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Current Affairs of the Day 
Poppy love in Afghanistan 

• A new report by the United Nations 

Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) 

released earlier this week says the land 

under poppy cultivation in Afghanistan 

in 2021 (October and November are the 

sowing season) increased by 32 per cent 

over the previous year.  

• With the Taliban strapped for cash, 

opiates are now a crucial pillar of the 

country’s economy 

• It’s been described as the best cash 

transfer system. Grow poppy, get 

money. Driven by the demand for heroin 

and other opioids, mostly in the West, 

Afghanistan’s poppy farmers have 

figured out that in a broken country 

where there are no jobs, and the de facto 

government has no money, poppy 

guarantees survival. 

 

Going beyond Amur falcons: Nagaland to celebrate avian 

diversity, undertake census 

• Nagaland is undertaking the first avian documentation exercise going beyond the 

Amur falcons, the migratory raptor that put the State on the world birding map. 

• The four-day Tokhü Emong Bird Count (TEBC) has been timed with the post-harvest 

Tokhü Emong festival of the Lothas, the Naga community that dominates the Wokha 

district, arguably the most preferred stopover of the Amur falcons while travelling 

from east Asia to southern Africa. 
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• The event is a collaboration 

among the Wokha Forest 

Division, the Divisional 

Management Unit of the 

Nagaland Forest 

Management Project 

(NFMP) and Bird Count 

India. 

• The TEBC are particularly 

important for the northeast, 

where rich bird diversity is 

threatened by habitat loss 

and hunting. 

 

Where Mauna Loa, Hawaii’s biggest volcano, will erupt from 

• Mauna Loa, which 

last erupted in 1984, 

is one of five 

volcanoes that 

together make up 

the Big Island of 

Hawaii, the 

southernmost island 

in the Hawaiian 

archipelago. 

• The ground is 

shaking and 

swelling at Mauna 

Loa, the largest active volcano in the world, indicating that it could erupt.  

• Mauna Loa is one of five volcanoes that together make up the Big Island of Hawaii, 

which is the southernmost island in the Hawaiian archipelago. It’s not the tallest (that 

title goes to Mauna Kea) but it’s the largest and makes up about half of the island’s 

land mass.  
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• It sits immediately north of the Kilauea volcano, which is currently erupting from its 

summit crater. Kilauea is well-known for a 2018 eruption that destroyed 700 homes 

and sent rivers of lava spreading across farms and into the ocean. Mauna Loa last 

erupted 38 years ago. 

 

A gold-mushroom combo to ease drug delivery 

• Medicines may soon have traces of ultramicroscopic gold powered by a super 

mushroom for greater efficacy. 

• Cordy gold nanoparticles (Cor-AuNPs), the outcome of a collaborative experiment by 

scientists from four Indian institutions, has earned an international patent from 

Germany. 

• These nanoparticles, derived from the synthesis of the extracts of Cordyceps militaris 

and gold salts, could make drug delivery in the human body faster and surer. 

Cordyceps militaris is a high-value parasitic fungus. Gold salts are ionic chemical 

compounds of gold generally used in medicine. 

Better Drug Delivery: 

• Penetration in the cells is more when the drug particles are smaller. Cordyceps 

militaris, called super mushroom for its tremendous medicinal properties, adds 

bioactive components to the synthesis of gold nanoparticles for better penetration. 

• Researchers have been working extensively on the genetic diversity and medicinal 

properties of the wild Cordyceps mushroom found in the eastern Himalayan belt. Over 

eight years, they standardised the cultivation of this mushroom with antimicrobial, 

antidiabetic and antioxidant properties. 

• Biosynthesised nanogold particles indicate a new application of nanoparticles in the 

development of therapeutic drugs that can be delivered as ointments, tablets, capsules, 

and in other forms. 
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MAINS 

DAWP 

Q1. The global call for coal phaseout seems necessary but it is 

unjust in the current state of global climate action. Critically 

discuss.  

Q2. Enlist medicinal uses of Gold nanoparticles.  

MCQs 
Q1. Active volcano mount Mauna Loa is situated in the  

a. USA 

b. Italy 

c. Japan 

d. Peru 

 


