
 

1 

 

14.10.2022 | Friday 

Current Affairs of the Day 
ISRO’s own Next-Gen Launch Vehicle may assume PSLV’s role 

• The Indian Space 

Research Organisation 

(ISRO) is developing a 

Next-Gen Launch 

Vehicle (NGLV), which 

will one day replace 

operational systems like 

the Polar Satellite 

Launch Vehicle (PSLV). 

• In NGLV, ISRO is 

understood to be looking 

at a cost-efficient, three-

stage, reusable heavy-lift vehicle with a payload capability of 10 tonnes to 

Geostationary Transfer Orbit. NGLV will feature semi-cryogenic propulsion for the 

booster stages which is cheaper and more efficient. 

• NGLV will feature a simple, robust design that allows bulk manufacturing, modularity 

in systems, sub-systems and stages and minimal turnaround time. 

• Potential uses will be in the areas of launching communication satellites, deep space 

missions, future human spaceflight and cargo missions. 

 

Centre to help set up paddy straw pellet units to arrest stubble 

burning 

• With winter approaching and instances of stubble burning in Punjab and Haryana 

rising, the Union Environment Ministry announced a ₹50 crore scheme to incentivise 

industrialists and entrepreneurs to set up paddy straw pelletisation and torrefaction 

plants. 

• Paddy straw made into pellets or torrefied can be mixed with coal in thermal power 

plants. This saves coal as well as reduces carbon emissions that would otherwise have 
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been emitted were the straw burnt in the fields, as is the regular practice of most 

farmers in Punjab and Haryana. 

• Every year, about 27 million tonnes of paddy straw is generated in Punjab and 

Haryana. The problem is that about 75% or 20 million tonnes is from non-basmati rice 

that cannot be fed to cattle because of its high silica content.  
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A quest for the ‘ghost’ cat based on lore 

The snow leopard is often referred to as a 
mountain ghost because of its coat that 
helps it blend in a snowy environment.  

• Wildlife officials in Arunachal Pradesh 

await results of a survey to ascertain the 

presence of the elusive snow leopard in 

the Namdapha National Park and Tiger 

Reserve 

• A big cat’s skin that no one saw is 

behind the survey of the ‘ghost of the 

mountains in India’s easternmost tiger 

reserve. 

• The snow leopard has never been spotted nor recorded in the Namdapha National Park 

and Tiger Reserve in the Changlang district of Arunachal Pradesh. The 1,985 sq. km 

reserve bordering Myanmar has an elevation varying from 200 metres to 4,571 metres 

above sea level. 
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• Namdapha is the known home of three other large cats — tiger, leopard and clouded 

leopard. The belief that the national park is also the habitat of the snow leopard is 

based on the claim of a hunter from the Lisu ethnic community that he possessed the 

skin of the carnivore. 

 

 

‘MGNREGS made up for up to 80% income loss during 

pandemic’ 

• In the first providing empirical evidence, a study conducted on the impact of the 

Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Act (MGNREGA) during 

the COVID-19 pandemic has revealed that the wages earned under the Act helped 

people compensate between 20% and 80% of the income loss incurred because of the 

lockdown.  
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• The report also said that around 39% of all job card-holding households interested in 

working under the MGNREGA did not get a single day of work in the year 2020-21. 

• The study titled, “Employment guarantee during COVID-19- The Role of 

MGNREGA in the year after the 2020 lockdown” conducted by Centre for Sustainable 

Employment, Azim Premji University, Collaborative Research and Dissemination 

(CORD), Samaj Pragati Sahyog and NREGA consortium.  

• The study was aimed at determining the extent to which working in the programme 

provided income support to vulnerable households during the pandemic. 

 

What are Rythu Bharosa Kendras that are being visited by an 

Ethiopian delegation? 

The delegation met the CM, who explained the RBK model and offered to share the 

operational know-how. The Ethiopian delegation will also meet officials from the 

agriculture and horticulture departments to understand how they work. 

Rythu Bharosa Kendras: 

• Set up for the first time in the country, the RBKs are unique seeds-to-sales, single-

window service centres for farmers that have been set up across the state. 

• They are a one-stop solution to all farmers’ needs and grievances. RBKs sell pre-tested 

quality seeds, certified fertilisers and animal feed. Farmers can purchase or hire farm 

equipment, and even sell their produce at the prevailing MSP in the RBKs. 

• Touted as role models for the country, agriculture and horticulture officials manning 

the RBKs also provide services like soil testing and make recommendations — on 

which crops to sow, and quantity and type of fertiliser to be used. The state government 

also pays crop insurance, procures grains and makes payments to farmers through the 

RBKs. 

Have the RBKs proved to be helpful to farmers? 

• RBKs facilitate interaction between farmers, agriculture scientists, and agriculture 

extension officers right at the village level. Apart from providing services and items 

for sale, RBK officials demonstrate new farm equipment and provide training to 

farmers. 
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• Based on inputs provided by officials after soil testing and weather conditions, many 

farmers have changed their cropping patterns and benefited immensely, according to 

the state Agriculture Department.  

• The RBKs have been responsible for the elimination of spurious seeds and uncertified 

and dangerous fertilisers, which can cause crop damage and failures. 

• Over 10,700 RBKs — multi-functional kiosks with digital Aadhar authentication 

equipment — have been set up across the state. The RBKs, staffed by agriculture and 

horticulture graduates, help farmers decide the crops they should cultivate in a 

scientific manner. 

• They also assist in selling their produce at MSPs, through supporting systems of e-

cropping, geo-tagging, and the CM App through which payments are made to farmers.  

• The Centre has recently nominated the RBK concept for the Food and Agriculture 

Organisation’s “Champion’’ award. Officials say several agrarian countries are 

expressing interest in understanding the RBK concept and seeking to implement it in 

their countries. 

 

MAINS 

DAWP 

Q1. Reasonable accommodation and secularism often seem to 

come in conflict. Critically discuss.  

MCQs 
Q1. Namdhapa Tiger reserve is situated in the state of  

a. Assam 

b. Sikkim 

c. Meghalaya 

d. Arunachal Pradesh 

 


