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Current Affairs of the Day 
T.N. House urges Centre not to implement languages panel 

report 

 

• The Tamil Nadu Legislative Assembly adopted a resolution urging the Centre not to 

implement the recommendations made in the report of the Parliamentary Committee 

on Official Language submitted by its chairman to the President of India. 

• The parliamentary panel has recommended Hindi as the medium of instruction in 

Central institutions of higher education in the Hindi-speaking States and regional 

languages in other States. 

• Chief Minister M.K. Stalin, who moved the resolution, said the recommendations 

were against State languages including Tamil and also against the interest of people 

who spoke those languages. 
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Tipping points of global warming 

A study has found that even at the current levels of warming in the world, several climate 

'tipping points' could be crossed, setting off irreversible, catastrophic, and self-

perpetuating changes. 

 

Tipping Points:  

• The research is an updated assessment of important climate tipping points or the 

thresholds beyond which changes in the earth’s systems become uncontrollable and 

irreversible. Its findings could lead to a reassessment of global efforts to fight climate 

change and are being widely discussed in scientific circles. 
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• While the world is 

worried about restricting 

global warming to within 

1.5 degrees or 2 degrees 

Celsius, a new study has 

found that even the 

current level of average 

global temperatures — 

about 1.1 degree Celsius 

higher than preindustrial 

times — is enough to 

trigger catastrophic 

changes in several 

climatic systems.  

• The study, published recently 

in Science journal, has warned 

that the thresholds for many of 

these systems could be crossed 

at the current levels of 

warming, setting off self-

perpetuating changes that 

could put living beings at 

serious risk. 

Tipping points at work 

• Rising temperatures are 

causing large-scale changes in 

these climatic systems. Glacial 

melt, thinning of Arctic ice, 

and rise in sea levels are all 

well-documented and visible 

changes.  

• However, it is still possible, at 

least theoretically, to arrest 

these changes, or even reverse 

them over time. But once the 



 

4 

 

19.10.2022 | Wednesday 

tipping points are crossed, this possibility no longer exists. It is like the dam burst 

moment. 

• The process of change becomes self-perpetuating. It feeds into itself and accelerates 

the process. What is worse, it also feeds into and accelerates other linked processes. 

 

The illusion of being faster than light: how a star problem was 

solved 

• How using the Global Astrometric Interferometer for Astrophysics (GAIA) spacecraft 

and Hubble Space Telescope instruments as well as other observatories on earth, 

scientists were able to observe exciting phenomena for the very first time 

• In 2017, astrophysicists observed an unusual feat among the stars. The Laser 

Interferometer Gravitational-Wave (LIGO) observatories recorded a signal which 

indicated that two massive and dense stellar bodies had merged to form a third body, 

likely a black hole.  

• In the process they gave off vibrations that quite literally shook the universe and its 

very fabric of space-time. For the very first time, scientists noted that this observation 

of the LIGO observatories coincided with the measurements made by other telescopes 

that measured visual and electromagnetic signals.  

• From this, scientists, piecing together evidence from complementary measurements, 

surmised that the event they had observed was of two neutron stars merging and 

forming a black hole and, in the process, giving off light.  

• An unusual jet of the matter was observed that gave an illusion of travelling faster than 

light. These were all exciting phenomena observed for the very first time by telescopes 

and observatories. 
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Merger:  

The merger of two neutron stars (NSs) is accompanied by a strong emission of 

gravitational waves (GWs) and a rich variety of electromagnetic (EM) signals covering 

the entire spectrum, from gamma rays to radio. 

 

‘Court cannot issue direction to frame Universal Civil Code’ 

• Citizens belonging to different religions and denominations follow different property 

and matrimonial laws which is an “affront to the nation’s unity”, the government said 

in the Supreme Court. Article 44 (Uniform Civil Code) divests religion from social 

relations and personal law, it maintained. 

• The preliminary submissions are part of recent affidavits filed by the Union Law 

Ministry to petitions seeking directions from the top court to the government to 

remove “anomalies” and frame uniform divorce law and uniform guidelines for the 

adoption and guardianship of children. 

• The government said the power to make laws is exclusively that of the legislature. The 

court cannot give a “mandamus to Parliament to make certain laws”.  
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• The Ministry said it 

had requested the 

Law Commission 

to examine “various 

issues relating to 

the Uniform Civil 

Code (UCC)” and 

make 

recommendations 

considering the 

sensitivity and in-

depth study 

involved of various 

personal laws 

governing different 

communities.  

• The 21st Law 

Commission 

uploaded a 

consultation paper 

titled ‘Reform of 

Family Law 

subsequently in 

August 2018. 

DPSP: 

• Elaborating on the 

common civil code, 

the government 

said the Directive 

Principles of State 

Policy “creates an obligation upon the state to endeavour to secure for citizens a 

uniform civil code throughout the country under Article 44 [of the Constitution]”. 

• The Ministry said the purpose of Article 44 was to strengthen the object of the ‘Secular 

Democratic Republic’ enshrined in the Preamble of the Constitution. 
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Sri Lankan author Shehan Karunatilaka wins Booker Prize for 

afterlife thriller 

Sri Lankan author Shehan Karunatilaka has been named the winner of the 2022 Booker 

Prize for his second novel The Seven Moons of Maali Almeida, described by the judges 

as a whodunnit and a race against time, full of ghosts, gags and deep humanity. 

 

This September was 5th warmest in 143 years: NOAA report 

• The US-based NOAA confirmed that 2022 could feature among the 10 warmest years 

ever recorded on Earth. 
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• This year’s September was the fifth warmest in 143 years, with the recorded global 

average temperature rising by 0.88 degrees Celsius over the 20th-century average, the 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) said in its latest report. 

• With this, the US-based NOAA confirmed that 2022 could feature among the 10 

warmest years ever recorded on Earth. 

 

MAINS 

DAWP 

Q1. Governors should not be burdened with the role of 

Chancellors. Critically discuss.  

MCQs 
Q1. Consider the following statements 

1. The merger of two neutron stars (NSs) is accompanied by 

feeble emission of gravitational waves (GWs)   

2. It also leads to a rich variety of electromagnetic (EM) 

signals covering the entire spectrum, from gamma rays to 

radio 

Which of the above is/are correct? 

a. 1 only 

b. 2 only 

c. Both 1 and 2  

d. Neither 1 nor 2 

 


