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Current Affairs of the Day 
NPR needs to be updated again to incorporate changes due to 

birth, death and migration: Centre 

• There is a need to update the National Population Register (NPR) again to incorporate 

the changes due to birth, death and migration for which demographic and other 

particulars of each family and individual are to be collected, the Union Home Ministry 

said in its 2021-22 annual report. 

• The NPR, first prepared in 2010 and updated in 2015 by collecting information of all 

usual residents of the country, has been opposed by many States ruled by BJP rivals 

as the register, according to the Citizenship Rules, 2003, is the first step towards the 

compilation of a National Register of Citizens (NRC). The Union government has 

clarified on multiple occasions that there was no proposal to compile the NRC as of 

now. 

• The report said the NPR is prepared under various provisions of the Citizenship Rules, 

2003, framed under the Citizenship Act, 1955.  

• “In 2015, a 

few fields 

such as name, 

gender, date 

and place of 

birth, place of 

residence and 

father’s and 

mother’s 

name were 

updated and 

Aadhaar, 

mobile and 

ration card 

numbers were collected. To incorporate the changes due to birth, death and migration, 

there is a need to update it again,” the Ministry said.  
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• The NPR which has a database of 115 crore residents is to be updated along with the 

first phase of the Census but has been indefinitely postponed due to the COVID-19 

pandemic. 

• The Ministry said the NPR could be updated through self-enumeration as it is 

proposed to allow residents to update their own data fields after following some 

authentication protocols on a web portal. 

CAA not mentioned 

• The report, a compilation of all the achievements and functions of the Ministry, 

however, does not mention the Citizenship Amendment Act (CAA), 2019.  

• The legislation, which fast-tracks the citizenship of six non-Muslim undocumented 

communities from Pakistan, Afghanistan and Bangladesh who entered India before 

December 31, 2014, is yet to be implemented as the rules have not been framed yet. 

• The 2020-21 report said that the CAA is a “compassionate and ameliorative 

legislation” which does not apply to Indian citizens and “therefore, it does not in any 

way take away or abridge the rights of any Indian citizen”. 
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The Black Sea Grain Initiative 

Russia has re-joined the Black Sea Grain deal. 

• The Black Sea 

Grain deal 

endeavours to 

tackle escalating 

food prices 

emanating from 

supply chain 

disruptions 

because of 

Russia’s actions 

in the world’s 

‘breadbasket’. 

• The deal, 

brokered by the 

UN and Turkey, 

was signed in Istanbul in July this year. Initially stipulated for a period of 120 days, 

with an option to extend or terminate after November, the deal was to provide for a 

safe maritime humanitarian corridor for Ukrainian exports (particularly for food 

grains) from three of its key ports, namely, Chornomorsk, Odesa and 

Yuzhny/Pivdennyi.  

• The central idea was to calm markets by ensuring an adequate supply of grains, thereby 

limiting food price inflation. 

• Ukraine is among the largest exporters of wheat, maize, rapeseed, sunflower seeds and 

sunflower oil, globally. Its access to the deep-sea ports in the Black Sea enables it to 

directly approach Russia and Europe along with grain importers from West Asia and 

North Africa.  

• Russia’s actions in the East European country had disturbed this route which earlier 

used to ship 75% of its agricultural exports — precisely what the initiative sought to 

address. 
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Law panel must rethink age criterion for consensual sexual 

intercourse: Karnataka HC 

• The High Court of Karnataka has said that the Law Commission of India will have to 

rethink the age criterion in law for having consensual sexual intercourse to address the 

issue of such instances as a result of love affairs between minor girls and boys who 

are aged above 16 but are below 18. 

• The court also directed the Principal Secretary, of the State Education Department, to 

set up a committee to evolve a mechanism for educating students, at least from Class 

9 onwards about the acts, which are criminalised under the Protection of Children from 

Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act, 2012 and the similar provisions under the Indian Penal 

Code (IPC), and the consequences of such acts. 

 

POCSO Act forces Adivasis in Nilgiris into conflict with the law, 

say activists 

• Youth under the age of 18 in relationships within or outside marriage run foul of the 

stringent provisions of the Act; many of them are unaware of the law and end up in 

prison for a crime they did not know they were committing 

• Kannan (name changed), a 19-year-old youth from an Adivasi community in Gudalur 

in the Nilgiris, was in love with 17-year-old Sumathi (name changed) from the same 

community, when he was charged by the all-woman police for sexually assaulting his 

girlfriend, whom he has been living with for the past year-and-a-half. 

• Kannan, from an underprivileged Adivasi background, claims he was not aware of the 

laws protecting young girls from being unlawfully married off prior to the age of 18, 

and though both he and his girlfriend are now of legally marriageable age, Kannan 

faces a long prison term as he was booked under Sections of the stringent Protection 

of Children from Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act.  

• Kannan is believed to be among 10 Adivasi youth from Gudalur and Pandalur taluks 

who have cases pending against them in the courts under various sections of the 

POCSO Act, the Prohibition of Child Marriage Act, and even kidnapping. 

 



 

5 

 

08.11.2022 | Tuesday 

Windfall tax far short of need at ₹3,000 crores per month 

• The windfall tax levied as special additional excise duty is aimed at absorbing some 

of the super-profits earned by domestic crude oil producers and is revised every 

fortnight. 

• Nearly four months after introducing a windfall tax on refiners and local crude oil 

producers, the government has managed to garner only ₹2,500-3,000 crore a month 

from the levy, far less than it needs to fully make up for the losses in revenue because 

of excise cuts, government officials said. 

• The tax, introduced in July when global crude prices were at over $100 per barrel, is 

aimed at garnering additional revenues after the government cut excise duty on fuels 

to provide relief to people. 

• With refineries and production facilities in the special economic zones exempt from 

the levy, government data shows that the additional tax is not offsetting the cut in 

excise duty on petrol and diesel in May. 

 

MAINS 

DAWP 

Q1. By a 3-2 verdict, the SC upheld the 103rd Constitution 

Amendment Bill that created 10% reservations for economically 

weaker sections (EWS). Critically discuss its implications.  

MCQs 
Q1. Which of the following country does not open to the Black 

Sea? 

a. Russia 

b. Ukraine 

c. Turkey 

d. Poland 

 


