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Current Affairs of the Day 
Mathura-Vrindavan aims to become a carbon-neutral tourist 

destination by 2041 

• Mathura-Vrindavan, one of India’s largest pilgrimage centres, aims to become a “net 

zero carbon emission” tourist destination by 2041, Uttar Pradesh government officials 

have told. 

• This means that tourist vehicles will be banned from the entire Braj region, which 

includes famous pilgrim centres such as Vrindavan and Krishna Janmabhoomi. 

Instead, only electric vehicles used as public transport will be allowed into the area. 

• All 252 waterbodies and 24 forests in the area will also be revived, officials privy to 

the U.P. government’s draft redevelopment plan said. 

• According to the plan, the Braj region’s annual pilgrim-tourist footfall is expected to 

multiply from the current level of 2.3 crores to six crores by 2041. 

 

China’s home-grown Beidou satellite system eyes global footprint 

• China outlined plans to 

further expand the global 

reach of its home-grown 

Beidou satellite 

navigation system, billed 

as its alternative to the 

U.S.’s Global Positioning 

System (GPS). 

• A white paper released by 

the Chinese government 

said Beijing is 

“strengthening regional 

cooperation with 

organisations such as 

ASEAN, the African Union, the League of Arab States, and the Community of Latin 

American and Caribbean States”. 
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• Beijing has, since 2020, also made an outreach to South Asia and is already working, 

or in discussion with, a number of countries in the region, including Pakistan, Nepal, 

Bangladesh and Sri Lanka, over adopting the Beidou satellite (BDS) navigation 

system.  

• The BDS, which now has a “constellation” of 30 satellites in orbit, began its 

international outreach once the set-up was finished in 2018. It is now in use “in more 

than half of the world’s countries”. China is also helping several BRI partners, 

including Pakistan and Sri Lanka, launch communication satellites. 

 

MAINS 

DAWP 

Q1. The necessity to vote in person and the costs have, for overseas 

citizens, acted as a disincentive for their wanting to exercise their 

mandate. Critically Discuss the need for remote voting in this 

context.  

MCQs 
Q1. Which of the following island country is not located in the 

Pacific ocean? 

a. Madagaskar 

b. Tuvalu 

c. Solomon islands 

d. Fiji 

 


