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Current Affairs of the Day 
Nobel for work on ‘click chemistry’ and quantum mechanics 

• Scientists Carolyn R. 

Bertozzi, Morten 

Meldal and K. Barry 

Sharpless won the 

2022 Nobel Prize in 

Chemistry for 

discovering reactions 

that let molecules 

snap together to 

create desired 

compounds and that 

offer insight into cell 

biology. 

• Americans Ms 

Bertozzi and Mr Sharpless, together with Denmark’s Mr Meldal, were honoured “for 

the development of click chemistry and bioorthogonal chemistry”. 

• It came a day after Alain Aspect, John F. Clauser and Anton Zeilinger won the prize 

in physics for their advances in quantum mechanics on the behaviour of subatomic 

particles, opening the door to work on supercomputers and encrypted communication. 

 

The criterion for SC status 

• The Supreme Court of India has sought the most recent position of the Union 

government on a batch of petitions challenging the Constitution (Scheduled Castes) 

Order of 1950, which allows only members of Hindu, Sikh and Buddhist religions to 

be recognised as Scheduled Castes. 

• The Union government in 2019 rejected the possibility of including Dalit Christians 

as members of SCs rooting the exclusion on an Imperial Order of 1936 of the then 

colonial government, which had first classified a list of the Depressed Classes and 

specifically excluded “Indian Christians” from it. 
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• Even though several independent Commission reports have documented the existence 

of caste and caste inequalities among Indian Christians and Indian Muslims, the Union 

government refuses to accept these reports on the basis that they do not have enough 

empirical evidence to support their claims. 

A case for inclusion: 

• The petitions arguing for inclusion have cited several independent Commission reports 

that have documented the existence of caste and caste inequalities among Indian 

Christians and Indian Muslims, noting that even after conversion, members who were 

originally from SCs continued to experience the same social disabilities.  

• This was substantiated in the First Backward Classes Commission’s report in 1953, 

the Report of the Committee on Untouchability Economic and Educational 

Development Of the Scheduled Castes in 1969, the HPP report on SCs, STs, and 

Minorities in 1983, the Mandal Commission Report, the report of the Prime Minister’s 

High-Level Committee formed in 2006, a 2008 study conducted by the National 

Commission for Minorities, the Ranganath Misra Commission Report and several 

other studies.  

• In addition to this, the petitions have argued against the proposition that caste identity 

is lost upon conversion, noting that even in Sikhism and Buddhism, casteism is not 

present and yet they have been included as SCs.  

• Furthermore, the above-mentioned reports argue that caste-based discrimination 

continues even after conversion, hence entitling these communities to SC status.  

• However, the Union government refuses to accept the reports of the Commissions on 

the basis that these reports do not have enough empirical evidence to support their 

claims.  

• Dalit Christian bodies said that Such empirical evidence did not exist for including 

Sikh or Buddhist converts either and yet they were included as SCs in 1956 and 1990 

respectively. 

 

‘Caves of Bandhavgarh, not Buddhist’ 

• The Archaeological Survey of India recently announced its findings on exploration in 

the Bandhavgarh Tiger Reserve of Madhya Pradesh. The ASI said it documented 

second-century Buddhist caves and eighth and ninth-century Hindu temples in the 

region. Sculptures depicting the 10 avatars of Vishnu were described. 
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• The significance of the 

caves is that they are 

the first dwellings 

systematically created 

in this part of the forest 

in the 2nd century 

BCE. 

• These were caves 

created mainly by men 

of commerce and 

craftspeople, and very 

occasionally by kings. 

One epigraph describes 

the cave as a sarthika 

lata or cave for caravan people.  

• The creators also made tanks near the caves and one cave was described as a 

vayamasala or gymnasium. This is mentioned by Chakravarti. 
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What is OPEC+ and why have they slashed oil production? 

• The grouping of the world’s largest oil-producing countries, the Organisation of the 

Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC) and its allies, together known as OPEC+, have 

decided to cut oil production.  

What is OPEC+? 

• Established in 1960 by founding members Iran, Iraq, Kuwait, Saudi Arabia and 

Venezuela, OPEC has since expanded and now has 13 member states. With the 

addition of another 11 allied major oil-producing countries that include Russia, the 

grouping is known as OPEC+. 

 

Scientists engineer mosquitoes that can’t spread malaria, and 

offer hope of eradicating the disease 

• Scientists have 

genetically modified 

mosquitoes to slow 

the growth of malaria-

causing parasites in 

their guts — an 

advancement that can 

help prevent 

transmission of the 

disease to humans. 

• The disease is 

transmitted between 

people through a female mosquito after it bites someone infected with the malaria 

parasite. The parasite develops into its next stage in the mosquito’s gut and travels to 

its salivary glands, ready to infect the next person it bites. 

• Now, mosquitoes have been engineered to produce compounds that slow the growth 

of malaria-causing parasites. 

• Though only around 10 per cent of mosquitoes live long enough for the infectious 

parasite to develop, malaria remains one of the most devastating diseases globally, 

putting at risk about half of the world’s population. In 2021, it infected 241 million 

people and killed 627,000 people. 
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MAINS 

DAWP 

Q1. Discuss political, social and economic costs of Urban 

floods in India.  

MCQs 
Q1. The Bandhavgarh Tiger Reserve is situated in the state 

of  

a. Madhya Pradesh 

b. Uttar Pradesh 

c. Karnataka 

d. Uttarakhand 

 


