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Current Affairs of the Day 
Two more Indian beaches get ‘Blue Flag’: What is this coveted 

eco-label? 

• Two more beaches, both in 

Lakshadweep, have been accorded 

the ‘Blue Flag’ tag, putting them in 

an elite list of the world’s cleanest 

and most eco-friendly “beaches, 

marinas and sustainable boating 

tourism operators”. 

• India now has 12 'blue' beaches, a 

certificate awarded by the prestigious international programme of cleanliness and 

environmental sustainability run by the global nonprofit Foundation for 

Environmental Education. 

The Blue Flag 

• The Blue Flag is an exclusive eco-label or certification that is given to coastal locations 

around the world as a badge of environmental honour. The Blue Flag programme is 

run by the Copenhagen, Denmark-headquartered Foundation for Environmental 

Education (FEE), a nonprofit that, through its work, contributes to the Sustainable 

Development Goals (SDGs) of the United Nations. 

• According to the FEE, “the iconic Blue Flag is one of the world’s most recognised 

voluntary awards for beaches, marinas, and sustainable boating tourism operators. In 

order to qualify for the Blue Flag, a series of stringent environmental, educational, 

safety, and accessibility criteria must be met and maintained.” 

• The Blue Flag programme started in 1987, initially in Europe. Certification is awarded 

annually. A total of 5,042 beaches, marinas, and tourism boats in 48 countries have 

been awarded the label so far. A marina is a small harbour where mainly pleasure 

boats and yachts dock. 

• The certification is given by an international jury comprising members of the United 

Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), United Nations World Tourism 
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Organisation (UNWTO), and International Union for the Conservation of Nature 

(IUCN), besides FEE. 

  

Beaches in India 

• The two new beaches to have been awarded the eco-label are Minicoy Thundi beach 

and Kadmat beach, both in Lakshadweep.  

• The other 10 Indian beaches on the list, according to the FEE site, are Shivrajpur in 

Gujarat’s Devbhumi Dwarka district; Ghogla beach in Diu; Kasarkod (Uttara 

Kannada) and Padubidri (Udupi) in Karnataka; Kappad (Kozhikode) in Kerala; Eden 

beach in Puducherry; Kovalam (Chennai) in Tamil Nadu; Rushikonda 

(Visakhapatnam) in Andhra Pradesh; Golden beach in Puri, Odisha; and Radhanagar 

Swarajdeep in Andaman and Nicobar. 
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‘One nation, one police uniform’ is ideal: Modi 

• Prime Minister says he 

is not imposing his 

views on States and 

adds that common 

uniforms will give a 

distinct identity to the 

police, and ensure 

brand recall and 

quality gear. He was 

addressing the State 

Home Ministers’ 

conference on internal 

security issues. 

• “On the lines of ‘one nation, one ration card’; ‘one nation, one mobility card’; ‘one 

nation, one sign language’, we should think of ‘one nation, one police uniform’. This 

will benefit the police personnel as quality products will be available. The production 

of belts, caps and uniforms will be on a mass scale,” he said. 

• Most police forces adorn shades of khaki, a few such as the police in Kolkata, Tamil 

Nadu and Goa don white uniforms. 

Law and order is a State Subject 

• The Indian Constitution put police forces under the jurisdiction of state governments, 

and each of the 28 states have their own police force.  

• Both ‘public order’ and the ‘police’ are placed in List II (State List) of the Seventh 

Schedule of the Constitution, which deals with the division of powers between the 

Union and States. 

• In the circumstances, it is unclear how the PM’s suggestion, if the government were 

to take it up seriously, might be implemented. 
 

21.4 lakh TB cases notified in India in 2021: Health Ministry 

• India’s TB incidence for the year 2021 is 210 per 100,000 population – compared to 

the baseline year of 2015 (incidence was 256 per lakh population in India) and there 

has been an 18% decline which is 7 percentage points better than the global average 
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of 11%, said the Health Ministry, while reacting to the World Health Organization 

(WHO) Global TB Report 2022, released on October 27. 

• Stating that India had done better in major metrics as compared to other countries over 

time, the Ministry said the figures placed India at the 36th position in terms of 

incidence rates (from the largest to the smallest incidence numbers). 

• According to the WHO report, an estimated 10.6 million people fell ill with 

tuberculosis (TB) in 2021, an increase of 4.5% from 2020, and 1.6 million people died 

from TB (including 187 000 among HIV-positive people). 

• “While the COVID-19 pandemic impacted TB Programmes across the world, India 

was able to successfully offset the disruptions caused, through the introduction of 

critical interventions in 2020 and 2021 – this led to the National TB Elimination 

Programme notifying over 21.4 lakh TB cases – 18% higher than 2020,’’ said the 

Ministry. 

  

 

Partly equal: Good call by BCCI. Women’s cricket needs more 

• BCCI’s decision to implement pay parity in match fees for India’s women cricketers 

is both fair and congruent with economic logic. It’s timed well, too – women’s cricket 

is witnessing a boost in popularity after a string of creditable performances in recent 

years.  
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• True, men cricketers still earn higher annual retainer fees and a far greater share of 

media revenue. But market imperatives can’t be completely ignored. After all, sports 

in the electronic and digital media age are driven by consumer demand and revenue 

streams.  

• And if the men’s game is more popular or operates on different parameters than the 

women’s version, returns get automatically skewed in favour of the former. But tennis 

boldly instituted equal pay in the Grand Slams despite men and women players 

spending vastly different game times on the court. 

• The point is inadequate financial incentives discourage girls and women from taking 

up sports in the first place, pushing them into stereotypical gendered roles in society.  

• Sport is a tool for empowering girls and women. There can be no dispute that pay 

parity ought to be the ultimate goal. Players, administrators and organisers need to 

work together to get there like American women’s soccer did earlier this year. BCCI’s 

move is a step in the right direction. More needs to be done – an IPL-like tournament 

for women will help immensely. 

 

G7 countries urge India to join the Just Energy Transition plan 

• G7 countries have asked India to join a Just Energy Transition Partnership (JETP) that 

will help finance the rapid deployment of clean energy projects in India and possibly 

reduce the country’s dependence on coal. 

• If India accepts, the JETP will likely be announced at the upcoming UN Climate 

Conference (COP27) in Sharm El Sheikh, Egypt in November.  

• The contentious issue is whether India should concede to any clauses on reducing coal 

consumption as part of the partnership. 

JETP: 

• The concept of JETP began in South Africa last year at COP 26. France, Germany, the 

UK, the US, and the EU (the International Partners Group, or IPG) committed to 

providing $ 8.5 billion over three to five years to support South Africa’s national 

climate plan.  

• Following the South Africa partnership, the G7 in its communique dated June 28 this 

year said the G7 is working with India, Indonesia, and Vietnam on more such 

partnerships. 
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MAINS 

DAWP 

Q1. Discuss the benefits and challenges hidden in the call for 

‘One nation, one police uniform’. 

MCQs 
Q1. Which of the following river runs almost parallel to the 

Red sea? 

a. Nile 

b. Amazon 

c. Congo 

d. Yellow 

 


