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Current Affairs of the Day 
Three lakh and counting: RTI pleas pile up at information 

commissions across India 

• A good 17 years after 

India got the Right to 

Information (RTI) 

Act, the transparency 

regime in the country 

remains a mirage with 

nearly 3.15 lakh 

complaints and 

appeals pending with 

26 information 

commissions across 

India. 

• According to a report 

by Satark Nagrik 

Sangathan, the backlog of appeals or complaints is increasing in commissions every 

year. 

Commissions in trouble 

• Also, several information commissions, including the Central Information 

Commission, are working at reduced capacity with less than the stipulated number of 

members in office. 

• Under RTI law, information commissions are the final appellate authority and are 

mandated to safeguard and facilitate people’s right to information. 

• An analysis of penalties imposed shows that the commissions did not impose penalties 

in 95% of the cases where penalties were potentially imposable. 

• According to a separate report by Transparency International, one-fourth of 

information commissioner posts are vacant and there are only 5% (only 8) women 

information commissioners in the country.  
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Chandrachud nominated as the next Chief Justice of India 

• Chief Justice of 

India U.U. Lalit 

nominated Justice 

D.Y. Chandrachud 

as his successor in a 

brief meeting held at 

the Supreme Court 

judges’ lounge in the 

presence of all 

judges of the court. 

• Chief Justice Lalit’s 

recommendation to 

the government would start the process for the appointment of Justice Chandrachud 

as the 50th Chief Justice of India. 

• If the government approval comes through, Justice Chandrachud would be the first 

second-generation CJI. His father, Justice Y.V. Chandrachud, was the 16th CJI and 

one of the longest-serving. He has a tenure of two years as Chief Justice until his 

retirement on November 11, 2024. 

Judge whose dissent opinions are as powerful as his orders 

• Justice D.Y. Chandrachud, who sees dissent as the “safety valve of democracy”, is 

known for his profound judgments and dissenting opinions which prick the conscience 

of the powerful and challenge the regressive, while displaying ability, 

conscientiousness and a high sense of justice. 

• His minority views on the Bench of the court are as incisive as his concurring opinions. 

Both examine and question settled beliefs and opinions in society, politics and 

religion. They demand a fresh outlook and trigger the hope of reform. 

• A common theme in Justice Chandrachud’s judgment is an effort to ensure the rights 

and choices of women. 

• In the Hadiya case, the judge held a person’s right to choose a religion and marry as 

an intrinsic part of her meaningful existence.  
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Technology is a tool for inclusion, not exclusion, says Modi at UN 

Congress 

• In India, technology is a tool for inclusion and not exclusion, Prime Minister Narendra 

Modi said at the inaugural function of the second United Nations World Geospatial 

Information Congress (UNWGIC) in Hyderabad. 

• “Geospatial technology has been driving inclusion and progress. Take our 

SWAMITVA (Survey of Villages and Mapping with Improvised Technology in 

Village Areas) scheme. We are using drones to map properties in villages. For the first 

time in decades, people in rural areas have clear evidence of ownership,” he told. 

• India’s geospatial economy was expected to cross ₹63,100 crores by 2025 at a growth 

rate of 12.8%. He said geospatial technology had become one of the key enablers in 

socio-economic development by enhancing productivity, ensuring sustainable 

infrastructure planning, effective administration, and aiding the farm sector. 

 

Mahakal temple in Ujjain: Why it holds special significance in 

Hinduism 

• Mahakal is the only jyotirlinga facing 

the south, while all the other 

jyotirlingas face east. This is because 

the direction of death is believed to be 

the south. In fact, people worship 

Mahakaleshwar to prevent untimely 

death. 

• After Vishwanath temple in Varanasi 

and the Kedarnath shrine in Uttarakhand, Mahakal temple is the third ‘jyotirlinga’ site 

to see a major upliftment exercise.  

• Puranas say that Lord Shiva pierced the world as an endless pillar of light, called the 

jyotirlinga. There are 12 jyotirlinga sites in India, considered a manifestation of Shiva.  

• Besides Mahakal, these include Somnath and Nageshwar in Gujarat, Mallikarjuna in 

Andhra Pradesh, Omkareshwar in Madhya Pradesh, Kedarnath in Uttarakhand, 

Bhimashankar, Triyambakeshwar and Grishneshwar in Maharashtra, Viswanath at 

Varanasi, Baidyanath in Jharkhand, and Rameshwar in Tamil Nadu. 
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Avantika:  

• The city of Ujjain was also one of the primary centres of learning for Hindu scriptures, 

called Avantika in the 6th and 7th centuries BC. Later, astronomers and 

mathematicians such as Brahmagupta and Bhaskaracharya made Ujjain their home. 

• Also, as per the Surya Siddhanta, one of the earliest available texts on Indian 

astronomy dating back to the 4th century, Ujjain is geographically situated at a spot 

where the zero meridian of longitude and the Tropic of Cancer intersect.  

• In keeping with this theory, many of Ujjain's temples are in some way connected to 

time and space, and the main Shiva temple is dedicated to Mahakal, the lord of time.  

• In the 18th century, an observatory was built here by Maharaja Jai Singh II, known as 

the Vedh Shala or Jantar Mantar, comprising 13 architectural instruments to measure 

astronomical phenomena. 
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• It is said that during the medieval period, Islamic rulers gave donations to priests for 

offering prayers here. In the 13th century, the temple complex was destroyed by Turk 

ruler Shams-ud-din Iltutmish during his raid on Ujjain.  

• The present five-storeyed structure was built by the Maratha general Ranoji Shinde 

in1734, in the Bhumija, Chalukya and Maratha styles of architecture. A century later, 

its marble walkways were restored by the Scindias. 

 



 

6 

 

12.10.2022 | Wednesday 

The historic deal between Israel-Lebanon: Terms, significance 

 

• In what is being seen as a major diplomatic breakthrough, Israel announced a 

“historic” deal with Lebanon, aimed at resolving a long-running maritime border 

dispute over Mediterranean waters. Israel and Lebanon do not have official diplomatic 

relations and the two countries remain technically at war. 
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• While Israel is already producing natural gas at nearby fields, what this agreement 

does is that it resolves a territorial dispute in the eastern Mediterranean sea, in an area 

that Lebanon wants to explore for natural gas. 

 

MAINS 

DAWP 

Q1. The “3P” slogan — People, Planet, and Profit — demands a 

paradigm shift in economics away from “Keynesian” economics 

and “Friedman” economics. Critically discuss.  

MCQs 
Q1. Which of the following country does not border with Israel? 

a. Lebanon 

b. Jordan 

c. Egypt 

d. Iraq 

 


