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Current Affairs of the Day 
Pashmina shawls have Shahtoosh guard hair, say Customs 

officials; all fluff, counter traders and artisans 

• Traders of universally 

prized Pashmina shawls 

are complaining that 

“obsolete testing 

methods” have resulted 

in many of their export 

consignments being 

flagged by Customs 

authorities for the 

presence of  

• Shahtoosh guard hair, 

which is obtained from 

endangered Tibetan 

antelopes. The traders 

claim the use of obsolete 

techniques such as 

“light microscopy” by 

the authorities has 

resulted in several cases 

of “false positives”, 

leading to their 

wrongful prosecution. 

• Pashmina is obtained 

from a breed of 

mountain goats (Capra 

hircus) found on the Changthang Plateau in Tibet and parts of Ladakh.  

• Manufacture of Pashmina is a largely unorganised cottage and handicraft industry, 

providing employment and livelihood to approximately six lakh people, most notably 

to local skilled villagers and artisans in Kashmir. 
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• Shahtoosh, on the other 

hand, is the fine undercoat 

fibre obtained from the 

Tibetan antelope, known 

locally as chiru, a species 

living mainly in the northern 

parts of the Changthang 

Plateau in Tibet. As they 

offer high levels of 

smoothness and warmth, 

Shahtoosh shawls is a highly 

expensive commodity. 

• However, when their 

population declined 

dramatically from 

commercial poaching, 

CITES (Convention on 

International Trade in 

Endangered Species of Wild 

Fauna & Flora) listed the Tibetan antelope in 1979, leading to a ban on the sale and 

trade of Shahtoosh shawls and scarves. 

Difficult to differentiate 

• As the two materials have similar physical properties and tangibility, differentiation is 

hard without advanced scientific forensic methods. 

• The traders were subjected to both Customs prosecutions — on suspicion of the 

presence of Shahtoosh guard hair — as well as criminal prosecutions by the Wildlife 

Crime Control Bureau (WCCB), CBI, and ED, possibly leading to the incarceration 

of up to seven years, even when it is not clearly proved if the material used is in fact a 

contraband. 

• India contributes only about 1% of the world’s Pashmina, but the Pashmina produced 

in India is considered the best of the lot. 
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Centre devises new guidelines for TV channels; broadcast of 

socially relevant topics compulsory 

• The Union Cabinet has approved new guidelines for uplinking and downlinking of TV 

channels, under which all stations holding permission — except for foreign channels 

and where it may not be feasible — will have to broadcast content on issues of national 

importance and social relevance for at least 30 minutes every day. 

• The provision has been introduced as “airwaves/frequencies are public property and 

need to be used in the best interest of society”. The eight listed themes include 

education and the spread of literacy; agriculture and rural development; health and 

family welfare; science and technology; the welfare of women; the welfare of the 

weaker sections of society; protection of the environment and of cultural heritage; and 

national integration. 

• The consolidated guidelines exempt channels including those related to sports, where 

it would not be feasible to broadcast such content. As and when required, the Centre 

would issue general advisories to the channels in this regard. 

 

Level of groundwater extraction lowest in 18 years, finds study 

• Groundwater extraction in India saw an 18-year decline, according to an assessment 

by the Central Ground Water Board (CGWB) made public. 

• The total annual groundwater recharge for the entire country is 437.6 billion cubic 

metres (BCM) and annual groundwater extraction for the entire country is 239.16 bcm, 

according to the 2022 assessment report.  

• Further, out of the total 7,089 assessment units in the country, 1,006 units have been 

categorised as “over-exploited” in the report. 

• A detailed analysis of the information collected from the assessment indicates an 

increase in groundwater recharge which may mainly be attributed to increasing 

recharge from canal seepage, return flow of irrigation water and recharges from water 

bodies/tanks & water conservation structures.  

• Further, analysis indicates improvement in groundwater conditions in 909 assessment 

units in the country when compared with 2017 assessment data.  

• In addition, an overall decrease in the number of over-exploited units and a decrease 

in the stage of groundwater extraction level has also been observed. 
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D.Y. Chandrachud takes charge as the 50th Chief Justice of India 

• Justice Dhananjaya Yashwant Chandrachud was sworn in as the 50th Chief Justice of 

India (CJI) by President Droupadi Murmu. 

• The new CJI has been part of several Constitution Benches and landmark verdicts of 

the top court, and describes dissent as the ‘safety valve of democracy’. He will have a 

term of two years and will head the judiciary until November 10, 2024. 

• Justice Chandrachud as CJI will have a term of two years and will head India’s 

judiciary until November 10, 2024, a day before he completes 65 years.  

• His father, Y.V. Chandrachud, holds the distinction of being the longest-serving Chief 

Justice, who headed the judiciary from February 22, 1978, to July 11, 1985. 

 

US unveils new carbon offset scheme for climate finance 

• US climate envoy John Kerry 

announced the launch of a new 

carbon offset plan that will allow 

companies to fund clean energy 

projects in developing countries and 

gain carbon credits that they can then 

use to meet their own climate goals, 

at least partly. 

• Kerry said the plan, called the Energy 

Transition Accelerator (ETA) will be 

developed by the US along with the 

Bezos Earth Fund and the 

Rockefeller Foundation and receive 

inputs from public and private 

sectors. 

• What developing countries need is 

predictable finance - not offset 

markets. The proposed initiative 

cannot make up for the US’s failure 

to provide its fair share of climate 

finance - an estimated $40 billion of the unmet goal of $100 billion a year.  
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• It also should not substitute for deep decarbonization needed within the US and other 

industrialised countries. For developing countries like India, the first priority would 

be to meet their own targets and not provide offsets for reductions in developed 

nations. 

 

MAINS 

DAWP 

Q1. Recently, the Supreme court has held that caste, while 

acknowledged as being a prominent cause of injustice in the 

country historically, could not be the sole determinant of 

backwardness. Justify.  

MCQs 
Q1. The Changthangi is a breed of goat native to  

a. Nilgiris 

b. China 

c. Iran 

d. Ladakh 

 


