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Current Affairs of the Day 
Over-reach, will stay out, Election Commission told Supreme 

Court before U-turn 

• The EC’s intent seems to weigh in substantively in the freebie debate that gathered 

momentum after Prime Minister Narendra Modi targeted political opponents in mid-

July and cautioned people against the “revdi culture” saying it is “very dangerous” 

for the country, its development and well-being. 

• The Election Commission told the Supreme Court that “freebie” and “irrational” are 

subjective and open to interpretation. Acknowledging that “freebies can have different 

impacts on society, economy, equity,” the EC admitted it would be an over-reach of 

its powers to regulate policy making on the subject. 

• The EC’s demand of political parties to juxtapose the cost of promises and the funding 

sources alongside revenue and expenditure estimates in the state or Union Budget, and 

assess the impact on fiscal sustainability, is a departure from its earlier hands-off 

approach adopted in its various affidavits submitted to the Supreme Court. 

• In its letter to political parties, the Election Commission said it agreed in principle with 

the point of view that framing manifestos is the right of the political parties, but cannot 

overlook the undesirable impact of some of the promises and offers on the conduct of 

free and fair elections and maintaining level playing field for all political parties and 

candidates. 

• So, while the Election Commission refrained from defining freebies and explicitly 

didn’t seek to regulate them, it put the onus of spelling out the extent and expanse of 

freebies, their financial implication, the funding mechanism, and the effect on fiscal 

sustainability of the state or Centre, on political parties. 

 

Nobel Prize in Physics: Breakthroughs in quantum tech 

• Nobel Prize in Physics: Aspect, Clauser, and Zeilinger have established that the 

'entanglement' phenomenon is real, and can be utilised to make transformative 

advances in computing and hack-free communications. 
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• Their 

experiments 

have 

conclusively 

established that 

the 

‘entanglement’ 

phenomenon 

observed in 

quantum 

particles was 

real, not a result 

of any ‘hidden’ 

or unknown 

forces and that it 

could be utilised 

to make 

transformative 

technological 

advances in 

computing, hack-

free 

communications, 

and science fiction-

like concept of 

‘teleportation’. 

• For about 100 years 

now, quantum 

‘entanglement’ has 

triggered an intense 

but fascinating 

debate over the 

nature of reality among some of the sharpest brains of the 20th century.  

• It’s one of the main reasons why Quantum Theory appears so strange and 

counterintuitive. It is also precisely this behaviour of quantum particles that Albert 

Einstein famously described as ‘spooky’. 
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Nobel season is here: 5 things to know about the prizes 

• The prizes in medicine, physics, chemistry, literature and peace were established by 

the will of Alfred Nobel, a wealthy Swedish industrialist and the inventor of dynamite. 

The first awards were handed out in 1901, five years after Nobel's death. 

• The economics award – officially known as the Bank of Sweden Prize in Economic 

Sciences in Memory of Alfred Nobel – wasn’t created by Nobel, but by Sweden’s 

central bank in 1968. 

• Between 1901 and 2021, the Nobel Prizes and the prize in economic sciences have 

been awarded 609 times. 

• The Nobel statutes prohibit the judges from discussing their deliberations for 50 years. 

So it’s probably going to be a while before we know for sure how judges made their 

picks for 2022 and who was on their shortlists. 

 

WHO CAN NOMINATE A CANDIDATE? 

• Thousands of people around the world are eligible to submit nominations for the Nobel 

Prizes. 

• They include university professors, lawmakers, previous Nobel laureates and the 

committee members themselves. 

• Although the nominations are kept secret for 50 years, those who submit them 

sometimes announce their suggestions publicly, particularly for the Nobel Peace Prize. 

 

WHAT ABOUT THE NORWEGIAN CONNECTION? 

• The Nobel Peace Prize is presented in Norway while the other awards are handed out 

in Sweden. That’s how Alfred Nobel wanted it. 

• His exact reasons are unclear but during his lifetime Sweden and Norway were joined 

in a union, which was dissolved in 1905. Sometimes relations have been tense between 

the Nobel Foundation in Stockholm, which manages the prize money, and the fiercely 

independent peace prize committee in Oslo. 



 

4 

 

05.10.2022 | Wednesday 

 

MAINS 

DAWP 

Q1. India is rapidly integrating technology in both governances and 

in delivering goods and services. All this requires a worker (civil 

servant) who is not just committed but also has the competence to 

deliver on this evolving mandate. Discuss the role of Mission 

Karmayogi in this context.  

MCQs 
Q1. Recently seen in the news a lot “Entanglement” is linked to  

a. Quantum Tech 

b. Crypto coins 

c. Blockchain tech 

d. Fast radio burst 

 


