering her verdict, justice Prathibha M Singh said that factors like the physical 

and mental health of the woman, the risk to the child if born with serious abnormalities, 
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coupled with the risk of surgery at a 

young age, should be considered 

apart from the opinion of a medical 

board. 

• The judge noted that the medical 

board did not give a “categorical 

assessment” on the degree of 

handicap or the quality of the life of 

the foetus after birth and thus 

opined that “such unpredictability 

ought to weigh in favour of the 

woman seeking termination of 

pregnancy”. 

• According to the Medical 

Termination of Pregnancy (MTP) Act, abortion is allowed only till 24 weeks but 

termination of pregnancy beyond 24 weeks can be permitted only if it is necessitated 

by the diagnosis of “substantial foetal abnormalities”. 
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MAINS 

DAWP 

Q1. The two main functions of Parliament — scrutiny and debate 

— are increasingly being held hostage by political jousting. 

Critically discuss.  

MCQs 
Q1. Consider the following statements about the Small Island 

Developing States (SIDS) 

1. Small Island Developing States (SIDS) are spread across 

the three geographical regions 

2. SIDS were recognized as a special case both for their 

environment and development at the Earth Summit 1992  

Which of the statements given above is/are incorrect? 

a. 1 only 

b. 2 only 

c. Both 1 and 2 

d. Neither 1 nor 2 

 


