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Current Affairs of the Day 
Modi unveils G20 logo, theme with a ‘one world’ push 

• India’s leadership of G20 

represents an opportunity to share 

the country’s achievements in 

areas ranging from democracy to 

digitalisation with the world, 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi 

said as he launched the logo and 

theme for the G20 presidency, 

stressing that the responsibility 

comes at a “time of crisis and 

chaos in the world”. 

• The G20 logo, launched by Modi 

at a virtual event, juxtaposes the 

planet earth atop a lotus, the 

national flower symbolising 

spirituality, wealth and 

knowledge.  

• The colours of the logo — 

saffron, green, white and blue 

— are derived from the national 

flag, and the design draws on 

elements from entries received 

during a competition organised 

on the MyGov portal, which 

received more than 2,000 

submissions. 

• The seven petals of the lotus in 

the logo signify the seven seas 

and the coming together of the 

seven continents for the G20 

Summit to be hosted by India in New Delhi during September 9-10, 2023. 
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• The logo also reflects 

India’s “pro-planet 

approach”, and the theme 

— “Vasudhaiva 

Kutumbakam” or “One 

Earth, One Family, One 

Future” — is drawn from 

the ancient Sanskrit text of 

the Maha Upanishad and 

affirms the value of all 

life, human, animal, plant 

and microorganisms, and 

their interconnectedness. 

• The theme further spotlights the LiFE (Lifestyle for Environment) concept that is 

based on environmentally sustainable and responsible choices. 

 

Nicobar project gets assent for diversion of 130 sq. km of forest 

• The Union Ministry of 

Environment, Forest 

and Climate Change has 

granted an in-principle 

(Stage 1) clearance for 

the diversion of 130.75 

sq. km of forest on 

Great Nicobar Island 

for the mega ₹72,000-

crore project that 

includes a transhipment 

port, an airport, a power 

plant and a greenfield 

township.  

• The project implementation agency is the Andaman and Nicobar Islands Integrated 

Development Corporation (ANIIDCO). 
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• The area is 

nearly 15% of 

the thickly 

forested Great 

Nicobar Island 

that is spread 

over 900 sq. 

km. This will 

be one of the 

largest single 

such forest 

diversions in recent times. 

• Ships plying in the Indian Ocean, one of the busiest shipping routes, have long been 

dependent on hub ports in Colombo, Singapore, and Dubai for the transhipment of 

cargo containers. 

The Vizhinjam Port is an ambitious step forward on the path to prosperity. Located in 

Vizhinjam, Kerala, APSEZ is developing this deep-sea water port as India’s first Mega 

Transshipment Container Terminal. 

 

Rare sighting of snow leopard in Kashmir 

• A snow leopard has been sighted on camera in 

Kashmir, almost a year after the Jammu & Kashmir 

administration started a census of the threatened 

species found in the high reaches of the Himalayas. 

• The sighting has brought hope among wildlife 

conservationists who said there was limited evidence 

of snow leopards across the Union Territory. 

• An adult leopard - Panthera Uncia - has been identified 

from pictures captured using infrared camera traps in 

the upper Baltal-Zojila axis at a height of 3500-3800 

metres above sea level.  

• This is the first robust evidence of a snow leopard in 

Kashmir on a camera trap.  
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UN chief: Zero tolerance for ‘greenwashing’ 

• United Nations secretary-

general Antonio Guterres 

said there will be zero 

tolerance for “net-zero 

greenwashing” by 

companies, financial 

institutions, cities, regions 

and other non-state actors at 

the UN climate talks 

(COP27) in Egypt. 

• The report by the High-

Level Expert Group on Net 

Zero Emissions 

Commitments of Non-State Entities at the UN climate talks (COP27) presented a 

roadmap to prevent net zero goals from being undermined by false claims, ambiguity 

and 

“greenwashing”. 

• A number of 

regulatory changes 

are already 

creating firm rules 

around net zero in 

large markets. For 

example, 

disclosure 

requirements exist 

or are phasing in 

across the EU, the 

UK, Japan, China, South Africa, Kenya and India, and are proposed in the US.  

• For instance, if a fossil fuel company announces a net zero emissions goal, then the 

company would have to move from its core area of business to renewables, the report 

explained. 
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Green Washing challenges: 

• “It was clear 

that we had a 

big gap in 

the climate 

space. A 

growing 

number of 

governments 

and non-

state actors 

are pledging 

to be carbon-

free – and 

that’s good 

news,” said Guterres during the release of the report. 

• The problem is that the criteria and benchmarks for these net-zero commitments have 

varying levels of rigour and loopholes wide enough to drive a diesel truck through. 

We must have zero tolerance for net-zero greenwashing.  

 

CSIR-NGRI to install early warning system against floods, 

rockslides, and avalanches in Himalayan States 

• The National Geophysical Research Institute (NGRI) of the Council of Scientific and 

Industrial Research has begun field studies to put in place an early-warning system in 

the Himalayan States against major and sudden floods, rockslides, landslips, glacier 

lake bursts and avalanches and to prevent Chamoli kind of disasters in future. 

• The scientists in the institute have identified a few locations in the higher reaches of 

Uttarakhand for “densification” of seismometers and river gauges to take the total 

number to 100 from 60. The objective is to closely monitor the river flows in specific 

areas along the catchment to detect any sudden rise in water levels or flooding 

threshold that can lead to a hazard.  
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Chiefs of Indian and French Air Forces join ongoing Garuda-VII 

air exercise 

• The chiefs of Indian 

and French Air Forces 

joined the Air Exercise 

Garuda-VII in Jodhpur. 

• While Indian Air Force 

(IAF) chief Air Chief 

Marshal (ACM) V.R. 

Chaudhari flew a sortie 

on an IAF Rafale 

fighter, French Air and 

Space Force (FASF) 

Chief General 

Stéphane Mille flew on an IAF Su-30 MK-I fighter. 

• Ex Garuda-VII is also the first occasion for the light combat aircraft (LCA) Tejas and 

the light combat helicopter (LCH) Prachand to participate in any international 

exercise. 

 

MAINS 

DAWP 

Q1. The government should adopt a co-regulatory model of speech 

regulation of online speech. Critically discuss in the context of 

recently the Information Technology (Intermediary Guidelines and 

Digital Media Ethics Code) Rules, 2021.  

MCQs 
Q1. The Vizhinjam Port is being developed as India’s first 

transhipment port. It is situated in the state of  

a. Kerala 

b. Goa 

c. Karnataka  

d. Gujarat 

 


