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Current Affairs of the Day 
Camera traps renew hope for the snow leopard in Kashmir 

• The first-ever 

recording of the snow 

leopard from the 

Baltal-Zojila region 

has renewed hopes for 

the elusive predator in 

the higher altitudes of 

Jammu and Kashmir 

and Ladakh. 

• Camera trapping 

exercises by 

researchers from 

Nature Conservation 

Foundation (India), 

partnering with J&K’s 

Department of 

Wildlife Protection, 

also raised hopes for 

other important and 

rare species such as 

the Asiatic ibex, 

brown bear and 

Kashmir musk deer in 

the upper reaches of 

the northernmost part 

of India. 

• The Snow Leopard 

Population 

Assessment of India 

(SPAI) has been 

concluded so far in Himachal Pradesh and Uttarakhand.  
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COP-27 puts climate compensation on agenda for the first time 

• Delegates at the COP-27 climate summit in Egypt agreed after late-night talks to put 

the delicate issue of whether rich nations should compensate poor countries most 

vulnerable to climate change on the formal agenda for the first time. 

• For more than a decade, wealthy nations have rejected official discussions on what is 

referred to as loss and damage, or funds they provide to help poor countries cope with 

the consequences of global warming. 

• The loss and damage discussions now on the COP-27 agenda will not guarantee 

compensation or necessarily acknowledge liability, but are intended to lead to a 

conclusive decision “no later than 2024”. 
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• The issue could generate even more tension than at previous conferences this year as 

the Ukraine war, a surge in energy prices and the risk of economic recession have at 

once added to governments’ reluctance to promise funds and poor nations’ need for 

them. 

Protective shield 

• Germany wants to launch a “protective shield against climate risks” at the conference, 

an initiative it has been working on with vulnerable states such as Bangladesh and 

Ghana. 

 

Rethink Pocso consent age: HC 

• The Karnataka high court has directed the Law Commission of India to reconsider the 

age of consent in the Protection of Children from Sexual Offences (Pocso) Act. 

• “Having come across several cases relating to minor girls above 16 years having fallen 

in love and eloped and in the meantime, having had sexual intercourse with the boy, 

we are of the considered opinion that the Law Commission of India would have to 

rethink on the age criteria, so as to take into consideration the ground realities,” said 

HC. 

• “The aspect of consent even by a girl of 16 years and above would have to be 

considered if there is indeed an offence under the IPC (Indian Penal Code) and/or 

Pocso Act,” the bench added. 

 

49 foreign varsities look to tie up with Indian institutes: UGC 

chief 

• At least 49 overseas universities have expressed interest to collaborate with Indian 

universities academically said the University Grants Commission (UGC)  

• Several of these universities are preparing their MoUs for the collaborations. The UGC 

is proactively contacting these universities. Several universities are in the process of 

preparing the MoUs. These processes involve discussions and approvals within the 

university's statutory bodies.  
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• In May, India’s higher education regulator allowed academic collaborations between 

Indian and foreign higher education institutions to offer three types of degree 

programmes — dual (where both colleges award the degree in the same subject), and 

joint and twinning (where part of the course is completed overseas with the upper limit 

being 30% in twinning programmes and the lower limit is 30% in joint programmes). 

• The regulator has also identified 230 Indian and 1,256 foreign higher education 

institutions that fulfil the eligibility criteria for these collaborations. 

 

High global fuel prices may push India to raise coal production 

• Developed countries must make sincere and equitable efforts in calming down 

artificially high fuel prices and promote energy transition, particularly from coal to 

cleaner fuels such as natural gas, or else nations like India will be left with no option 

but to raise domestic coal production, two officials aware of the matter said. 

• Despite major global headwinds, India is the world’s fastest-growing economy that 

has huge energy requirements. The same cannot be met through energy imports at 

extremely high rates because of a supply squeeze by the producers’ cartel.  

• Hence, India will be forced to dig more into its huge coal deposits, deferring its energy 

transition plans, they said, requesting anonymity. 

• The government’s energy transition plan includes raising the share of natural gas in 

India’s energy mix from 6.3% now to 15% by 2030, mainly through imports of 

liquefied natural gas (LNG).  

• As domestic output (of natural gas) is almost stagnant and costs of crude oil and LNG 

have soared due to the supply curbs, India is left with no option but to raise its coal 

production. 
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MAINS 

DAWP 

Q1. A Uniform Civil Code (UCC) “is neither necessary nor 

desirable at this stage”. Critically discuss this statement of the 

Law Commission.  

MCQs 
Q1. Which of the following states in India may have snow leopard 

populations in their territory? 

1. Himachal Pradesh 

2. Uttarakhand 

3. Ladakh 

Select the correct answer from the codes given below 

a. 1 and 2 only 

b. 1 and 3 only 

c. 3 only 

d. 1, 2 and 3  

 


