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Current Affairs of the Day 
SC calls out Centre over short tenures of CECs 

• The Supreme Court 

said the government 

pays mere “lip-

service” to the 

independence of the 

Election 

Commissioners and 

this is evident from 

the way the tenures 

of Chief Election 

Commissioners 

(CECs) have “slid” 

down from over 

eight years in the 

1950s to just about a 

few hundred days 

after 2004. 

• From 2015 to 2022, 

for seven years, we 

have had eight 

CECs! 

• Justice Joseph said successive governments, particularly after 2004, have “picked” 

people whom it knew would “never ever” get close to the full term of six years 

prescribed under the Election Commission (Conditions of Service of Election 

Commissioners and Transaction of Business) Act of 1991.  

• Section 4 of the 1991 Act says the term of a CEC and Election Commissioner is six 

years or till the age of 65, whichever is earlier. 

• He said protections under Article 324, like removal through impeachment, available 

under the Constitution to the CECs would only be of any use if he or she had a full 

term. 
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Tamil Nadu gets its first biodiversity heritage site 

• The Tamil Nadu government issued a notification declaring Arittapatti and 

Meenakshipuram villages in the Madurai district the first biodiversity heritage site 

in the State. 

• The site will be known as the Arittapatti Biodiversity Heritage Site, said a notification. 

Arittapatti, known for its ecological and historical significance, houses around 250 

species of birds, including three important raptors — the Laggar Falcon, the Shaheen 

Falcon and Bonelli’s Eagle.  

• It is also home to wildlife such as the Indian pangolin, slender loris and pythons. The 

area is surrounded by a chain of seven hillocks or inselbergs, that serves as a 

watershed, charging 72 lakes, 200 natural springs and three check-dams. 

• The Anaikondan tank, built during the reign of the Pandiyan kings in the 16th 

century, is one of them. Several megalithic structures, rock-cut temples, Tamil Brahmi 

inscriptions and Jain beds add to the historical significance of the region. 

Biodiversity Heritage Sites (BHS): 

Biodiversity Heritage Sites are rich Biodiversity Areas and are important components of 

local ecosystems which are being conserved and managed by the society. As per provision 

under Section 37(1) of ‘the Biological Diversity Act, 2002’, The State Government may, 

from time to time in consultation with the local bodies, notify the Official Gazette, of 

areas of biodiversity importance as biodiversity heritage sites under this Act. 

 

Skill training of MGNREGS workers lags; Centre blames it on 

the States 

• Facing less than a lukewarm response to project Unnati, which aims to reduce 

dependence on the Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Scheme 

(MGNREGS) by imparting skill training to its beneficiaries, the Union Rural 

Development Ministry wants to link performances of the States under the project with 

its labour budget for the next financial year. 

• Since its inception in 2020, just a little over 25,000 persons have been trained under 

the project, falling far short of its target of two lakh. The project was slated to end in 

March 2022 but has been extended by two years. 
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• The onset of the COVID-19 pandemic that coincided with the launch of the project is 

also blamed for its tardy implementation.  

Unnati for MGNREGS workers: 

• Unnati was launched with the intention of upgrading the skill base of MGNREGS 

workers to help them transition from partial employment to full employment. The aim 

of the project is to train one adult member (18-45 age group) of a household that has 

completed 100 days of work under the MGNREGS. 

• The selected candidate is eligible for wages on a par with that given under the 

MGNREGS during the training. 

• Under the project, the selected candidates are skilled using three established training 

programmes — the Deen Dayal Upadhyay Grameen Kaushal Yojana (DDU-GKY), 

the Rural Self Training Institute (RSETI) and the Krishi Vigyan Kendra. The Grameen 

Kaushal Yojana is a placement-linked programme, in which 70% of the trained 

candidates have to be compulsorily employed with a minimum salary of ₹6,000 a 

month. 

 

MAINS 

DAWP 

Q1. Critically discuss India’s desire for a unique foreign policy 

identity and a voice in the comity of nations.  
 

MCQs 
Q1. Consider the following statements  

1. The power of a Governor to pardon a prisoner under 

Article 161 is actually exercised by the State government 

2. Pardon removes both the sentence and the conviction  

Which of the statements given above is/are incorrect? 

a. 1 only 

b. 2 only 

c. Both 1 and 2 

d. Neither 1 nor 2 

 


