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Current Affairs of the Day 
Millets in the mainstream: how Odisha’s Kutia Kondh tribe 

rediscovered a palate for the ‘poor man’s food’ 

• At a time when the 

revival of nutritious 

millets in Odisha is 

drawing wide 

attention, with the 

Centre and the State 

government ready to 

adopt its promotion 

model, the Kutia 

Kondhs in this little-

known pocket of 

Kandhamal district 

deserves accolades for 

their contribution to 

the crop’s survival and 

subsequent 

mainstreaming. 

• In the past, millet used 

to be the staple food of 

tribes in Odisha. When 

paddy and other foods 

reached their doorstep through the public distribution system and the expanding 

consumer market, they started treating millets as a subsistence crop which they grew 

to use themselves, rather than to sell. Some millet started to disappear from the tribal 

food basket. 

• The reasons for millets losing their significance were many. Tribal people, especially 

the youth, felt that they were looked down upon for consuming millet, which is 

perceived as the poor man’s food. Moreover, it was not easy to harvest the crop. 
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• Volunteers identified the Burlang Yatra, a traditional annual festival of the Kutia 

Kondh tribe, as the occasion around which they could strategise the revival of millets. 

During the festival, women of the community worship and exchange seeds through a 

celebratory mode of songs and dances. 

• Villagers participated in the festival with finger millet, red little millet, black millet, 

sorghum (great millet), pearl millet and foxtail millet grown in their fields. Through 

this little-known movement, the tribal people also managed to revive companion crops 

such as pulses, oilseeds and tubers. 

 

Unemployment rate dips marginally to 7.2% in July-September: 

survey 

• The 

unemployment 

rate in urban areas 

for persons above 

the age of 15 eased 

to 7.2% in July-

September from 

9.8% a year ago 

and 7.6% in the 

previous quarter, 

according to the 

Periodic Labour 

Force Survey 

(PLFS) released by the National Statistical Office (NSO). 

• The unemployment rate was 6.6% for men and 9.4% for women. The rate was 9.3% 

and 11.6%, respectively, in July-September 2021. The unemployment ratio is defined 

as the percentage of persons unemployed among the persons in the labour force. 

• The worker-population ratio (WPR) also witnessed a marginal increase compared with 

last year’s. The WPR is defined as the percentage of employed persons in the 

population. 

• The WPR in urban areas for persons aged 15 and above stood at 44.5% in July-

September 2022, an increase from 42.3% in the corresponding period in 2021.  
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• The labour force participation rate (LFPR), defined as the percentage of persons in the 

labour force who are working or seeking or available for work in the population, in 

urban areas for persons aged 15 and above, increased to 47.9% in July-September 

2022, from 46.9% in the corresponding period in 2021.  

• Over the past two decades, the LFPR of women has been steadily declining, despite 

an increase in their educational attainment. 
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MAINS 

DAWP 

Q1. The race for the Arctic is set to accelerate which makes the 

Arctic the next geopolitical hotspot with all interests converging on 

it – environmental, economic, political and military. Critically 

discuss.  

MCQs 
Q1. Recently seen in the news Spitsbergen, Franz Josef Land and 

Novaya Zemlya archipelagos and Wrangel Island belong to 

a. USA 

b. Russia 

c. Brazil 

d. Canada 

 


