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Current Affairs of the Day 
Indonesia’s Mount Semeru volcano erupts triggering top alert 

status 

• Indonesia’s 

Mount 

Semeru 

erupted 

spewing hot 

ash clouds a 

mile into the 

sky and 

sending rivers 

of lava down 

its side, 

sparking the 

evacuation of nearly 2,000 people exactly one year after its last major eruption killed 

dozens.  

• The eruption prompted authorities to raise the alert status to the highest level. 

 

PM to open first phase of Samruddhi corridor 

• Prime Minister Narendra Modi will inaugurate the first phase of the 701-km ‘Hindu 

Hrudayasamrat Balasaheb Thackeray Maharashtra Samruddhi Mahamarg’ on 

December 11. The Expressway will reduce the time taken to 839-km distance between 

Nagpur and Mumbai, to seven hours. This currently takes at least 17 hours. 

• The Expressway, also called Samruddhi corridor, built at a project outlay of ₹55,335 

crore, runs past 392 villages across 10 districts. This six-lane access-controlled road, 

designed for a top speed of 150 kmph, is the second expressway in the State after the 

Mumbai-Pune Expressway.  
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• The Samruddhi 

corridor is expected to 

directly impact about 

36% of the State’s 

population, and will be 

the country’s most 

extensive ‘greenfield’ 

route alignment with 

23.65 lakh saplings and 

over 11 lakh trees on 

both sides. 

• It passes through three 

wildlife sanctuaries — 

29.6 km through the 

Katepurna wildlife 

sanctuary in Akola; 

29.15 km via the 

Karanja-Sohol Black 

Buck sanctuary in 

Washim; and 44.975 

km through the Tansa 

wildlife sanctuary in 

Thane. 

 

55 natural food sources of the tribal population of Dandakaranya 

region on its way to oblivion: study 

• A tiny town of Konta in Chhattisgarh’s Sukma district is 10 km from Chintoor, a tribal 

heartland of Andhra Pradesh. In winter, a maximum of 21 traditional food varieties 

collected from the forests of Dandakaranya region and the surrounding forests are 

traded at Konta. 

• All of them are collected and brought to Konta by the tribal people inhabiting the 50-

km radius on the boundaries of Odisha, Andhra Pradesh and Chhattisgarh.  

• Those inhabiting the interior parts of Dandakaranya forest blocks are still collecting, 

consuming, preserving and selling 55 traditional food sources. 
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• The Muria tribe living in Chhattisgarh and Andhra Pradesh depends on seven species 

of mushroom. The mushroom species that grow naturally in the bamboo plantations 

are dried and preserved by the Murias as they believe it contains high nutritional value. 

• Many tribal people who have adopted non-tribal food charts have arguably forgotten 

their traditional food preferences and preparational methods. 

Food diversity 

• The food diversity and preferences are unique for each tribe. The traditional food 

varieties and their preparations are different from the tribal people of Kodhs and Porja 

to Muria and Koyas.  

• The internal displacement and migration have been recorded within this region, but all 

the tribes have their own food diversity that is now on its way to oblivion. 

 

Centre likely to set aside ₹3,5000 crore for toys PLI scheme 

• The Union government is planning a ₹35,000 crore production-linked incentive (PLI) 

scheme for toys that comply with Bureau of Indian Standards (BIS) norms. 

• The idea is to cut imports of unsafe toys from China and build domestic manufacturing 

capabilities. 

• This comes after a government survey in 2019 found that only 33% of a massive influx 

of toys from China were safe. Following this, several steps were taken, including 

issuing a quality control order and imposing higher customs duty on toys to prevent 

unsafe toys from entering the country. 

• PLI for toys is at an advanced stage of discussion, and all kinds of BIS-compliant toys 

will be considered. A similar scheme is considered for the bicycles, leather and 

footwear industry. A number of industries are seeking PLI schemes, but the 

government’s selection process is focused on sectors where domestic manufacturing 

capacity is currently low, imports high, and where there is potential to enhance 

exports. 

• Since 2020, the Centre has rolled out PLI schemes totalling about ₹2 trillion for as 

many as 14 sectors, including white goods, pharma, textiles, food products, solar PV 

modules, advanced chemistry cells and speciality steel. The objective of the scheme 

is to make domestic manufacturing globally competitive and create global champions 

in manufacturing. 
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MAINS 

DAWP 

Q1. Discuss challenges in conservation of Elephant and Rhino. 

Are rhino and elephant conservation efforts a success? 
 

MCQs 
Q1. Consider the following statements about the Mauryan 

pillars   

1. The Mauryan pillars were constructed in pieces by a 

mason 

2. The Mauryan pillar capital found at Sarnath is our 

National Emblem. 

Which of the above is/are correct? 

a. 1 only 

b. 2 only 

c. 1 and 2 both  

d. Neither 1 nor 2 

 


